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Rain and Temperatures
 
No significant rain to record in October. 
We had three showers that added up to 
6mm. The long and the short term average 
rainfall for October is in the 30’s. The total 
for the season to date is 11mm. It is early 
in the season and we can only hope to 
catch up to the normal rainfall 
 
There is no change to the El Nino 
predictions for this summer season. 
 
One expects the average temperatures to 
be on the rise going into the summer 
months. Surprise, Surprise. The average 
temperatures actually decreased from last 
month. The average minimum October 
temperature went down to 17.6 degrees 
with a minimum of 10 degrees Celsius. The 
average maximum daytime temperature 
dropped to 29.1 degrees Celsius, and we 

recorded a high of 38 degrees Celsius. Some unusual weather around. 
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Sightings 
 

There were fewer sightings this 
month despite a 12.6% 
occupancy rate. 
The number of predator 
sightings is also down but there 
is one phenomenal set of 
circumstances that came 
together for the one sighting 
that more than made up for it. 
Imagine following leopard 
tracks, coming across 14 wild 
dogs that get attacked by lions 
(unfortunately one got killed), 
continuing with the dogs to find 
hyenas harassing them and then 
for the wild dogs to in turn see 
the hyena off. Upon returning to  

 
the place where the wild dog got killed finding the lions had made a kill and were 
consuming something just out of sight. Wow!  What a sighting. 
Another unusual sighting recorded this month was a white backed night heron at the 
causeway. 
 

 
(Photo by Rene A4)

Poaching  

A woeful month for Balule where we lost two rhinos to poachers. Heading towards Christmas time always seems to bring 
added stress and poaching activity. There were seven incursions during the month. 
 

Infrastructure development

REHABILITATION  

The Old Airstrip and the old Doughnut Dam on Olifants North are areas where human impact has resulted in permanent 
damage to the biomass/vegetation.  

Over the past 13 years numerous attempts have been undertaken to rehabilitate these two areas. The majority with only 
short term positive effects. 

Past methods used. 

 Small dams were built in a mosaic pattern and grass seeds planted in the depressions. 

 About 25 Kanniedood/Comniphora trees were randomly transplanted. 

 The area was ripped along contour lines and then seeded with grass seed on two occasions. 

 

Reasons why the rehabilitation was not 100% successful to date include;  



  

 

 

 

 Shallow soil - area was graded and compacted for the airstrip.  

 Planted trees were removed by elephants over time. 

 Unable to brush pack as there are too few shrubs in the area to cover the emerging grasses. 

 Overgrazing due to too many animals. 

 Predator avoidance behaviour of impala in particular, cause them to congregate in open areas and this further 
increases the over-grazing. 

 The planted grass was too palatable.  

Current improved method that we aim to use: 

 Select two areas that are badly eroded or in need of rehabilitation. 

 Establish exclusion plots using standards, droppers and Veldspan/Bonnox wire to keep grazers off these areas for a 
season or two.  

 Use as much of the material salvaged from the removal of the perimeter fence as possible. 

 Rip the internal area along contours to break the crust and slow rain water down for maximum ground infiltration. 

 Plant grass seed in ripped grooves. 

 When area successfully rehabilitated the fences can be removed and used in another selected exclusion spot. 

The negatives include; 

 Fences are not attractive.  

 Small chance that animals can be injured in the fence. 

 

We believe the negatives are far outweighed by the benefits of the potential rehabilitation.  

On a larger Balule scale further remedial action will in all likelihood also be needed in the form of rotating existing dams and 
removal/culling of impala. 
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DAMS 
Kudu, Ndlovu and Wildebeest 
dams are currently all relatively 
full. The intention is to have 
these dams at about half to 
three quarters full allowing any 
major downpours some 
capacity to fill the dams before 
overflowing. 

(Photo by Tamara A8)

OFFICE & HOUSEKEEPING  
NEWS

General

BIRDING DAY 

On the 24th of November Bird Life South Africa will be holding a Big Bird Day event across South Africa. We would like to 
gauge the interest of ONGR arranging something on this day.  Please e-mail Joe on warden@ongr.co.za if you would like to 
participate. We will have some keen birders assisting with identification on the day so it may be a good learning experience. 
More information is available on - https://www.birdlife.org.za/events/birding-big-day. 
  

 
(Photo by Uli A9)       

 
(Photo by Jason B5)
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WEBSITE PHOTOS 
Thank you to all the members that 
have sent photos for the website. 
Those that have been on the 
reserve in October please go 
through your photos and e-mail – 
we’ve received none in October. 
Please keep sending photos for the 
website to 
webuploads@ongr.co.za or 
webupload@ongr.co.za   

STAFF NEWS 
Nicholas Sambo successfully 
completed the six week field ranger 
course. Well done Nicholas. 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

 
 

 (Photo by Tamara A8) 

(Photo by Kit B8) 

 

CLUBHOUSE 
Members are reminded that the new 
Clubhouse is used at your own risk. 
Parents are advised to ensure that 
children do not walk across the rim / 
overflow wall of the swimming pool at 
any time.   
Please ensure you leave tables and 
chairs as you would like to find them on 
your next visit  
 
UNITS FOR SALE 
 Full Share of B14 and B9.  
½ share in B19 
 

 

 

(Photo by Johann B38) 
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BALULE/LOCAL COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

BALULE OUTREACH TRUST 
 
BACKGROUND INFO 
 
The Balule Outreach Trust is a registered Non-Profit Organisation (NPO) and was established in February 2012 to 
raise funds and engage in community development programs within the Hoedspruit and Phalaborwa communities.  

 
These communities are amongst the poorest, and have some of the worst general education and medical facilities 
in South Africa.  
Stakeholders within the Balule Conservancy are a privileged, conservation minded minority within these 
communities occupying a scarce natural resource which should be preserved now and for the future.  
It is important to empower these communities in order for them to develop themselves in a sustainable manner so 
that they may become better educated, healthy, financially secure and aware of the environment and the need to 
support conservation. 
Through community involvement the Balule Nature Reserve aims to gain the respect of the communities of which it 
is inexorably a part. 

 
The trust is funded by donations from stakeholders who have a vested interest in the Balule 
Nature Reserve as well as other interested parties who are concerned with the development of communities in 
conservation and ecologically sensitive areas. 
 
The Balule Outreach Trust is currently supporting: 

 
1              Three bursaries for learners at Southern Cross School in Hoedspruit. 

 
These learners are academically well above average and are active participants in school activities which including 
sport, drama and the school’s outreach program. 

 
The learners are in grade 12, 10 and 9. The trust keeps up to date on each student’s progress by getting copies of all 
school reports.  

 
It is a long term project and the trust is committed to continue financing each child through to matric. The trust 
would like to raise enough money to support more children and included in this would be the possibility of 
supporting the children of staff of ONGR, ORGR and Jejane if suitable candidates were found. 

 
 

2              The Trust supports SAME (South African Medical Expeditions) who operate in the villages around 
Hoedspruit. 

 
SAME RSA was founded in 2004 as a medical outreach organisation in extreme rural locations where there was little 
or no access to medical support. SAME developed school based medical clinics targeting vulnerable children ages 0 
to 16 years. Through the clinics vulnerable orphans and children were identified and adopted into various Home 
based care support programmes.  



  

 

 

 

 

Since 2015 with the support and funding from Balule Outreach Trust, SAME was able to build 3 separate 
classrooms at the Sigagule Children’s Centre for the use of education.   

 

Over the years the government improved the medical and HIV rollout programmes within the communities and SAME 
changed their focus to children in those communities having more specific medical needs.  

The new clinic at the Sigagule Children’s Centre is one such clinic, and has been functional since January 2018.   

                                                                             
The medical facility at the Centre has a full dispensary where both HIV treatment and medical support is 
rolled out to all orphans and vulnerable children within the SAME support programme. It is run by a 
registered nurse, under the supervision and guidance of paediatrician. 

The centre is equipped to present healthcare education and plans are afoot to improve the remedial 
teaching that is taking place there. 

The teaching methods used at the Centre together with the remedial teaching is showing a vast 
improvement in the various groups. 

 
Olifants North has been an active member of the Balule Outreach Trust from the beginning and we can all be proud 
of the Trust’s achievements.  

 

 


