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Rain and Temperatures
 
The month of August produced no rain. Most other 
years would have recorded between 2 and 4mm.  
Temperatures are slowly on the rise with average daily 
temperatures ranging between 15 degrees C and 30.1 
degrees C, with one of the day up to 35 degrees C which 
may be an indication of a very hot summer to come.   

Sightings 
 

With a 19% occupancy for the month one would expect 
the sightings to be good and the website bears this out. 
Lion sightings yielded the most with 18 different reports 
– Pom Pom and her pride were seen most frequently on 
both the North and the South banks 
Leopard were mostly seen on Camp Road, near the 
causeway and at Kudu and Wildebeest dams. 
Interesting sightings included an otter, ground hornbills, 
grey rhebok and African wildcat.  

 
(Photo by John B34)
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Poaching  

No rhinos were lost to poaching in Balule this month.  
There was however one unconfirmed incursion when people were observed in the distance but no tracks were found.  
 

Infrastructure development
 
DAMS
The trench to Pebble Loop dam has 
been completed and we are about half 
way done with putting down a layer of 
river sand.  
We envisage this project to be 
completed by the end of September. 
 
The water levels in all three main dams 
are being maintained at present levels.  
Kudu Pan developed some green algae 
again during the month but it has been 
flushed over the spillway. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CLUBHOUSE CARPORTS 

 
Slowly but surely the carports are 
starting to take shape.  
 
All the major horizontal poles are in 
place and we are waiting for the delivery 
of lathes so that we can complete this 
project, also by the end of September. 
 

(Photo by David  A9) 
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OFFICE & HOUSEKEEPING  
NEWS

General

GUEST CONTRIBUTIONS: 

From time to time we have the pleasure of guest 
contributions from members relating to ONGR and 
surrounding areas, included into this newsletter. Please see 
a short article forwarded by Pierre Human on poaching 
statistics with pangolins worst hit. Thank you Pierre.  

If you would like to make a contribution or suggest a topic 
of interest - please make contact with Joe. 

 

CLEANING OF THATCH ROOFS  

Olifants North offers an annual service of cleaning thatch 
roofs before the rainy season. This is especially important 
where houses are under trees and have valleys. If the 
leaves are not removed it promotes the rotting of the grass 
underneath especially in the valleys.  

The cost will vary from R350 to R850 depending on the size 
of the house and amount of leaves. Please let the office 
know if you require the roof of your unit to be cleaned. 

 

 
(Photo by Uli A9)  

 

UNITS FOR SALE 

½ share in B19  

Full  share B17 - open undeveloped bush site  

 

FIRST AID COURSE 

 

 
In July eight staff members attended and passed a Level 1 
first aid course. Well done Bernard, Innocentia, Jamaica, 
James, Jarod, Joyce, Maria and Solomon.  

 

CLUBHOUSE 

Members are reminded that the Clubhouse is used at your 
own risk. Parents are advised to ensure that children do 
not walk across the rim / overflow wall of the swimming 
pool at any time. 

Please ensure you leave tables and chairs in a neat manner 
- as you would like to find them on your next visit.  

 

WEBSITE PHOTOS 

Thank you to all the members who have sent photos for 
the website. Those that have been on the reserve in August 
please go through your photos and e-mail to 
webuploads@ongr.co.za or webupload@ongr.co.za. 

mailto:webupload@ongr.co.za
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BALULE/ONGR   
 

ANTI- POACHING UPDATE: PANGOLINS UNDER SEIGE, SOME RESPITE FOR RHINO AND ELEPHANTS 

 
 
Pangolin poaching has increased by a massive 75% according to the 2018/2019 statistics on 
environmental crime released in parliament.  
 
But there is some good news - rhino and elephant poaching decreased by 12% and 23% respectively. 
 
The stats revealed 520 rhinos and 58 elephants were killed in the year to end March. 
 
Although only 28 instances of pangolin poaching were detected, the number has almost doubled from 
the previous year's 16 cases. 
 
The pangolin is the most-trafficked animal in the world. According to the African Pangolin Working 
Group, more than 68 tons of pangolin scales have been intercepted leaving Africa so far this year. 
 
Instances of marine and fish-related crimes were up by 4.4% to 1,978 cases. Abelone poaching had 
increased by 13.3% to 349 instances. 
 
According to the statistics, the 18 instances of lion poaching were equal to last years number. 
 
 

  
                                                                                                                (Photo by Graham Benfield) 


