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NOW……
Here we are at the end of March having only received a further 4mm of rain for the season – it arrived amid great excite-
ment – THUNDER and the prospect of ‘proper’ rain.
It’s now 9 weeks since the heavy downpours of January 17th/18th which caused severe flooding in several places in the 
Hoedspruit area – with the Reserve over the two day period measuring 311mm bringing our total for the season to 800.10mm.  
Sadly most of this will have made its’ way into the Olifants river.
This after all is our ‘growing season’ - rain falls, grass grows, seeds form and fall, germinate – along comes the rain and the 
cycle begins again – alas this year we have had no re-seeding since January.
From the vehicle the grass cover appears reasonable, though it could have been far denser had we have had the rain. In fact 
it is likely that with the high temperatures – above 40 degrees - we experienced at the start of February, some grass species 
being shallow rooted, will have burnt off.

The moon plays a significant factor in our rainfall pattern, being also responsible for high and low tides at sea.  Rain can usu-
ally be predicted a few days before a moon change – full or new.   (New moon - 23rd March). Tortoises (one of those ‘bush’ 
signs) haven’t been seen on the move - crossing roads for a long time now.   The Acacia Tortilis (Umbrella thorn) - Mosu in 
Northern Sotho – hasn’t been in flower. This tree is a certain indicator of rain – bursting into bloom a few days before rain.   
What have we done wrong?

 

A dry or a wet season?



ROADS

The heavy rains from Cyclone Dando in January this year has resulted in a fair amount of damage to the road infrastructure.   
No-one was able to get in or out of the reserve for four days after having had over 300mm of rain within a 24hr period. On 
one of the days, the only way the Grietjie warden was able to get back to his house was by kayak.
 
Further damage was limited by owners adhering to our request to ride only on certain roads- a big thank you for helping out 
at that time. 

Over the past couple of weeks we been repairing the worst hit areas and all roads other than South Bank and Driftwood (Day 
road) are drivable although there are some rough patches here and there.

Once the water in the Olifants and the threat of a second cyclone, Cyclone Funso, had subsided we joined forces with ORGR 
opening up the causeway, the TLB was big help in clearing trees off the causeway.

The Board has approved a project for a major upgrade of all roads on Olifants North this year. We’ll systematically tackle 
the roads starting with Rocky Horror and Darasandi/Camp. We ask for your patience and understanding when certain roads 
are closed during this upgrade. 

 

  
The Commiphora trees are changing colour and leaves are falling – Yip, we’re moving into Autumn.   The ‘feel’ is there!   
Dew  drips off the roof early in the mornings and driving through a low lying dip in the road can be quite bracing – it’s ‘crisp’ 
and the time of year, we who live here, look forward too.
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 CAMERAS

In order to follow more closely what’s happening 
around our waterholes Joe will install several cam-
eras. The pictures will be published on the website 
but also in our newsletters. If you have any pictures 
or stories please send them our office so we can put 
them in our newsletter and get a more interactive in-
volvement between the Reserve and our members.

We look forward to receive your input and wish you 
a Happy Easter for now! 

OLIFANTS NORTH
GAME RESERVE

Newsletter March 2012

  
Team Leader Sipho working on the Sedumoni crossing on Rocky Horror and the almost completed Sedumoni crossing.

The upgrades on roads will also involve clearing the road verges, diverting some roads to make them less steep, taking out 
sharp curves and doing some bush thinning where appropriate. 

 

 


