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Rain and Temperatures
 
North of the river recorded 151mm of 
rain for February with one downpour of 
91mm in an hour. This is well over the 
60mm we normally record for the 
month of February.  
 
Above-normal rainfall conditions are 
expected over the summer rainfall 
regions over the next couple of months. 
 
Mostly higher temperatures are still 
expected going into autumn. February’s 
average minimum temperature was 
23.6deg C with a low of 21 deg C and 
the average maximum temperature was 
30.6deg C with of a high of 37 deg C. 
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Sightings 
Lions were spotted near the Old Airstrip, 
the upper River Road and Nyathi Roads. 
Four leopard sightings helped keep the 
predator sighting active. 
Unusual sightings included honey 
badger, crocodile on Ebony Road and a 
black mamba on Panzi Link. 
 
Birders came to the fore this month with 
Painted snipe, Lesser spotted eagle, 
Monotonous lark, Lanner falcon, 
Common quail, Harlequin quail and 
Kurrichane buttonquail being seen  

                  (Photo by Lynne B9) 
 

Poaching  

We lament the loss of two rhinos to poaching in February. A calf was rescued and is doing well. 
Three incursions were found that were deemed rhino related and then there were at least two other incursions that had to 
do with copper theft. 
 

Infrastructure development
 

Roads 
The one heavy downpour resulted in 
damage to roads especially to the 
steeper ones. Bernard and the team 
have been patching in places but 
with more heavy rains being 
predicted they concentrated on the 
worst sections only. 
. 

(Photo by Lynne B9)

DAMS  
All four dams have water in 
them and are being maintained 
at the ¾ plus levels.  

(Photo by Dan B33)
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OFFICE & HOUSEKEEPING  
NEW

General

INVASIVE PLANTS 

Cocklebur plants come up regularly on 
the banks of the Olifants River. We have 
recently finished the annual spray to 
help control the spread of this 
unwanted plant to areas away from the 
river. It is an impossible task to 
eradicate as re-infestation occurs 
continuously from upstream 
 

UNITS FOR SALE 

½ share in B19 

 

    
(Photo by Graham B2)  

 
WEBSITE PHOTOS 
Thank you to all the members that have sent 
photos for the website. Those that have been 
on the reserve in January please go through 
your photos and e-mail it to us. Please keep 
sending photos for the website to 
webuploads@ongr.co.za or 
webupload@ongr.co.za 
 

GUEST CONTRIBUTIONS 
From time to time we have the pleasure of guest contributions on 
different topics, such as birds and trees, relating to ONGR, included 
into this newsletter. Please see a contribution on Amur falcons by 
Roy Sarkinon the last page. Thank youRoy.  
 
If you would like to make a contribution or suggest a topic of interest 
- please make contact with Joe. 

CLUBHOUSE 
Members are reminded that the Clubhouse is used at your 
own risk. Parents are advised to ensure that children do not 
walk across the rim / overflow wall of the swimming pool at 
any time. 
While the clubhouse is in the “open air” - please refrain from 
smoking within the building structure to facilitate an 
enjoyable experience for all members and guests. 
Please ensure you leave tables and chairs in a neat manner - 
as you would like to find them on your next visit.  
 

 

(Photo by Jean B13)
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LOCAL NEWS  

MIGRATION OF AMUR FALCONS 

By Roy Sarkin 

Hi All,  

This article is about the migration of an Amur Falcons, often seen in small groups on Olifants. An amazing migration from 
Newcastle in SA to Mongolia. 

In the autumn of 2011 ten Amur Falcons were trapped (with great difficulty) and fitted with a tiny transmitter weighing 5 
grams on their backs at a cost of R26 000 each. 

To download the information from the transmitter from the satellite orbiting 850 kilometres above the earth is another R26 
000. 

The birds were not given names but numbers, the bird we will be tracking is number 95773. 

The birds were trapped at Newcastle in Natal at the biggest roost of these falcons which have been roosting there for many 
years. 

She lifts off on an epic 14560 km journey part of which will be a five day nonstop 5912 km flight, mostly over the Indian Ocean, 
a journey scientists describe as amazing. 

On March the 10th she departs Newcastle and crosses into Swaziland where she spends 5 days, she then crosses into 
Mozambique where she flies 1036 km in 24 hours. 

March 22 she arrives in Tanzania and on the 23 she crosses into southern Somalia. She then flies parallel to the coast and 
leaves the coast on April the 17th and starts flying over the Indian Ocean. 

April 18th she flies over the ocean near the Arabian coast and on April the 19th she is about 270 km south west of Karachi. 

On April 20th she flies over eastern India. I must mention a place called Nagaland in north-east India, where the falcons gather 
in what is the largest gathering of birds of prey in the world.  

 



  

 

 

 

The birds were being mist netted and sold for food, in just one week 120 000 were slaughtered in this manner, fortunately the 
Indian government has stopped mass killing of these birds. 

Back to 95773, on April 21 her five day nonstop flight ends near Mandalay in eastern Burma where she rests for 6 days before 
taking off again. 

After several other stops she arrives at her destination, the breeding grounds of the Amur Falcon in Mongolia. 

These falcons are named after the Amur River which is 4 350 km long and ends in the Sea of Okhotsk. 

In the next article I will discuss how birds find their way and more interesting journeys undertaken by birds on their annual 
migration. 

  

Happy birding  

Roy 

 

 


