
 

 

 

 

 

Tracking Animals for Conservation 

Elephant Tracking Report No. 10: March 2012 

 
We bring you an update of the movements of 24 collared elephants in the Associated Private Nature Reserves (APNR), 

Kruger National Park (KNP) and the Limpopo Transfrontier National Park (LNP) in Mozambique.  

 

The positions of six elephants that were collared within the Pafuri - Makuleke Concession indicate that with the 

exception of Zingi, who is still in Gonarezhou National Park, the majority are staying within the northern section of KNP 

whilst Nwambi is still showing movements within the central section of the LNP.  

 

Mac is enjoying his area of choice in Central KNP, not venturing far over the last month. Tussle has also stayed within 

Central KNP. Whist Wessa, Matambu and Classic have been utilising the area between the Letaba and Olifants Rivers. 

 

The big bulls of the APNR (WESSA, Matambu, Classic and Intwandamela) have generally moved north over the past 

month. We have seen some extensive trips from Proud, Soshangane, General and Irving. Gower and Big-Al have not 

covered much ground the past few weeks. Other than for Diney, Joan and Lapajuma, we have been surprised by the 

sudden westward movements of Yvonne and Umbabat while Summer has progressively moved south with her family. 

 

To help you understand the elephants and their movements the first position of the month is indicated with a diamond 

and the last position of the month is indicated with an elephant. Cows point to the left and bulls point to the right. 

 

We hope you enjoy this latest report. 
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Figure 1: Positions of the Elephants in Northern Kruger National Park (Pafuri–Makuleke Concession)  

 

Figure 2: Positions of the Elephants in Central Kruger National Park and LNP 



 

Figure 3: Positions of the Elephants in the APNR 

 

Figure 4: Colleen (Green) and Nwankwimbi (Red) 

Colleen has stayed on the eastern border of the northern section of the KNP. Nwankwimbi has made a few 

excursions away from the riverine vegetation but has returned to the area just north of the Levuvhu River. 



 

Figure 5: Mangala and Agnes 

Agnes has returned north after moving southwards towards Babalala.  Mangala has chosen to occupy an area 

similarly to Nwankwimbi. 

 

Figure 6: Zingi 

Zingi continues to occupy the eastern sections of Gonrenzhou. We hope that she will be returning to Pafuri so 

that we can recollar her in order to continue observing her transboundary movements.  



 

Figure 7: Mac, Nwambi & Tussle 

Mac and Tussle continue to be separated by the Tsende River. Mac, Nwambi and Tussle were relatively 
sedentary in their movements over the past few weeks although Tussle had originally moved a considerable 
distance from the APNR to the south. 

 

Figure 8: Wessa (Yellow), Matambu (Green) & Classic (Red) 

WESSA, Matambu and Classic represent big bulls in their sexual prime. Although WESSA has spent less time 
than Matambu and Classic in the APNR, we are surprised to see both Classic and Matambu move so far 
beyond the borders of the APNR.  



 

Figure 9: Big Al (Dark Blue), Intwandamela (Green) & Diney (Light Blue) 

Diney’s collar continues to give us erratic plots. Nevertheless both Diney and Big-Al appear to be closing in on 
Intwandamela’s latest range movements. Intwandamela has recently moved north from the Manyeleti Private 
Nature Reserve. 

 

Figure 10: Proud (Orange) & Gower (Blue) 

Proud and Gower have moved into the Umbabat PNR after spending sometime in the Klaserie PNR. As the dry 
season slowly approaches, we will expect these bulls to remain within the Mopane thickets of the Umbabat 
PNR.  



 

Figure 11: Joan (Purple) & Lapajuma (Pink) 

Joan and Lapajuma have remained true to their usual home ranges over the past month. Joan moving close to 
Phalaborwa Mining area with Lapajuma remaining further south of the Olifants River. 

 

Figure 12: Yvonne 

Yvonne decided to shoot across the Klaserie PNR to reach Balule PNR in the west. She represents one of a few 
collared cows that ventures so far west on a regular basis. 



 

Figure 13: Soshangane (Orange), General (Yellow) 

Soshangane has moved extensively the past month as part of his musth range. General has come almost a full 

circle using all three reserve over the past weeks. 

 

Figure 14: Umbabat 

Umbabat, similarly to Yvonne, suddenly moved west deeper into the Timbavati PNR. We hope to locate her 

soon to see who her herd may be socialising with. 



 

Figure 15: Summer 

Summer has moved very far south over the past month after spending sometime in the Manyeleti PNR, to the 

south of the APNR. Like the other breeding herds, she has remained close to natural water sources such as 

rivers. 

 

Figure 16: Irving 

Irving certainly has foregone his usual range movements within the Balule in order to occupy the southern 

regions of the Timbavati PNR for the month of March.  



 

 
A special word of thanks to the following individuals who have kindly donated collars: 

Stefan Breuer — Joubert De Lange — Phyllis Gower — Martin & Sophie Haupt 

Charlie Irish — Bruce Jenkins — Andreas Liebenburg — Brian & Claire Makare — Robert Mann 

Marlene McCay — Tony McClellan — Barry & Mandy Mence — Chris Pearson 

Lonnie Strickland — Irving & Yvonne Tucker — Nelda Villines 


