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Rain and Temperatures
 
No rain was recorded in May.  
The season total remains on 
455mm which means we are 
now 12% below our long term 
average.  
 
Grass cover is exceptional for 
this time of the year and 
spotting animals that don’t 
want to be found can be rather 
difficult.  
 
Temperatures continue to get 
colder and it is now almost time 
for long pants and jackets even 
though from 10 o’clock 
onwards the days are very 
pleasant indeed. The average 
minimum temperature during 
May has been 14.6 deg C and 
the average maximum 28 deg C.  

 

 
                                                       (Photo by Tamara A8)
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Sightings 
                                                                                                        

 
 

Sightings of Pom Pom, her two 
pride sisters and their cubs have 
been few and far between during 
the latter part of the month. We 
suspect they have moved to 
Parsons/Mailman’s but in the 
normal course of proceedings will 
return to their normal haunts. 
Other lions have also been seen at 
Wildebeest Dam, Ndlovu dam and 
Secret Valley.  
Leopard have been spotted on the 
ridge between B10 and B12, Instant 
Alley, Camp Road and around the 
causeway. 
Some noteworthy sightings 
reported were three African wild 
cat at Wildebeest dam, porcupine 
and hyena.   
 

 
                                         (Photo by Steven B21)

Poaching  

No rhino were poached on Balule during the month. There were four incursions. Two were related to house break-ins and 
one to copper theft. Besides the de-horning that has been done it helped that poachers were arrested before they could 
enter our boundary.  
 

Infrastructure development

                                                                                 
(Photo by Kenny B7) 

Roads 
Most roads are in reasonable shape. Without 
proper rain the roads have become a more difficult 
to maintain although we have found that dragging 
tyres from time to time does help. 
 
DAMS  
Ndlovu dam is half full but reducing in volume of 
water almost daily while Wildebeest and Kudu 
dams are both relatively full. Pebble Loop dam is 
empty. One of the projects earmarked for this year 
is to pump water out of the Olifants River to three 
of our dams, with Pebble being one of them. 
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OFFICE & HOUSEKEEPING  
NEW

General

GUEST CONTRIBUTIONS: 

From time to time we have the pleasure 
of guest contributions from members 
relating to ONGR, included into this 
newsletter. Please see a wild dog 
contribution compiled by Pierre Human 
on the last page. Thank you Pierre.  

If you would like to make a contribution 
or suggest a topic of interest - please 
make contact with Joe. 

 

ORGR - NEW MANAGEMENT COUPLE 

A big welcome is extended to Nick and 
Kerry Leuenberger, who are the new 
managers at Olifants River. We wish 
them a long and successful stay.  

UNITS FOR SALE 

½ share in B19 

(Photo by John B35)

 

 
                                                                                                                          (Photo by Kenny B7)  

WEBSITE PHOTOS 
Thank you to all the members that have sent 
photos for the current website. Those that have 
been on the reserve in May please go through 
your photos and e-mail to 
webuploads@ongr.co.za or 
webupload@ongr.co.za 
 
CLUBHOUSE 
Members are reminded that the Clubhouse is 
used at your own risk. Parents are advised to 
ensure that children do not walk across the rim / 
overflow wall of the swimming pool at any time. 
Please ensure you leave tables and chairs in a 
neat manner - as you would like to find them on 
your next visit.

 

mailto:webuploads@ongr.co.za
mailto:webupload@ongr.co.za
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OLIFANTS LEOPARD PROJECT   
 
Thank you to the members that have sent photos to help identify leopards on both sides of the Olifants River. 
 
It is an ongoing project and all photos are greatly appreciated.  
 

 
(Photo by Ruthie 37) 

 
A full ID kit of the Olifants River leopards is available on our website in the Ecology section. 
 
Please email new photos you have of Olifants’ leopards, to leopardsorgr@gmail.com with the following information- 
 

 All photos of the sighting – no matter the quality, preferably in JPEG and above 2 megabytes (but not edited or in 
RAW format); 

 The name of the photographer and unit number – this is for copyright purposes; 

 The date of the sighting – at least the month and year; 

 The location of the sighting – please be as precise as possible.  There are grid maps available from the website, and 
a further description of where it was seen or even a GPS location (e.g. Nkonkoni Dam:  Map Grid W10 and the 
leopard was at the Northern side of the dam drinking/ walking on Nyoga Loop) is very useful; 

 The sex of the leopard; 

 Any other general information – whether the leopard was sporting any battle scars/limping; was with any other 
leopard; if it was on a kill etc. 

 
Zala and Callan, together with the two Olifants’ offices would like to keep the ID guide up-to-date and need members help 
with this, so please keep sending leopard photos.  

mailto:leopardsorgr@gmail.com
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BALULE/ONGR   
 

THE AFRICAN WILD DOG: FASCINATING FACTS 

Compiled by Pierre Human 

 

Scientific name: Lycaon pictus 

Other names: Painted hunting dog, Painted wolf, African hunting dog, Cape hunting dog or African painted dog 

Conservation status: Endangered (population decreasing) 

 

African wild dogs are one of Africa's lesser known animals and certainly some of the most misunderstood 

Due to them being critically endangered, with an estimated five thousand dogs left in the wild, sightings are 
considered rare outside of specific areas 

 

 (Photo by Tamara A8) 

 

Interestingly, research has revealed that the decision by a group of African wild dogs to get up from rest and hit the 
road to hunt as a collective pack is a democratic one, albeit with a twist: Votes are cast by way of sneezes 

Those dogs that wish to participate in the vote do so by sneezing, and, just like in company meetings, once a 
certain number (quorum) of votes has been reached (sneezes made) the pack will obey the results of the vote and 
move on 

But that’s not all…. 



  

 

 

 

It appears that higher ranking members of the pack have to sneeze less often in order to achieve a quorum 

So, for example, a high-ranking pack member may have to sneeze just three times to achieve the same result as a 
lower ranked member that may have to sneeze ten times 

This is a form of democracy, modified to reflect rank. Persistent lower ranking dogs can achieve the desired results 
if they are persistent, and sneeze often enough. As such, the ‘will of the group’ may override dominant preferences 
when the consensus of subordinates is sufficiently great 

 

 (Photo by Tamara A8) 

 

Wild dogs are among the most ruthless and efficient of hunters, achieving excellent success rates because of high 
levels of co-operation amongst pack members thereby being able to boast an 80% success rate with hunts 

They also have one of the most peaceful of pack dynamics, with a dominant (alpha) female and male governing 
reproduction and other pack members assisting to keep pups safe and fed 

The use of voting mechanisms is seen in several other species, including meerkats, capuchin monkeys, and 
honeybees. The exhalation of air to communicate is also seen in dingoes and coyotes, but it appears that wild dogs 
are the only dogs to use ‘sneeze voting’ in decision making 

The research was conducted in Botswana’s Okavango Delta by Reena H. Walker and her colleagues from the 
Botswana Predator Conservation Trust, as well as the Universities of Swansea, in the United Kingdom, New South 
Wales, in Australia and Brown University, in the United States 

 

 

 


