
  
 

1 
 

 

 

Rain and Temperatures
 
The reserve recorded 96,4mm of rain 
for the month. We have now caught up 
with the short term average, for the 
past five years, of 246.7mm per annum. 
Good soaking rains have resulted in 
bush maintaining its lushness and 
abundance of feed for the fauna on the 
reserve. Higher rainfalls are expected 
for the next month or so. 
 
El Niño continues to strengthen and will 
mean drier conditions over the last 
months of summer going into autumn.  
Higher temperatures than normal are 
still expected. January’s average 
minimum temperature was 23.4deg C 
and the average maximum temperature 
was 33,5deg C. 
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Sightings 
Leopard and lion sightings continue to 
be good. Leopard sightings on Rocky 
Horror seems to be most frequent for 
now while Pagati Link and Pebble Loop 
Dam areas are good for lion. 
Wild dog have also made the odd 
appearance on Purple roller Junction 
and on Ebony. 
Hyena and African wild cat sightings 
rounded the predator sightings rather 
nicely. 
Other sightings worth mentioning are 
Harlequin quails, Painted snipe, Boom 
slang and Black mambas.   

 
(Photo by Jean B13) 
 

Poaching  

Regrettably Balule lost two rhinos in January. One bull was poached and the other was a cow that had to be euthanized 
following a fight with another rhino while being in a weakened state from a septic bullet wound. 
There were three incursions noted. The poachers are making a bigger effort to enter undetected. We will not complain 
about the good rains but rain eliminates tracks very quickly and make follow up operations almost impossible. 
 

Infrastructure development
 

Roads 
Bernard and the team have been 
doing sterling work on the roads and 
they are all looking in very good 
shape. 

(Photo by Ruthie B37)

DAMS  
Ndlovu, Wildebeest and Kudu 
dams’ water levels are being 
maintained.  Pebble Loop dam 
has filled up a little.  So, besides 
the Olifants River, there are lots 
of puddles all over the bush 
leaving plenty of water for the 
animals. 

(Photo by Tamara A8)
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OFFICE & HOUSEKEEPING  
NEW

General

NEW MEMBERS 

We would like to welcome Des and Lynne Wenzel (B9), 
and Keith, Karin Baragwanath and Sarah Henson (B14) to 
the Olifants North family.   

FOR SALE - Frame and cover for game viewer. 

B15 has a hand winch with a frame and cover that is 
installed in their carport for sale. Any offers? Please 
contact the office if you are interested.  
 

UNITS FOR SALE 

½ share in B19 

 

 

 (Photo by Graham B2)  

 

WEBSITE PHOTOS 
Thank you to all the members that have sent 
photos for the website. Those that have been 
on the reserve in January please go through 
your photos and e-mail it to us. Please keep 
sending photos for the website to 
webuploads@ongr.co.za or 
webupload@ongr.co.za 
 

GUEST CONTRIBUTIONS 
From time to time we have the pleasure of guest contributions on 
different topics, such as birds and trees, relating to ONGR, included 
into this newsletter. Please see a contribution on ground hornbills by 
Pierre Human on the last page. Thank you Pierre.  
 
If you would like to make a contribution or suggest a topic of interest 
- please make contact with Joe. 

CLUBHOUSE 
Members are reminded that the Clubhouse is used at your 
own risk. Parents are advised to ensure that children do not 
walk across the rim / overflow wall of the swimming pool at 
any time. 
While the clubhouse is in the “open air” - please refrain from 
smoking within the building structure to facilitate an 
enjoyable experience for all members and guests. 
Please ensure you leave tables and chairs in a neat manner - 
as you would like to find them on your next visit.  
 

 

(Photo by Jean B13)
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BALULE NEWS 

Below please see an extract from a letter by Balule Chairperson regarding 
the appointment of the Balule Reserve Manager 

It is with pride that we announce the appointment of Ian Nowak as 
Reserve Manager of BALULE Nature Reserve, effective 1 Feb 2019. 

The Balule Committee together with our regional wardens identified the 
need to appoint a competent and capable reserve manager who will co-
ordinate warden functions, liaise with service providers and stakeholders, 
represent Balule on various forums and most importantly finalize and 
facilitate implementation of the revised Balule Management Plan, which 
will underpin the compliance with various environmental legislative 
requirements under the NEMPAA Act, NEMBA Act etc. 

Ian is no stranger in Balule, he is a landowner in Grietjie and was elected 
chairman of Grietjie shortly after he moved here a few years ago. Ian’s 
meticulous work and drive ensured that the Intention to Declare notice 
for Grietjie properties has recently been Gazetted. This is testimony to 
many valuable attributes needed in a reserve manager. This process, and 
serving on the Balule committee as Vice-Chairman for the past six months 
ensured that Ian has a thorough understanding of the federal Balule 
system, and the role which we play within the APNR and the Greater 
Limpopo Transfrontier Park. 

We have no doubt that Ian has the skill set to not only fulfil his task, but 
excel at it and establish the administrative structure which Balule is in 
serious need of. 

Ian’s application was driven by his already well established passion for 
Balule and his commitment to conservation. Ian has a diverse background 
with a successful entrepreneurial history in businesses ranging from IT to 
Game Breeding. 

After due consideration the committee agreed to his appointment in this 
capacity. 

All the wardens wish Ian well in his new position and I’m sure they are as 
committed as before in helping to make Balule the flagship for nature 
reserves in the area. 

 



  

 

 

 

LOCAL NEWS  

Ground hornbills have been seen fairly regularly along the Sedumony over the past three to four months. They 
have been a nuisance breaking windows, attacking their reflections, on at least three of the houses. 

SOUTHERN GROUND – HORNBILL 

       Bucorvus leadbeater 

                 Compiled by Pierre Human 
 
 

The largest hornbill species in the world and the only one that does not seal the female in a nest during the 
breeding season. 
 
Adult birds generally have black plumage which covers the entire body except 10 primary feathers and their 
coverts which are usually white. 
 
Adult males have red bare facial skin whilst females have a patch of dark violet blue on the throat. 
 
Juvenile birds display pale grey/cream facial skin and sooty-brown plumage. 
 
Adult plumage develops at about three years of age and the facial skin will turn progressively pink, orange and 
then red over a three to five year period. 
 
The species spends up to 70% of its time moving around the landscape by walking slowly in a group formation 
foraging for food. 
 
The birds have five different calls - a sharp, fast grunt that is usually used when the birds are playing, fighting or 
when in distress - a distinct begging call that is usually used by juvenile birds or females during courtship 
feeding - an alarm call that is used to alert the group when a predator is present - and lastly - a four note 
booming call which is used as a territorial and long-range contact call that can be heard as far as 3 kilometres 
away during the mating season and is usually mistaken for a lion's roar. 
 
The stronghold population within South Africa is found in the KNP where resident groups can occupy territories 
of about a 100 to 250 square kilometres per group, depending on habitat quality. 
 
The birds are omnivorous and generally will eat anything they can overpower however, their diet usually 
consists of invertebrates, reptiles, rodents and amphibians. 
 
Small prey items are usually swallowed whole whilst big prey items are cut into pieces by shaking them. 
 
Hard food items are pecked on repeatedly to soften them and the bill is dexterous thereby enabling the bird to 
dig for food if necessary. 
 
These hornbills exhibit co-operative breeding by living in groups of two to eleven individuals in number and is 
made up of a dominant breeding pair and mostly male helpers that assist the breeding pair in defending their 
territory, feeding and rearing the chicks. 
 
The female will lay one to three but mostly two eggs - the eggs are laid three to five days apart so that by the 
time the latecomers hatch the older sibling will outcompete the others for food and only one chick will be 



  

 

 

 

raised after the first couple of weeks. 
 
The birds reach maturity at about 8 years of age with an average of one chick fledged every 6 years and can live 
for 40 to 50 years. 
 
Unfortunately there is a juvenile mortality rate of 70% and a 1.5 turnover in adult birds thereby contributing to 
their endangered classification. 
 
Threats are mostly anthropogenic including poisoning, habitat loss, electrocution and hunting for traditional 
medicine as well as persecution for the occasional habit of breaking windows, to the extent that the species 
range has declined by 50% whilst bird numbers have declined by 10% over the past thirty years.

 
Predators include martial eagles, leopards and crocodiles whilst chicks are sometimes taken by genets and 
snakes. 
 
There is no doubt that the species is an apex predator but usually forms feeding groups with other animals such 
as baboons and impala. 
 
The species is also considered to be a flagship for the savannah biome and is a valuable indicator for natural 
and anthropogenic threats within its range. 
 
Next time you see a group of "window-breakers" as they are affectionately known to us on the farm you may 
want to stop and weigh up the facts before cursing under your breath and driving on. 

 

                                    

(Photo by Barry A5) 
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