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As we can all follow in the media, we are still loosing rhino at a rate which will lead to extinction of this priceless animal 
within the next few years. Unless of course we can stop this poaching. But the stakes are high for the poachers; in areas like 
ours where we have a high degree of poverty it is very tempting to get involved in particular if you do not benefit otherwise 
from the game reserves around you. To give you some numbers:
The poacher carrying the axe will receive R 85,000
The poacher with a dog will receive R 85,000
The poacher pulling the trigger will receive R 220,000
On top of this they get paid a price per kilogram for the horn. One can only imagine how much the actual kingpin receives 
who are the organizers behind this.

The first reaction has been that we all review our security measures and increase patrols (and a few other measures). Un-
fortunately this is not enough to stop the poaching; the areas are simply too big to completely monitor 24 hours a day. Help 
is offered by many organizations involved in ‘anti-poaching’, but very few actually contribute to on the ground action and 
mostly spend the money on ‘awareness’ campaigns. It is therefore that the major game reserves in our area have decided to 
unite themselves under the name of GRU which stands for Game Reserves United. GRU was initiated by Sabi Sands and 
Quemic, the latter one a security company run by ex special forces people. The objective is to gather information and bundle 
this and let Quemic together with the police force act upon this. A special heavily armed response team is part of the set 
up. Balule, Timbavati, Sabi Sands and Klasserie finance this operation. With this intelligence we aim to stop the poachers 
before they actually enter a reserve.

RHINO POACHING



  
Does this work? Yes. Two weeks after the first meeting of GRU, 4 poachers were arrested in the Phalaborwa area with large 
sums of money and heavy arms. They are all linked to rhino poaching with ties to Mozambique.

But that’s not where it ends. Obviously we still carry on with our own security measures and one of them is an increased 
cooperation with the Airforce in Hoedspruit. Although officially they are not allowed to go on anti-poaching patrol, when 
they make their training runs with their Oryx helicopters they will coordinate these as much as possible with us. In such a 
way they combine practising with patrolling. This will happen both during the day as well as during the night.

FLYING WITH MEMBERS
The relationship with the Airforce has some added advantages for us as well. Both Joe and myself have become “Friends of 
the 19th Squadron”. (This is the squadron making the helicopter flights). This helps in building up a personal relationship 
with the airforce members which in turn makes it easier to find our way through the red tape should we have an emergency 
which requires their help. (could be medical for example). Every two months they take two Oryx helicopters and take ‘the 
friends’ up for flights over our area, in turn we support them with small items they need for their mess room (i.e. benches, 
TV, toaster, braai, etc) Both Joe and myself can each take maximum two guests as well so for those interested just let us 
know and we will try to accommodate you on these flights. (it is quite spectacular and allows you to take great pictures;see 
above and below)
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Picture by Manuel (A1)

 

 

 

APRIL MONTH
What incredible sightings we had this past 
month and especially over the Easter weekend; 
6 leopard sightings in 5 days, lion almost ev-
ery day, buffalo herds every now and then and 
breeding herds of elephant which are slowly 
trickling back!
  The weather has been fabulous with very crisp mornings and evenings but marvelously warm during the day, 
and those striking crystal clear blue skies that are evident of this time of the year are here.  This time of the 
year brings spectacular sunrises and sunsets as can be seen in the photograph above.
Joe took the staff out on two game drives over Easter and during the drive taught them the names of common 
trees and at the same time being taught some of the African names.   It was with great excitement the following 
morning, when arriving for work, they were able to relate what they’d learnt. 

RULES
A final note from your new chairman; it was fantastic to see that our occupancy numbers are going up , un-
fortunately during the long weekends also a number of transgressions of our rules were noted. Can I please 
remind you of the following:
- No game drives on Grietjie. 
- Family members or guests can not arrive a day before the user/superuser.
- maximum 4 persons per rondavel and maximum 8 persons in the other units.

Thank you for your cooperation and enjoy your next stay.


