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Rain and Temperatures
 
The reserve recorded 44mm of rain for 
the month. The total for the year to 
date is 55.8mm. Our records show that 
since 2002 this will be the second driest 
start to the season 
 
El Niño still in a neutral phase but most 
models indicate a strong strengthening 
towards an El Niño phase towards the 
middle of the summer season. This will 
mean below average rainfall conditions 
for us. 
Coupled with this will be above average 
higher temperatures over the northern 
parts of the country. 
 
The average minimum November 
temperature went up quite dramatically 
to 20.7 degrees with a minimum of 15 
degrees. The average maximum 
daytime temperature rose to 32.3 

degrees. One of the days peaked at a sweltering 41 degrees. Summer is 
going to be a scorcher. 
 

                                                                                                          
(Photo by Graham B2)  
 
The first baby impala was seen on the 11th December. 
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Sightings 
 

Sightings have been good and can be a 
result of having an average of 8 units 
occupied every day throughout the 
month. 
The number of predator sightings were 
great with ten different sightings of lions 
– most were around the causeway 
indicating that there is quite a lot of 
movement North and South across the 
bridge. 
 
Marula Drive is becoming a favourite 
haunt for one of the leopards. It is being 
seen regularly in a rocky outcrop on the 
left where Sable Loop enters Marula 
Drive. 
 

A big herd of fifty plus buffalo also made a welcome appearance. 
 
Unusual sightings recorded were African Fin Foot at the causeway, honey 
badger on Camp road and a sable. 
 

 
(Photo by Jean B13)

Poaching  

Three incursion into Balule were detected. Unfortunately we lost one rhino as well. This time without the poachers getting 
the horns. It may mean that they will be forced to try again soon. No-one was arrested but not through lack of trying. 
 

Infrastructure development
CLUBHOUSE 

We are continuing with 
improvement to the clubhouse. The 
reserve has sourced very good red 
gravel locally. So far the 30 tons of 
gravel has covered the entrance 
road from the wire grid to close to 
the start of the exit ramp, which is a 
huge improvement.   

DAMS 
 

 

The three main dams are being 
kept at a level that minimises 
evaporation rates and will allow 
for the rains to fill the dams, 
when they eventually arrive. 

(Photo by David B5)
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OFFICE & HOUSEKEEPING  
NEWS

General

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS  

Olifants North staff would like to wish all 
members and their families a blessed Christmas. 
To those that are travelling - please have a safe 
journey.  

SPOTLIGHTS 

There are a few areas on the reserve where the 
road passes close to houses and spot lights at 
night can easily be shone onto houses. We have 
erected notices at these spots. Please respect 
the notices and the privacy of the people in the 
units 

EMERGENCY AND USEFUL NUMBERS 

Please find attachment to this newsletter a list of 
phone numbers that may be useful during your 
stay. 

CAUSEWAY CLOSURE AND RESTRICTIONS  

The normal restrictions and closures of the causeway over the 
December period will apply.  

16 - 29 December the number of vehicles is restricted to 6 Vehicles 
per day.  

30 December – 02 January the causeway will be closed for game 
drives.  

03 - 15 January the number of vehicles is restricted to 6 Vehicles per 
day.  

 

Members are however able to cross the causeway to visit family and 
friends at their unit.  

If you have not already done so please book through the office for 
those times that you may want to go on a game drive on Olifants River.  

 

.  

 

 
 

 
Splash of colour       

 
(Photo by Graham B2)
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WEBSITE PHOTOS 
Thank you to all the 
members that have sent 
photos for the website. 
Please keep sending photos 
for the website to 
webuploads@ongr.co.za or 
webupload@ongr.co.za 
  

GUEST CONTRIBUTIONS 
From time to time we have the pleasure of guest contributions from members on 
different topics, such as birds and trees, relating to ONGR, included into this 
newsletter. Please see a contribution on wild dogs by Pierre Human on the last page. 
Thank you Pierre.  
 
If you would like to make a contribution or suggest a topic of interest - please make 
contact with Joe. 

  

 
(Photo by Jean B13)  (Photo by David B5) 

 

CLUBHOUSE 
Members are reminded that 
the Clubhouse is used at your 
own risk. Parents are advised to 
ensure that children do not 
walk across the rim / overflow 
wall of the swimming pool at 
any time.   
Please ensure you leave tables 
and chairs in a neat manner - as 
you would like to find them on 
your next visit.  
 
UNITS FOR SALE 
 Full Share of B14.  
½ share in B19 
 
 

 

(Photo by Graham B5) 

 

mailto:webuploads@ongr.co.za
mailto:webupload@ongr.co.za
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BALULE/LOCAL NEWS 

BIRDING DAY 24 November 2018 

ONGR - unofficial birding day - trial run 

“Making plans in the clear light of day on the day before the official Big ONGR Bird day, getting up at 3.30am to meet Joe at 4 
seemed like a good idea, but in reality it was a bit of a drag! But by the time the camp cruiser revved up with Joe at the wheel, 
the picnic basket packed, binos at hand and five keen bushveld birding beans ready to roll out for the day we all felt altogether 
quite excited at the prospect of 12 (bum numbing) hours out in the territory on the hunt for every twitch or tweet!  

Birders speak in awe of the "dawn chorus" when a diversity of birds greet the new day. Now I can understand the reverence. 
 At the first glimmer of light there is the wonderful sound of various birds piping up from the tree tops, calling for mates, 
defending territory, or just singing for the pleasure of greeting the new day or, as in the case of the Spotted Eagle Owl, hooting 
"Hu-Hoooo " in low tones and the Fiery Necked Nightjar calling gently, "good lord deliver us" as they in turn settle down as the 
orange glow of the rising sun intensifies across the Olifants River.” – Liz McKenzie 
 
The morning session was spent north of the Olifants River. The first part covered the north-western part of the reserve with a 
coffee stop at Wildebeest dam at about 08h00.

 
 
After driving to The Pools and ending at the causeway where we did a brief drive along Pel’s Loop at noon. We had reached a 
relatively respectable figure of 80 birds by this stage. 

 
A midday rest was called for and we got together again at 15h00 for the excursion on the southern side of the Olifants River. 
We ended close to the Phalaborwa barrage with interesting sightings of water birds.  
 
Thank you to Struwig/Olifants River East Conservancy for allowing us access, to Jock and Liz McKenzie B32 (providing the 
necessary expertise), Nick Costas and Francois Morel A6 for participating in this year’s birding day.  

 
With failing light and rugby calling strongly we headed home, managing to get back to the clubhouse having only missed 15 
minutes of the start of the Springbok/Wales game.  

 
With a total count of birds, seen or heard and verified by at least 2 others, of 105 it was great day and one we hope to repeat 
next year. 
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BIRDING DAY LIST 2018    
FAMILY NAME  FAMILY NAME 

AVOCET PIED  KINGFISHER BROWN-HOODED 

BABBLER ARROW-MARKED    PIED 

BARBET BLACK-COLLARD    WOODLAND 

  CRESTED  LAPWING(PLOVER) BLACKSMITH 

  PIED ACACIA    WHITE-CROWNED 

BATELEUR    LARK SABOTA 

BATIS CHINSPOT  MARTIN SAND 

BEE-EATER LITTLE  MOUSEBIRD SPECKLED 

  WHITE-FRONTED  NIGHTJAR FIERY-NECKED 

BUSHSHRIKE GREYHEADED   ORIOLE BLACK-HEADED 

  ORANGEBREASTED  OWL SPOTTED EAGLE 

CANARY YELLOW FRONTED  OWLET AFRICAN BARRED 

CHAT MOCKING CLIFF    PEARLSPOTTED 

CISTICOLA RATTLING  OPENBILL AFRICAN 

CORMORANT REED  OSPREY WESTERN 

CROMBEC LONGBILLED   OXPECKER RED-BILLED 

CROW PIED  PETRIA YELLOW-THROATED 

CUCKOO DIDERICK  PRINIA TAWNY-FLANKED 

  RED-CHESTED  PUFFBACK BLACK-BACKED 

DOVE LAUGHING  PYTILIA 
GREEN-WINGED (MELBA 
FINCH) 

  CAPE TURTLE  QUELEA RED-BILLED 

  EMERALD-SPOTTED  ROLLER PURPLE 

DRONGO FORK-TAILED    LILAC -BREASTED 

DUCK KNOB-BILLED  SANDERLING   

  WHITE-FACED WHISTLING  SANDPIPER COMMON 

  AFRICAN HAWK-EAGLE    WOOD 

  MARTIAL  SCIMITARBILL COMMON 

  WAHLBERGS  SCRUB ROBIN WHITE-BROWED SCRUB 

EGRET CATTLE  SHRIKE MAGPIE 

  LITTLE    
SOUTHERN WHITE-
CROWNED 

  GREAT WHITE  SPARROW  SOUTHERN GREYHEADED 

FIREFINCH JAMESON'S  SPARROW-HAWK LITTLE 

FLYCATCHER MARICO  SPOONBILL AFRICAN 

  SPOTTED  SPURFOWL NATAL 

GO-AWAY-BIRD GREY    SWAINSONS 

GOOSE EGYPTIAN  STARLING CAPE GLOSSY 

  SPURWINGED   SUNBIRD MARICO 

GOSAWK SHIKRA    WHITE-BELLIED 

GUINEAFOWL HELMETED  SWALLOW BARN 

HAMERKOP HAMERKOP    WIRE-TAILED 

HARRIER-HAWK AFRICAN   TCHAGRA BLACK-CROWNED 

HELMET-SHRIKE WHITE-CRESTED    BROWN-CROWNED 

HERON GOLIATH    THICK-KNEE WATER 

  GREY  TIT SOUTHERN BLACK 

  STRIATED  VULTURE HOODED 

HOOPOE AFRICAN    WHITE-BACKED 

HORNBILL GREY  WAGTAIL AFRICAN PIED 

  REDBILLED  WAXBILL BLUE 

  
SOUTHERN YELLOW-
BILLED   WEAVER RED-BILLED BUFFALO 

IBIS HADEDA    SOUTHERN MASKED 

JACANA AFRICAN    RED-HEADED 

    WOODPECKER BEARDED 

 
 



  

 

 

 

NEWS `n VIEWS 
PAINTED WOLVES OF MASEKE 

by Pierre Human 
 
No matter what you call them Cape Hunting Dogs are one of the most enigmatic and charismatic animals on the 
African continent - unfortunately they are also one of the most persecuted. 
 
With numbers as low as 6000 across the continent and considered to be extinct in 23 countries that make up their 
historical range they are Africa's second most endangered carnivore behind the Ethiopian Wolf. 
 
Throughout the Greater Kruger there are believed to be no more than 350 individual dogs. 
 

 (Photo by David B5) 
 
In March this year 4 adult wild dogs were discovered sunning themselves on the cutline with the western boundary 
fence running parallel to the R40. 
 
Thereafter the dogs kept a low profile however sightings were still frequent until tragedy struck ... 
 
On a cold and drizzly morning the wolves decided to dig under the fence line looking for greener pastures resulting in 
one of the dogs being hit by a speeding motorist on the R40. 
 
After that incident the 3 remaining dogs disappeared for almost a month and when they returned there was a 
different type of shock - the 3 adults had returned with another 2 adults - apparently loners accepted into the existing 
pack. 
 
Sightings then became frequent and localised on Maseke to the extent that it was suspected that the pack was 
denning on that section of the reserve. 
 
One sunny morning in September the pack revealed their pups to field guides on Maseke - 9 in total - boosting the 
pack to 14 in number. 
 
On 23 September Dan Odendaal (B33) called in 6 adult dogs at Ndhlovu dam shortly before sunset. 
 
On the morning of 30 September 4 adult dogs were spotted by Jean Du Rand (B13) north-west of Ndhlovu dam close 
to the Parsons Maseke cutline junction. 



  

 

 

 

 

 (Photo by David B5) 
 
Over the next few weeks the pups grew in stature and confidence however in the short space of a week in October 
tragedy struck again ... 
 
One pup was killed by two lionesses on ONGR on 27 October as witnessed by Johann Grobbelaar (B38) whilst another 
two pups decided the R40 was a good place to play and unfortunately fell victim to another high speed motorist 
thereby reducing the pack to 11 individuals. 
 
This last weekend the dogs were seen twice on ONGR - the first sighting being on Saturday called in by David Levin 
(B5) and then again at the Pools on Sunday morning. 
 
The pack has certainly had a roller - coaster ride to date but hopefully the remaining 6 pups will all live to adulthood 
not only to boost population figures but to give us memorable moments watching the pack run eat and play. 
12/08 *According to the sightings listed on the web site John and Eileen Fletcher (B35) spotted the dogs at the pools 
last Sunday 
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