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Rain and Temperatures 
In January, Olifants North only got 
10mm of rain. This is well below our 
average of 189mm which we received 
on average over the last 5 years for 
the month of January.  
The total rain received to date is 
205mm.  
Temperatures seem to be declining 
slightly with day-time temperatures 
hovering just above the mid 30’s.  
However we have had days of up to 
41 deg. C. Luckily those sorts of 
temperatures have only been for a 
day here and there during the month.  

Drought 
A strong El-Nino is being predicted for 
the rest of the summer with it 
becoming weaker going into the 
autumn months. Dry conditions for 
the country are predicted coupled  
 

 
with above average temperatures 
going into autumn. There will 
however still be chances of rain in 
particular areas. We can only hope we 
fall within those areas where rain has 
fallen and that enough has fallen to 
keep the grasses alive.  
We may be in for a very long harsh 
winter.  
 

Anti-poaching 
Unfortunately Balule lost a white 
rhino cow and calf during January to 
poachers.  This is an ongoing battle 
that requires adapting to changing 
circumstances. As we become better 
at anticipating where the greatest 
threats are, so the poachers get wiser 
and change their tactics forcing us to 
adapt once again. 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Balule & Conservation News 

Joe’s Jabber   

 

February 

 2016 

 

Lion cub:  K. Jones 

View from helicopter: R. Vromans  



  

 

 

 

 

Sightings 
The number of sightings has become 
less, mostly due to there being so few 
people on the reserve over the last 
two weeks of the month. 
 
The lone sable is still around the 
Lover’s Leap lookout area. 
 
Lion sightings continue to be good. 
 
Buffalo: A splinter group has broken 
away from the main buffalo herd. The 
smaller group now numbers about 20. 
Smaller groups are an indication that 
food is becoming scarce, as smaller 
groups are better able to forage for 
what food is available 

 
For the Birders 
A pair of Jacanas have been regularly 
seen upstream of the causeway. 

 

New Clubhouse 
 
The TLB has been extremely busy 
levelling off the site before any 
building can commence.  
 
In the end two jack hammers were 
required for about ten days on the 
rock embankment to get it to the 
required height.  
 
A trench has been dug from “Two 
Tanks” to the site to supply water. 
The same trench will also be used for 
the electrical cable.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seasonal 
Activities 

We finally 
managed to get around to spraying 
herbicide under the electric 
fences. Any grass growing there 
can potentially short out the fence, 
especially when damp and that 
may allow animals to cross over to 
our neighbours.  
At the same time we also went 
around all the houses and sprayed 
a meter band around the walls of 
the houses as part of the 
requirement from the insurers. 

 

 
 

 

Infrastructure Developments 



  
 

3 
 

Workshop 
 
A good clean up around the outside of 
the workshop has resulted in much 
improved vehicle access.  
 
The tractors, trailers and fire-fighting 
trailers are now all housed in the 
workshop area. 

Office 
 
The decision was taken to replace the 
thatch on the old clubhouse (which will 
be the “new” office) now as part of the 
renovations rather than to do so in a 
year or two’s time.  
 
This has caused a further delay of  
about 4 weeks. The additional money  
for the thatching will be paid from 
company reserves, and not from  
any extra funding from members.  

Roads Maintenance 
 
Drainage humps on Instant Alley and 
Hyena have been repaired. Branches on 
all the roads have been cut back. 
 

Fencing – Boundaries  
 
Elephants have been creating havoc on 
fences in the Balule area.  Olifants North 
has suffered the same as everyone else. 
On at least two occasions during the 
past month an elephant has walked 
through the main gate while it was 
closed.  
And on two other occasions the fence 
below the gate has been pushed over.  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
One elephant broke into Olifants 
North near Jackal Road by pushing 
over one of the main straining posts. 

Waterholes 
 
 

The ground water around Pebble Loop 
Dam is drying up and the borehole that 
feeds it has been producing less and 
less water resulting in Pebble Loop only 
being a puddle of water. 
 
Wildebeest Dam is well maintained by 
the solar pump and borehole after 
having had a good down pour of rain a 
month or so ago.  
 
A decision was taken to pump water 
into Ndlovu Dam utilising the existing 
pipe line layout and the boreholes 
from Kudu Pan, Main Gate and Ndlovu.  
 
Under normal conditions a good down 
pour of 50mm in the catchment area 
would have filled it within an hour. 
 
Elephants and the lions seem to really 
like the area. 

 
  

Ndlovu Dam 

Retz Helmut: J Grobbelaar 

Regal Lion: G. Benfield 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Insurance 
 
Please be aware that we are busy calculating insurance 
and once we have received updated insurance rates - 
letters with the insurance information will be sent to 
members. Members can expect the debit order for the 
insurance premium to run at the end of February or early 
March 2016.  While the rates will be competitive, we 
expect an increase of about 5% on last year’s premium 
mainly due to import costs associated with a weak Rand. 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE & 
HOUSEKEEPING 
NEWS 

Causeway closure/restrictions 
 

The following days have been proposed as either closed or 
restricted to six vehicles per day for this year. 
19 March to 24 March Limited to 6 vehicles 
25 March to 27 March  Closed 
28 March to 03 April  Limited to 6 vehicles 
23 April to 01 May Limited to 6 vehicles 
16 June to 19 June Limited to 6 vehicles 
02 July to 10 July Limited to 6 vehicles 
06 Aug to 09 Aug Limited to 6 vehicles 
16 Dec to 29 Dec Limited to 6 vehicles 
30 Dec to 01 Jan  Closed  
 
The booking system through the Olifants North Office will 
still apply. 

 

Water supply 
Elephants are fast becoming public enemy No 1. 

We are not sure if it’s one or more elephant that have 
learned where the risers for the water pipes are and 
have started pulling them out of the ground - so that 
they can have their own “private watering hole”. We’ve 
now resorted to cementing the risers in.   

 

 

Units for Sale 
Full shares – B4 and B9. 
Half share – B25. 

Ellie damage at the Camp 

Lion: K. Jones 

Civet: G. Benfield 


