
 

An open letter to the Minister of Defense and Military 

Veterans,  

Ms Nosiviwe Noluthando Mapisa-Nqakula and copied to  

President Jacob Zuma and Minister Edna Molewa 

 

Ms Defense Minister  

My name is John Varty, I am co-owner of Londolozi Game Reserve in the Sabi Sand Reserve 

alongside Kruger National Park. 

I am founder of Tiger Canyons in the Free State of South Africa. I am  fourth generation South African 

and have spent a lifetime in the conservation business.  

In the 70's I was involved in the anti poaching movement in Kenya attempting to protect their rhino. 

The effort ultimately failed, because the then president Jomo Kenyatta failed to put the Kenyan 

army behind the National Parks and private organizations trying to fight the poaching.  

Lessons weren't learnt and in the 80's, Zambia lost all its rhino when President Kenneth Kaunda and 

Chiluba again failed to support the men on the ground with the national army.  

South Africa is now making the same mistake. History has taught us nothing!  

The rhino war is shifting into the private game reserves alongside the Kruger National Park. We are 

in the tourist business not the anti poaching business. We do not have the finance or expertise to 

fight this war. Our lodges are internationally known and we are huge employers of people, even 

more than the mines.  

My question is why is the South African Defense Force not deployed to help us? Why are senior 



members of the Defense Force not strategizing with us daily?  

I believe that in the controversial multi billion rand arms deal, you have helicopters sitting on the 

ground. We are in desperate need of air support.  

My information is that you have forces fighting in the Central African Republic while daily 

Mozambicans raid into our game reserves, killing our rhino.  

With due respect, President Ian Khama of Botswana, is setting an example. His entire army is aiding 

the conservationists and he has a "shoot to kill" policy. 

Ian Khama is communicating with Botswana citizens daily, he is hands on and showing incredible 

leadership. We need the same!  

I wrote to President Zuma in September 2011 imploring him to take charge of the rhino crisis. I have 

heard nothing.  

I would like to see you as Minister of Defense on television, in the press leading us through this 

crisis, communicating, strategizing and inspiring us. 

I implore you to make available troops immediately and treat this as a full scale invasion of our 

country.  

When bandits from Tanzania invaded the Masai Mara in Kenya attacking tourists, President Daniel 

Arap Moi, put the full force of the Kenyan army against them. 

Within months the problem was solved. We need this approach and we need it now!  

I would please like a reply to my request urgently. 

My email is jv@jvbigcats.co.za 

Cell phone is 083 6511 600 

Tread Lightly on the Earth 

JV 

Email: info@jvbigcats.co.za 

Website: www.jvbigcats.co.za 
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Tread lightly on the Earth 

 

 


