
Dangerous Elephant Destroyed 

On Sunday morning 24 February a camp attendant in the southern region of Balule Nature 

Reserve was killed by an elephant bull in musth as he was repairing pipe with a colleague.  

The specific culprit could not be immediately identified as there were a number of elephants 

in the immediate area. A Damage Causing Animal permit was applied for from LEDET on 

Monday 25
th

 February. In order to avoid a revenge-killing scenario or destroying the wrong 

animal, the Reserve authorities went to great lengths to identify the specific animal by its 

spoor, tusk and ear characteristics compared with photos of animals taken in the area 

shortly after the incident. 

A scheduled elephant hunt on a Provincial permit was redirected with the local Nature 

Conservation official’s permission to target the animal identified as the culprit. This was in 

an effort to lose only one elephant instead of two over a short period. An area covering 

about 9000 hectares was exhaustively searched but no sign of the elephant could be found.  

After two days it was reluctantly concluded that the animal had moved out of the reserve 

onto the neighbouring property and the neighbours were alerted. 

On Monday afternoon 04 March a field ranger on a motorbike was attacked by an elephant.  

From what can be ascertained, the field ranger abandoned the motorbike and fled on foot 

before he too was trampled by the elephant some distance from his motorbike. There were 

no witnesses to the event. The motorbike was discovered on its side in the road. The 

evidence on the scene pointed to an attack by the same elephant. The elephant had 

immediately moved away and was seen just before dark about 4km from the scene. At first 

light the animal’s spoor was found 8 km north of the scene moving eastwards.  Using a 

combined aerial and ground force he was finally located a further 8km away. His identity 

was established beyond doubt and he was dispatched by the Limpopo Nature Conservation 

Official from the helicopter. The Damage Causing Animal permit had only been authorised 

hours before. Subsequent comparison between the elephant’s feet and footprints and his 

tusk distance compared to gouges on the ground confirmed the identification. He was found 

to be in full musth and in relatively good condition. He had numerous holes in his face 

believed to be from shotgun pellets or small calibre weapon. Some of these had maggots.  

This had almost certainly contributed to his irascibility and contempt towards humans.  

All of those involved on Balule have been left shocked and saddened by the recent chain of 

events. It is easy to believe we live in an idyllic paradise until we are so starkly reminded 

that we are surrounded by animals that have the potential to become highly dangerous. 


