
GAME  COUNT 2016 

Balule in conjunction with the Associated Private Nature Reserves of Klaserie, Timbavati and 

Umbabat undertakes to do a bi-annual game count. This year should have been a mini- count of the 

mega-herbivores but because of the drought conditions a full one was done to get an understanding 

of game movement.  

 

A few things to remember when looking at these graphs- the counts are done as accurately as 

possible but will never be 100%, accuracy will also differ for different species on a particular day,  

the counts will vary from day 1 to day 2 if the same area was counted as the animals would have 

moved to adjoining properties  

We did the game count mid-September and the figures north of the river are reflected below.  

 

Looking at general trends north of the river relatively stable populations would be buffalo, 

bushbuck, elephant, giraffe, kudu, lion and zebra.  

Populations that are showing a strong downward trend are baboon troops, blue wildebeest, 

steenbuck, waterbuck and warthog. 

Populations that are increasing are duiker, impala and monkey troops 

Of interest for me are those populations that are going against the trends on the rest of Balule and 

will need further insight (Baboons, giraffe, impala). Lion would seem to be in this category but we 

know of a lot more than were counted on that day. 

Members that have been down recently will have seen huge numbers of general game on Olifants 

North and if you compare that to the game count figures which in general show the same amount 



of game or less will probably not agree with these figures. The explanation is that Olifants North at 

the moment can be seen as the pantry for all the game this side of the river with a lot of game 

movement from Grietjie and Parsons to ONGR.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

 

 

 

         



 


