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Rain and Temperatures
 
We recorded a mere 6.8 mm 
for the month of March. The 
swords of grass have turned to 
a rather faded tawny colour. 
One can almost foresee a long 
drawn out winter ahead. The 
total for the season is 407mm 
which is 15% below normal.  
 
The average minimum 
temperature this month was 
22.6 deg C with a low of 19 deg 
C while the average maximum 
temperature was 32.6 deg C 
with a high on the one day of 
38 deg C. 
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Sightings 
Predators were particularly active 
on the northern banks of the 
Olifants River. Leopard on the River 
Loops and four different sightings 
of lion, one of which was two 
females with five cubs. A fantastic 
sighting. 
 
Unusual sightings included the croc 
in Ndlovu feeding on an impala kill, 
a far cry from the same croc taking 
Quelea and Egyptian goslings to 
survive. An African wild cat, ground 
hornbills and a porcupine adds to 
the same list.  
 
  

 
                  (Photo by Roy A8) 

 

Poaching  

We are very happy to announce that no rhino were poached on Balule during the month.  
There were however a number of incursions that could be related to copper theft (Phalaborwa area) and scoping for 
possible theft at lodges or houses.  
 

Infrastructure development
 

Roads 
The predicted heavy rains never 
materialised which left Bernard and 
the team doing some great work in a 
relatively short space of time 
preparing for the long weekend at 
the end of March.  

(Photo by John B35)

DAMS  
Ndlovu dam is about half full while 
Wildebeest and Kudu dams are 
relatively full. Pebble Loop dam is 
rather low especially with the 
borehole there not producing much 
water. Funds have been earmarked 
that will allow us to extract water 
out of the Olifants River. This will 
happen over the next couple of 
months. 

(Photo by Dan B33)
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OFFICE & HOUSEKEEPING  
NEW

General

ONGR and ORGR CLUBHOUSES 
Please note that for a trial period of six 
months starting from 1 March both 
clubhouses will be open to anyone from 
either of the two reserves, other than 
when restrictions are in place. Enjoy. 

NEW WEBSITE  
Over the next few months we will be 
developing a new website for Olifants 
North and would like all members to 
please send photos taken on Olifants 
North to the website developer. You can 
email Darren on 
darrencon04@gmail.com, who will then 
send you a link and instructions to 
“Dropbox” photos to him. These photos 
will need to be unedited and of high 
resolution. 

UNITS FOR SALE 

½ share in B19 

                                                                                    
(Photo by Roy   A8)

WEBSITE PHOTOS 
Thank you to all the members that have sent 
photos for the website. Those that have been 
on the reserve in March please go through 
your photos and e-mail it to us. Please keep 
sending photos for the website to 
webuploads@ongr.co.za or 
webupload@ongr.co.za 
 

GUEST CONTRIBUTIONS 
From time to time we have the pleasure of guest contributions from 
member “experts” on different topics, such as birds and trees, 
relating to ONGR, included into this newsletter. Please see a 
contribution on the rescue of a hooded vulture by Kerri Wolter. 
Thank you Kerri.  
 
If you would like to make a contribution or suggest a topic of interest 
- please make contact with Joe. 

CLUBHOUSE 
Members are reminded that the Clubhouse is used 
at your own risk. Parents are advised to ensure 
that children do not walk across the rim / overflow 
wall of the swimming pool at any time. 
Please ensure you leave tables and chairs in a neat 
manner - as you would like to find them on your 
next visit.  

 (Photo by Dan B33)
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LOCAL NEWS  

WOBBLES 

The story of a hooded vulture 

By Kerry Wolter 

 

In November 2018, VulPro received a call from the Olifants River Private Game Reserve, about an injured Hooded Vulture 
nestling.  

  

Olifants River Private Game Reserve is located in the Limpopo Province of South Africa, about 600 kilometers away from the 
VulPro centre. 

  

One of the reserve managers came across a Hooded Vulture nestling who had fallen out of the nest and appeared to be 
injured. Having an existing relationship with our organization, they did not hesitate for a second, and immediately 
contacted us for help.  

  

Knowing that this little 
individual had probably been 
down for a while, and was in 
serious need of fluids, we made 
immediate arrangements to 
transport her to a facility 
located close to the reserve 
where she could be stabilized. 
In the meantime, we made the 
preparations for the six hour 
journey to go save this special 
little creature, even arranging 
with our local veterinarian that 
we would be needing assistance 
as soon as Wobbles arrived 
back at our facility.    

 

After a nerve wracking twelve hour drive, Wobbles arrived safely in Hartebeespoort, and was immediately taken to our 
expert avian veterinary team. Initially, we were not optimistic. The fall out of the nest had resulted in Wobbles having a 
fractured leg, which had completely rotated. Other vets who had seen the injury had all said they would euthanize. But 
seeing the sheer determination radiating out of that little nestling, drove us to pursue any means to give her a second 
chance. Luckily, we have to most phenomenal vets, willing to push the boundaries. 



  

 

 

 

  

Wobbles was immediately scheduled for surgery, during 
which the leg was re-broken, placed back in the correct 
position, and then pinned.  

  

The road to recovery was very long, involving many visits 
to the vet, physiotherapy, hydrotherapy, and continuously 
coming up with creative ways to ensure that Wobbles 
regains function of the leg.  

  

And it all paid off... Five months later, Wobbles is walking. She has come a very long way and has a very cheeky personality 
to boot. She is quick to let you know she is not happy about receiving physio, but also quick to forgive if you come offering 
food. She has been an amazing addition to our vulture family, and continues to improve every single day. Due to the nature 
of her injury, she will not be viable for release, but will be a VulPro Vulture Ambassador, due to her tenacious nature. 
Bearing witness to such a tiny creature, who out of sheer inner strength and determination beat the odds, we believe she 
can be an example to all; both vulture and human. 

 

 


