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August arrived with a soaking; we were woken up during the night by the deafening 
roar of rain on our corrugated roof!  13mm fell during the night on the 1st and another 
5mm on the night of the 27th which brings our season to date total to 22mm.

We’d like to take this opportunity of welcoming two new families to Olifants North - Leon 
and Veronica Hurly (unit 14) and Terry and Onie Button (unit 30).  We hope you will 
enjoy spending time in this magnificent piece of Africa as much as we all do.

CAUSEWAY UPDATE
Tell me this isn’t impressive??  Joe anticipated completing the concrete work by the 
end of September and then will be rehabilitating the surrounding area.  Congratulations 
to Sipho and the whole team involved.  It has been a combined effort between the 
north and south and the guys have worked tirelessly to meet the deadline!

GAME CAPTURE

Parawild conducted the live capture of impala on the 11th where a total of 76 were 
removed from the reserve.

Setting up the boma A view down the chute 



BIRDS

The clubhouse area is alive with sunbirds – White-bellied, Scarlet-chested and Collared.  
What a sight to see them darting in and out of the tecomaria’s (honey suckle bush) that 
are in full flower at the moment.  Whitefronted and Little bee-eaters have also 
descended into the gardens at the clubhouse, flitting to and fro catching the buzzing 
insects that have arrived since the knob thorn trees began flowering.  What a hive of 
activity for this time of year!

Veronica Hurly (unit 14) took this beautiful 
photograph of White-fronted bee-eaters that were 
taking a sand bath just before sunset at the 
causeway on the 8th August.  The birds had been 
frantically catching insects when suddenly all 
fluttered down onto the sand.

FLORA

I read with interest in the Marula Gazette newspaper which is a weekly news round-up 
in the Lowveld, dated 14 August 2009, and from which the following insertion was taken 
(www.urbansprout.co.za/spekboom_soaks_up_co²):  

“The featured plant for August is the Spekboom 
(PORTULACARIA afra).  The Spekboom is an ideal 
option for those of us who feel guilty about our carbon 
footprints.    Each Spekboom plant absorbs and stores 
roughly 500g of carbon per year.  Its capacity to offset 
harmful carbon emissions is equivalent to that of 
moist, subtropical forest.  Spekboom, an indigenous 
plant known as “elephant’s food”, shows potential to 
mop up the excess CO² responsible for climate change”.

Since our arrival at Olifants North we’ve transplanted many 
of these plants into our clubhouse gardens, and feel really 
pleased that we are doing a little bit to help the environment.

As mentioned earlier, the Tecomaria’s (Honeysuckle) shrubs are in full flower at the 
moment, their burnished orange and red trumpet-like flowers so incredibly striking 
against the bright green of their foliage.

Heralding the beginning of spring the Cassia abbreviata (Sjambok Pod) trees have 
begun flowering, bringing brilliant splashes of bright yellow to our winter vegetation, 
with the masses of pea-like, single, yellow flowers perched at the ends of the branches.



Our Common star-chestnut trees (Sterculia rogersii) are beginning to flower, their red-
green flowers so decorative against the brown-red peeling bark.

FAUNA

These spectacular shots were taken by Roy Markham of a huge herd of buffalo 
(+-160) that came across from the South on the morning of the 21st August.  These were 
taken on their return journey to the South.

On this particular morning the herd moved between the Sedumoni and our house – we 
also had elephant nearby and, on top of all this, lion roaring.  What a noisy morning it 
turned out to be with bellowing, trumpeting and roaring! 

Cut-nose and pride – photo’s  taken at Kudu pan by Roy 
Markham – June 2009

Sub-adult male – part of Cut-nose’s pride – photo by Roy Markham

RECORDED SIGHTINGS AUGUST

31 July 18h30 B20 Female leopard and 2 cubs Northern side of 
causeway

3 Aug 11h00 B26/272 cheetah on Olifants River airstrip

6 Aug 20h00 B5 Honey badger on road to B5



6 Aug 17h00 B29 Pel’s fishing owl on South River loop between 2 exits

10 Aug 13h00 A3 Banded mongoose – Driftwood drive

11 Aug 12h00 A3 Elephant – Sedumoni

10 Aug A3 Black cuckoo shrike, Little sparrow hawk, Gymnogene 
– Camp

12 Aug 18h45 A4 Civet

15 Aug 20h00 B2 Porcupine at causeway

17 Aug 16h00 B19 Elephant at B19

18 Aug 19h30 B19 Lioness on kill (waterbuck) at causeway north side

20 Aug 20h00 B19 Civet at the waterbuck kill

21 Aug 07h00 B2/21 Large herd of Buffalo (+- 160) moved from Olifants
B26 River onto the North.

19h00 B19 1 lion seen (2/3 lion roaring) at Joe and Kari’s house 
then crossed over Camp road towards the staff 
village.

21h30 B19 Porcupine at B19

22 Aug 12h00 B19 Breeding herd elephant at Speakers corner

20h30 B19 2 x side-striped jackal at causeway north side

NIGHT CREATURES

I had an incredible encounter one evening whilst sitting outside on our verandah, when 
a large-spotted genet slunk into the garden through the fence, sniffing its way towards 
our kitchen drain.  It then leapt onto the low wall next to where I was and looked right 
at me as though I wasn’t even there!  I could see the sparkle in its eyes and watched it 
twitch its’ nose as it smelt the air.  It then jumped off the wall and moved towards one 
of the bird baths in the garden where I could hear it lapping up water!!  Then just as 
quickly as it arrived it disappeared into the darkness.  I felt so exhilarated at having seen 
this beautiful creature at such close range.

On a number of occasions a troop of 16 banded mongoose have passed the office in 
the late afternoon after a busy day foraging.  With their incessant twittering they ran 



past, stopping every now and then, rising on their hind legs to locate any danger 
before scuttling home which, on both occasions, appears to be somewhere near the 
workshop.


