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Rain and Temperatures
 
No rain was recorded in 
June.  The total for the 
season remains on 455mm 
and stays 12% short of our 
long-term average.  
 
Looking at the graph on 
the right you can see we 
are still in a distinct dry 
cycle.  
 
In February we had an 
exceptional 150mm of 
rain, without which the 
current grass cover would 
not be nearly as good as it 
is.  
 
The Olifants River 
embankments are looking 
rather stark. 

 
 
Colder temperatures prevail and early morning especially can be very chilly. Day time can be 
rather warm, on one day we recorded 31deg C. The average minimum temperature for June 
has been 11.5 deg C and the average maximum 26 deg C. One probably needs to keep some 
perspective in that in parts of the world this would be summertime temperatures.    
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Sightings 
                                                                                                        

 
 

There are at least two lion prides 
active on Olifants North at the 
moment. Pom Pom’s group is seen 
fairly regularly between the 
causeway and Moolman’s airstrip. 
There was a concern that 
something may have happened to 
the cubs when the females 
“disappeared” onto Olifants River 
for a day or two. They are happily 
reunited. The other pride of 2 
males, 3 females and 3 cubs 
frequent Ndlovu and Wildebeest 
dams.  
Members have seen leopard on 6 
occasions. 
Other sightings worth mentioning 
are freckled nightjar, klipspringer at 
The Pools, two honey badgers and 
Meller’s mongoose.   

 
(Photo by John B35) 

                          

Poaching  

Another month with no rhino poached on Balule! There was however at least one incursion linked to a poaching attempt. 
Other incursions involved bush meat poaching and copper theft. The de-horning has without a doubt had a positive effect 
on poaching in our area. 
 

Infrastructure development

                                                                     (Photo by Graham B2) 

 

Clubhouse carports 
 All the vertical poles have been planted and the angled almost 
horizontal poles joining the back poles to the front poles are 
also in place. We have waited for the cement holding the poles 
to set and harden properly and will start the next phase this 
month.  
 
DAMS  
Ndlovu dam is about a third full. We were not able to pump 
water to this dam for about a week after elephants pulled out 
the pipes at the borehole. Wildebeest and Kudu dams are both 
relatively full. Pebble Loop dam is empty.  We plan on 
commencing the digging of the trench for the pipeline linking 
the Sedumoni to Pebble Loop dam mid-month.
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OFFICE & HOUSEKEEPING  
NEW

General

GUEST CONTRIBUTIONS: 

From time to time we have the pleasure of guest 
contributions from members relating to ONGR, 
included into this newsletter. Please see a creepy 
contribution by Liz McKenzie. Thank you Liz.  

If you would like to make a contribution or suggest 
a topic of interest - please make contact with Joe. 

WINTER WINE TASTING SAFARI 

Together with the Ahrens family wines from the 
Cape and the Safari Wine Club from Hoedspruit a 
unique package is on offer whereby the wine maker 
himself will present some of their unique; all in 
combination with a 3 night stay in luxury 
accommodation. 

Enjoy game drives in the wilderness of the central 
Tuli Block in Botswana, the walking safaris along the 
Limpopo River banks whilst having these quality 
wines paired with some real winter meals. 

DATES  IN JULY 22ND –OUT JULY 25TH  

RATES R9 000 PP SHARING ALL ACTIVITIES 
AND MEALS INCLUDED 

CONTACT info@the-africa-experience.com or 
0735739622 or 0823164363 or  
www.theafricaexperience.com 

REMINDERS 

OFF ROAD RIDING – members are requested not to drive off-road, if 
you need to make a U turn it is always better to do a 3 point turn. 

BABOONS/MONKEYS – being mid-winter food is becoming scarce for 
these primates and they will start becoming more brazen. Please 
ensure that windows and doors are closed or locked when you are on 
game drives. Also don’t leave fruit/food displayed on tables or 
counters where they can be seen.  

UNITS FOR SALE 

½ share in B19 

 

(Photo by Dan B33)

WEBSITE PHOTOS 

Thank you to all the members that have sent 
photos for the current website. Those that have 
been on the reserve in June please go through your 
photos and e-mail to webuploads@ongr.co.za or 
webupload@ongr.co.z 

CLUBHOUSE 

Members are reminded that the Clubhouse is used at your own risk. 
Parents are advised to ensure that children do not walk across the 
rim / overflow wall of the swimming pool at any time. 

Please ensure you leave tables and chairs in a neat manner - as you 
would like to find them on your next visit.

mailto:info@the-africa-experience.com
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BALULE/ONGR   
 

THE NATURE OF CREEPING THINGS. 

Liz McKenzie. 

At this time of the year when the rest of the country is shivering in their winter boots, we at ONGR are often 
enjoying warm dry days that can reach 30c. As the trees shed their autumn wear and the golden grasses turn 
brown the evergreen trees, stubbornly clinging to their summer wear, stand out against the dry bush catch my eye. 
We all love these trees that give us welcome deep shade in the heat of the day such as the Balanites maughami – 
the green thorn, the Xanthocercis zambesiaca- the nyalatree, and the Diospyros mespiliformis-what a complicated 
name for a jackalberry tree! Of course the ficus variety remain summer clad all year round as well. 

 

You may be scanning the bush in a particularly dry area when an unusually green canopy catches your eye. Should 
you care to look carefully instead of scanning, you will see that the green leaves that are draped over the tree 
which is totally bare of its leaves, are those from a Hippocratea Africana. An extraordinarily grand name for the 
Paddle Pod, an indigenous climbing shrub or creeper.  The pods of this plant are shaped like those of a paddle. This 
tenacious creeper can grow up to 15 metres if it has a tall host on which to creep. The stem can reach the girth of a 
mature python. A good example can be seen on the right side of the road approaching the flood plain. The creeper 
smothered a mature Lannea schweinfurthi, a false marula tree. (It was blessed with this unfortunate name thanks 
to a George August Schweinfurthii who travelled in Africa between 1863 -1888.) The vine has become so heavy 
that it has split a large limb from the tree and now lies tangled on the ground.  This creeper is also visible covering 
the crown of the tall pale stemmed Steganotaenia araliacea - the carrot tree, growing amongst the rocks on the 
left side of the koppie behind Wildebeest Pan. Give it time and the paddle pod will certainly kill this lovely rare 
tree. Traditionally, extracts of the roots of the paddle pod is used to treat malaria, body pains, diabetes and 
diarrhoea. 

 

   



  

 

 

 

Since you are still at Wildebeest, look at the tall dead tree on the skyline in the centre of the koppie. While the tree 
is obviously long gone it sports a canopy of green leaves. This is also the work of another creeper, the Capparis 
tomentosa- the woolly caper bush. This is a robust woody climber that uses sharp paired hooked spines to 
scramble over trees and shrubs, but it too can stand alone as a shrub. The fruits are green, ripening to orange. An 
example that can be closely examined can be shown to you by our excellent rangers who lead the walks along the 
rocky ridge above the old air strip. While monkeys eat the fruits, the leaves are toxic to domestic stock, it’s been 
known to kill browsing goats, but even so, traditional medicines are made for man from this plant to treat 
diarrhoea and swelling due to water retention. Some men may be tougher than goats? 

 

On your way home in the evening, hungry and looking forward to that braai, you might smell something that 
makes you stomach growl! You know it, it’s the Phyllanthus reticulatus of course, or to those not in the know- the 
potato bush. This is a dense deciduous scrambling, twiggy shrub or creeper that is at first not so easy to identify. 
You will find it in the camp tangled in the false marula tree, just follow your nose! As for traditional remedies that 
can be made from this plant we are spoilt for choice. 

 

The leaves can be used to treat an internal haemorrhage as well as for treating anaemia? The powdered leaf is 
used to treat burns and sores that appear on unmentionable parts of the body.  In Zululand a bark infusion is made 
for bathing in. This charm will conceal your secrets from a diviner. Mix this infusion with the bark from a green 
thorn tree, stir vigorously 3 times a day. Lick up this froth and your vision will be improved no end!                                                     

Lastly, I understand that in Zambia a concoction is made from this gentle potato bush which is used for poisoning 
criminals. 

In conclusion. Do not try any of these remedies at home! 

 

 

 


