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Rain and Temperatures
 
We recorded 10 rainy days in December 
that gave us 97mm of rain. This brings 
our total for the year to date to 
153mm. While this is more than 25% 
below what we normally receive no one 
can complain about how well the bush 
is looking. 
 
El Niño has strengthened marginally 
over the last month.  
Above-normal rainfall conditions are 
expected to continue over most parts of 
the summer rainfall areas during late-
summer (Jan-Feb-Mar) but from then 
the likelihood is it will get a lot drier.   
 
Overall higher temperatures are still 
expected moving towards the late-
summer and early autumn periods.  
 

Temperatures for November and December were very similar. The big 
difference though has been the humidity. With humidity so high that the 
only way to keep cool was to be in the pool and to keep well hydrated 
(read beers).  
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Sightings 
Sightings of predators have been 
exceptional this month. The 27 different 
sightings of lions have obviously been 
helped by the number of people on the 
reserve but it has helped that at least 3 
prides of lions are utilising the Olifants 
North area. 
Twelve leopard sightings are nothing to 
be sneezed at either. 
Wild dog sightings were the icing on the 
cake. 
Unusual sightings reported during 
December included honey badger, 
mating hyena, dwarf bittern, marsh 
mongoose and white-backed night 
herons. 
 

 
(Splash of colour) 
 

Poaching  

December sadly saw one Balule rhino poached. There were two other incursions that saw the poachers leaving empty 
handed. There are definitely fewer rhinos currently on Balule, mostly because they are looking for greener pastures, which 
makes them harder to find.   
 

Infrastructure development
 

HUGH’S VIEW 

An elephant broke a huge branch off 
the Marula tree providing shade for 
the hide causing a lot of damage to 
the roof structure. This has now 
been repaired and the hide is fully 
functional again. 

DAMS 
 

 

Our three main dams have held 
their water well despite the 
heat and game utilisation. 
Elephant especially have been 
making good use of the dams. 
Members have spent long 
fruitful hours at these dams 
enjoying the activity that 
naturally occurs there.  

(Photo by Dan B33)
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OFFICE & HOUSEKEEPING  
NEW

General

NEW YEAR’S EVE CELEBRATIONS 
A big thank you to Bernard, Reinette and the staff for making this year’s New Year celebrations a huge success. The 
arrangements beforehand, setting up the tables and then the big clean the next day requires a lot of hard work. Well over a 
hundred people attended and everyone had a most enjoyable night, especially the one or two die-hards that pooled their 
resources and saw the “dawning of a new year”. 

SIGHTINGS PROTOCOL/ETTIQUITE  
A full version is available on our website and we encourage members to become familiar with it.  

Members are ultimately responsible for the compliance with regulations, and should make sure their guests are aware of 
them as well. 

1. The driver of the first vehicle at a sighting takes control 
of the sighting and should call the sighting on the radio.  

2. It is desirable that not more than four vehicles be at a 
sighting. While no rules are established to govern this 
behaviour, sensible management of numbers should be 
left at the discretion of the control vehicle.  

3. Permission to enter the sighting should be requested 
when approaching the sighting.  

4. Except in unique circumstances such as a safety risk, or 
when the number of vehicles are already at the sighting, 
permission should not be refused. The person controlling 
the sighting may advise the route to be taken and the 
position to stop in.  

5. If the person controlling the sighting refuses an 
approach to a sighting, the requesting vehicle should stay 
out of sight until invited to join. 

6. Vehicles should not be parked in, and a clear escape 
route must always be available to all vehicles.   

 7. When vehicles are standing by to join a sighting, 
vehicles at the sighting should depart after a reasonable 
time (say 15 – 20 minutes) to allow others to enjoy the 
sighting.  

8. Do not leave the engine running at a sighting.  

9. Noise should be kept to a minimum and conversation 
should be in whispers.  Radio volume should be turned 
down.  

10. When the controlling vehicle wishes to depart, the 
driver of another vehicle at the sighting should be 
requested to take over control.  

11. Research suggests that viewing game from a distance 
of 30m to 50m generally does not influence their normal 
behaviour. Consequently, animals, particularly potentially 
dangerous game, should therefore not be approached to 
within 30m. 

   

(Photo by Graham B2) 
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WEBSITE PHOTOS 
Thank you to all the members that have sent 
photos for the website. Those that have been on 
the reserve in December please go through your 
photos and e-mail – we’ve had none this month. . 
Please keep sending photos for the website to 
webuploads@ongr.co.za or 
webupload@ongr.co.za 
 

GUEST CONTRIBUTIONS 
From time to time we have the pleasure of guest contributions 
on different topics, such as birds and trees, relating to ONGR, 
included into this newsletter. Please see a contribution on 
leopards by Zala Hajdinjak on the last page. Thank you Zala.  
 
If you would like to make a contribution or suggest a topic of 
interest - please make contact with Joe. 

  

 
(Photo by Jean B13)  (Photo by David B5) 

 

CLUBHOUSE 
Members are reminded that 
the Clubhouse is used at your 
own risk. Parents are advised to 
ensure that children do not 
walk across the rim / overflow 
wall of the swimming pool at 
any time.   
Please ensure you leave tables 
and chairs in a neat manner - as 
you would like to find them on 
your next visit.  
 
UNITS FOR SALE 
 Full Share of B14.  
½ share in B19 
 
 

 

(Photo by John B35) 
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BALULE/LOCAL NEWS 

Below is an abbreviated   version with the full version (photos and maps) being available on the ONGR website 
under Ecology-Fauna 

OLIFANTS NORTH GAME RESERVE LEOPARD ID GUIDE 

     By Zala Hajdinjak 

 

This guide was inspired by the work of Matthew Schurch on Kgalagadi leopard 
identification and was compiled using ON and ORGR members’ photographs.  

The leopards have been identified based on their facial markings and rosettes on their 
bodies. The leopards in this guide are limited to those photographed since December 
2016. Accordingly, there may be many more leopards on Olifants North Game Reserve 
which have yet to be photographed.  

Photographs of all sightings prior to December 2016 have been kept in the database 
and will be compared with photographs of future sightings. The guide will be updated 
on 6-12-monthly basis, depending on the number of sightings.  

Wherever possible each leopard named in the guide has photographs of the left and 
right side of its head and body. Maps with all the sightings of each named leopard are 
attached which are indicative of the leopard’s home range.  

A map with distribution of all identified leopards is included in the attachment.  

All the leopards are named after mythological African gods:  

• • Alla the Goddess of Fertility 

• • Yemaya the Goddess of Childbirth  

• • Yasigi the Goddess of Dancing  

• • Agwe Goddess of the Sea  

• • Minona the Goddess of Fortune-telling and Magic  

• • Banga the God of Clear and Muddy waters  

• • Tore God of Woods, Animals and Hunting  

• • Dongo the God of Thunder  

• • Jakuta the God of Lightning  

  



  

 

 

 

i. ALLA  

Sex: Female  

Born: Unknown  

First sighted: 31 March 2010  

Last sighted: 17 December 2018  

Range: Mostly around the river and causeway   

Offspring: Yemaya  

General Info: Seen mating with Banga in December 
2018 

 

ii. YEMAYA  

Sex: Female  

Born: Early 2014  

First sighted: 23 August 2014  

Last sighted: 11 February 2017   

Range: Sighting at Ndlovu dam  

Mother: Alla  

 

iii. YASIGI  

Sex: Female  

Born: Unknown  

First sighted: 5 January 2017  

Last sighted: 8 April 2017  

Range: Around Darasandi and Sedumoni drive  

 

 

 

 

iv. AGWE  

Sex: Female  

Born: Unknown  

First sighted: 19 December 2017  

Last sighted: 25 December 2017  

Location: Pel’s Loop ORGR and River road ON  

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

v. MINONA  

Sex: Female  

Born: Unknown  

First sighted: 10 March 2018  

Last sighted: 10 March 2018  

Range: Close to Wildebeest dam  

 

vi. BANGA  

Sex: Male  

Born: Unknown  

First sighted: 1 October 2016  

Last sighted: 17 December 2018  

Location: Around Causeway and River N and S  

General info: Seen mating with Alla in December 
2018 

vii. TORE  

Sex: Unknown  

Born: Unknown  

First sighted: 30 November 2018  

Last sighted: 30 November 2018  

Location: Kudu pan  

 

viii. DONGO  

Sex: Male  

Born: Unknown  

First sighted: 12 October 2017  

Last sighted: 12 October 2017  

Location: Klipspringer Koppie

ix. JAKUTA  

Sex: Unknown  

Born: Unknown  

First sighted: 30 December 2017  

Last sighted: 30 December 2017  

Range: Kudu Pan  

 

x. CUB  

Sex: Unknown  

Born: ~February 2018  

First sighted: 13 July 2018  

Last sighted: 13 July 2018  

Location: Instant Alley   

General Info: Seen alone 
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