
8 November 2012 

 

Hi everyone 

 

After what feels like weeks of overcast weather, we were hit with sweltering weather the day before 

yesterday that made us feel that we were going to melt, literally!!!  Walking around the gardens 

yesterday, which was much cooler, thank goodness, I noticed a Sausage tree (Kigelia africana )that 

had dropped every single one of its leaves over the pathway.  I couldn’t understand why this 

particular tree had done this but looking at the other Sausage trees in the camp gardens, found that 

they’d all done exactly the same!  Could it have been the intense heat that day that caused the 

leaves to shrivel up and fall off? 

 

Well, what’s been going on and still to be done – a massive amount actually – projects all 

around.  Here’s a run-down on them: 

 

1. 3km of the boundary fence with Parsons has been removed.  To prevent pieces of wire being 

inadvertently eaten by animals 100m lengths of the fence have been rolled up and brought 

to the workshop where a team of temporary staff have been separating droppers, standards 

and strands.  The wire is then rolled up and will be sold to recover some costs. 

2. Roads – this is the most important project going on at the moment and began in March this 

year. All the main arterial roads have been resurfaced (+/- 20km) and we are currently 

resurfacing the entrance roads to the units.  The project is being overseen by Bernard 

Haasbroek, a member from Grietjie, who is on the job every day Monday to Friday, ensuring 

the smooth progress. 

3. Wildebeest dam – we will be deepening the dam and re-positioning the road in the coming 

month. 

4. Camp upgrade – beautiful concrete pathways have been built in amongst the camp units as 

well as leading to the office from the car park.  Pathway lights have been upgraded. We are 

just waiting for an electrician to make final connections and install timers. 

5. Borehole 1 upgrade– this borehole feeds 4 tanks that supplies water to the majority of the 

houses. We’ve started installing a telemetry system that will switch off the borehole pump 

when the tanks are full.  

6. Borehole 2 – this borehole was flooded and damaged with the floods in January this year. A 

second borehole has been drilled and the equipment for it has been ordered. The pipes and 

electrical cables have also been re-laid to the new location.  

7. Elephants have been very busy around Two Tanks pulling up pipes on a regular basis. We’ll 

be cementing  around the inlet and outlet pipes to prevent this in future. 

8. Controlling grass and weed growth – we are presently spraying herbicide along the fence 

line under the electric fence to keep the grass at bay, as well as around the units and 

transformer boxes. 

9. Causeway –after the floods earlier this year the initial task of clearing the causeway for 

traffic was undertaken as well as opening about half of the arches to allow water to flow 

through. An outside contractor has been tasked to complete opening up the rest of the 

arches and is more than half way done. The approach on the northern side will then be 

tackled making use of rocks, gabions and sleepers. It’s quite a major task that involves 

moving huge quantities of rock, sand and dead trees. 

10. A new lookout and road is to be built overlooking the floodplain. The new lookout will 

constructed of timber and provide a view of the floodplain in a westerly direction.  

11. Pebble loop dam – this new project will open up that portion of the reserve that isn’t utilised 

as much as the rest of the reserve.  A water diviner has already come in and located a 

suitable area for a borehole.  Next will be a driller who will determine whether there is 



sufficient water.  Earthworks will commence once this has been established and bentonite 

will be used to assist in preventing water seepage. 

 

Today is gloriously cool again with rain having fallen during the night and again through the 

morning.  We measured 9mm at the office and 6mm at the gate at 7 a.m. today.  I’m sure that 

with this latest rain the impala will now start to lamb – soon there will be nursery herds around 

every corner - and the Woodland Kingfishers will arrive calling continuously after their arrival 

until breeding is finished. All every exciting!   

 

Hope this gives you more of an idea of what’s happening on the reserve and that you’ll be down 

to visit shortly and see for yourself? 

 

Take special care 

Kari 
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