
BAT TALK

After one of the houses had experienced an influx of bats into their house and wanting to find out 
the most eco-friendly way of getting them out, contact was made with a bat expert -Nigel Fernsby. 
He is a past Chairman of the Gauteng and Northern Regions Bat Interest Group and has been making 
and installing bat houses for at least 12 years.

Nigel spent four days on ONGR going to various houses to determine the species of bats and 
whether the installation of a bat house would help. Different species of bats prefer different makes 
of bat-houses. Four bat houses for the Free-tail species were installed. The other bats that were 
identified included Slitface and Horseshoe types, these will roost under the eaves of houses but 
don’t inhabit. The bat-houses encourage the bats to move out of the inhabited house but the holes 
in those houses would still need to be closed up, this is normally done after the bats have emerged 
in the evenings.

During his stay he gave a talk to those owners that were on the reserve and were able to attend.
Earlier on, mist nets had been set up to capture some of the bats for identification; this allowed us to 
have a close up view of these remarkable creatures. One of them has a “kuif” to rival Kuifkop! Thank
you for allowing us to invade your home for the bat-talk Roy.

The following are some of the interesting facts and figures from that talk-

 Free tail bats can fly up to 100km away in search of food. 
 They eat between 65 and 100% of their body weight in insects per night. With the amount of 

food consumed they save farmers millions in not having to crop spray.  
 Some of bats can travel at 70-80km per hour. 
 Snakes and bathawks are their natural enemies. 
 All bats can see. 
 Human ears hear up to 18 kHz, bats hear up to 280 kHz. 
 Normal rate of pulses for echo-location is about 10 per second but this goes up to 200 when 

closing in on a kill. Echo-location consumes high amounts of energy.
 Insect eating bats have one set of hooked claws on the wing. Fruit eating ones have two sets

that allow them to clamber around looking for fruit on trees.


