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Dear Members, 

 

We are expecting high usage on the reserve this weekend.  In order to make your stay pleasant, particularly 

when out in the bush at waterholes and sightings, we urge everyone to comply with the game drive etiquette.  

In the rare event of a transgression, please report this to the office so we can deal with it in the appropriate 

manner. 

 

Protocol 

1.  Maps of the reserves should be carried in the game drive vehicle for reference purposes.  Maps are 

available from the offices and the web site. 

2. The behavior of children should be monitored. In the event of a child crying or becoming restless at a 

sighting, the vehicle should leave the sighting.  

3. Do not stand up in the vehicle while it is moving or at a sighting. 

4. Do not hang onto the outside of the vehicle, ride on the tailgate and the use of tracker seats is prohibited. 

5. Driveways to units are private. 

6. Use of two spotlights on a single vehicle is permissible when “looking” for game but only one spotlight 

should be used at a sighting. When multiple vehicles are at a sighting, use of more than one spotlight is at 

the discretion of the person in control of the sighting. 

7. Do not shine spotlights at other vehicles, people or lodges. 

8. Neither predators nor their intended prey should be disturbed by a spotlight while predators are hunting 

or stalking. 

9. Cell phones to be on off or on silent when game viewing. 

Sightings 

1. The driver of the first vehicle at a sighting takes control of the sighting and should they wish to, they may 

call the sighting on the radio. 

2. When approaching another vehicle after dark, slow down, turn off spot lights and dim your lights. 

3. It is desirable that not more than four vehicles be at a sighting, unless open terrain suggest otherwise. 

While no rules are established to govern this behavior, sensible management of numbers should be left at 

the discretion of those at the sighting. 

4. Maintain a respectful distance (i.e. where your presence is not influencing the animal’s behavior) from 

dangerous animals and exercise caution whilst on a drive. 
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5. While at a sighting, the use of red filters is encouraged. Do not shine the spotlight into the eyes of 

animals.  Rather, when viewing animals at night, shine the spotlight slightly away from, or above the 

animal/s and view the animal/s in the peripheral and less harsh light. Never shine spotlights into 

elephants’ eyes. 

6. Vehicles should not be parked in, and a clear escape route must always be available to all vehicles. 

7. Consider others at a sighting; if you have had your fill then leave the area and make space for another 

vehicle at a congested sighting. 

8. Do not leave the engine running at a sighting. 

9. Noise should be kept to a minimum and conversation should be in whispers. Radio volume should be 

turned down and cell phones off. 

 Hints for safer viewing of elephants 

1. If circumstances permit, always back into a sighting, if things turn nasty you can drive away in your 

forward gears. 

2. Never allow passengers to stand up. There won’t be time to come back and collect them once they have 

fallen out when you “popped the clutch” driving away from a charging elephant. 

3. Only switch your engine off if you are reasonably sure it will start again. 

4. Avoid shining spotlights on elephant. 

5. If at all possible, get into a position where the prevailing wind blows from the elephant to you and not the 

other way around. 

6. Do not park another vehicle in, i.e. always ensure you have left an “escape” route 

7. Under no circumstances leave your vehicle while viewing elephant. 

8. Maintain a discrete distance, elephants have their comfort zone. 

 

Radio Etiquette 

1. When contacting the office and / or management, please respect office hours. Calls to staff after hours or 

after 21h00 should only be made in case of emergency. 

2. The radio infrastructure should not be used for long or private conversations. Respect the right of others 

to privacy and try to use cell phones for private business. 

3. During emergencies, management may request all channels to be kept free. 

4. When a member calls in a sighting, one thank you from members is enough. 

5. Try to keep “last caller, please repeat” to a minimum, if you are game driving monitor your radio. 

6. We are not calling in rhino sightings. 

7. The use of radios by children must be restricted and be appropriate.  


