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NEWS FROM THE BOARD 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

Dear all, 

 

We are pleased to inform you that after 4 years of pushing and talking with the 

land claims commissioner and the claimants, this week Tuesday the claim on 

Magdalena (ONGR) has been settled.  The settlement is as follows: 

 

The farms Try, Morelag, Archie & Square will be handed over to the claimants. 

In actual fact they "have been given the keys already". These farms are all to 

the north from us. 

 

For Parsons and Magdalena the claimants are financially compensated; total 

figure R 120 Million. Today, Friday 21st December 2012, a quarter of that money 

will be paid into a trust account on their behalf.  

 

The claimants have already expressed their desire to utilize the land for 

tourism/nature conservation and we have been invited to meet early in the New 

Year. 

 

We will keep you informed about any new developments forthcoming from these 

meetings. 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

It is with great sadness that we advise that Richard Lawrie passed away on 8th 

December.  Richard was the pivotal in the success of Olifants River since 

inception and also in the acquisition of Magdalena and subsequent establishment 

of Olifants North.   

 

He fought a brave fight to the end and his courage and attitude in this last 

battle were exemplary. 

 

To his mother Doreen and Gina, and extended family and friends, we extend our 

heartfelt condolences. 

 

 



NEWS FROM THE OFFICE 

 

 
Today also marks the Summer Solstice – the longest day of the year – so you’ll be 
able to enjoy a late dinner whilst it’s still very light!! 
 

 
 

 

Our staff’s Christmas party was held last evening and a fine time was had by all 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Now for a brief update of what’s been going on behind the scenes: 

 

Roads: 

The upgrade of the main entrance roads to the units is making steady progress.  Camp road 

to B38 and B20 and B21 is completed. 

 

 

Wildebeest dam: 

The dam has been deepened and has been sealed with bentonite on the western side of the 

dam.  Three parking bays have also been established.  We are currently letting water in to 

fill up the deepened area. 



 

Causeway: 

This task is now complete apart from ensuring that the sand bank, which is on the upstream 

side of the causeway, is at base rock level. 

 

 
 

 

Floodplain lookout: 

The road has been constructed and gravelled, and this could only have been done in such a 

short space of time with the use of Olifants River’s heavy machinery for which we are very 

grateful.  This made the task at hand much easier to complete.  The decks will be 

constructed in the New Year. 

 

Pebble Loop dam: 

The earthworks for this have been completed and some landscaping is being done 

today.  We will also be putting measures in place to protect the spillway and dam by packing 

rocks.  The dam will also be sealed with bentonite to seal it. 

 

December 31st 

We will be holding a ‘bring and braai’ on the evening of the 31st 

December – please could you kindly email me to let me know if you 

will be able to come as we need to know approximate numbers to 

cater for.  Sadza and relish and salads will be provided as well as the 

braai fire.  Please bring your own cutlery, crockery, food and drinks. 

 



 
 

As Christmas is just a few days away, may we take this opportunity 

of wishing you all a fabulous Christmas and a very prosperous 2013.   

 

Until next time, take special care 

Kari and Joe 

 
 


