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Rain and Temperatures 
 

This month brought us 67mm of rain. 
We had seven rainfall events with one 
of the rainfalls being 32mm. the total 
for the year thus far is 286mm. If 
there is no further rain for this season 
it’ll mean that that we’ve experienced 
the second worst year in recent times.   

Looking at rainfall graphs we 
traditionally get two spikes, one in 
December/January and the other in 
March. The same has happened this 
year, just not with same amounts.  

Temperatures for the month showed 
a low of 19 deg and a high of 39 deg. 
Although the high was the same as 
last month, the temperatures are 
falling and it is noticeable late 
evenings and early mornings.  

 

 
 
Drought 

 

Research is showing that El-nino is 
continuing to wain but unfortunately 
for us being in the north of the 
country and going into winter it 
means dry warm weather. 

 Locally there is still chance of rain. 

 

 

 

Research Activities 
What do the top Balule predators, 
hyena and lion, eat? 

(The following information 
was obtained from a Balule 
Warden’s Report.) 

Scats were collected from 16 
x 1km2 plots that were 
selected randomly across 
Balule.  Hairs from each of the 
samples was then examined 
and identified under a 
microscope. The results from 
these 87 samples that were 
collected show the following-  

 

Lion scats showed impala, 
zebra, kudu and nyala in the 
largest proportion 
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Hyena scats showed impala, zebra, 
waterbuck and kudu in the largest 
proportion.  

These were then compared to the 
abundance of all prey species on 
Balule- 

Lion showed a preference for nyala, 
duiker, and zebra when 
present.Hyena had a preference for 
bushbuck, duiker and zebra when 
present.. 

Anti-poaching 
 
Very grateful to report that over the 
past month there has been no rhinos 
poached on Balule. 
 
 

 

(Photo by Kit Wostenholm) 

Sightings 
 

The lone sable cow with the green ear 
tag is still hanging around the Lover’s 
Leap area and is still in good 
condition. 

Lion sighting have been exceptional. 
One of the lionesses has been seen 
regularly over the last month with her 
new cubs.  

 

 

(Photo by Kit Wostenholm) 

Two Ground Hornbills were seen on 
two occasions, once near the 
causeway and the other time on 
Darasandi Drive. 

 

Staff News 

Reinette attended a Pastel Payroll 
course during the month and this will 
definitely help Olifants North keep up 
to date with the latest SARS 
directives. 

 

 

 
 
(Photo by Nic Holzer) 
 

Floodplain Roads 

Members are asked to adhere to rules 
that are in place around the 
Floodplain roads. 

New signs have been put up regarding 
the Day and Day/Night roads and the 
area where no spotlights are to be 
used. 

 

 

 Also, to only stop along that stretch 
of road when watching game. 

New sign boards have been put up on 
the Floodplain and on Ebony to help 
show these demarcated areas. 

 

 

(Photo by Kit Wostenholm) 
 

 
Seasonal Activities 

Bush Thinning                                                       
We completed re-visiting the 
previously bushed thinned areas to 
treat for coppicing. We’ve also 
managed to do a new area on Aviary 
Link Rd. 

 

 

 

 

(Croc and lion on a kill: Nic Holzer)
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New Clubhouse 
 

Pleasing progress is being made by 
Pronics with Terry and Rob continuing to 
give on- site input.  

The project is taking a bit longer than 
initially thought mainly due to 
underlying rock formations and some 
structural changes.  

Completion date will be in 2 to 3 
months.  

  

 

Office 
 

All the major work is complete and we 
are now looking at the finishing off work 
regarding wooden counters and 
furniture.  

We are hoping to move in during the 
first two weeks of May.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Waterholes 

All four dams have water in 
them. Ndlovu dam continues to 
produce good sightings of lion 
and elephant.    

 

 

(Photo at Kudu Pan by Nic Holzer) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Lioness and croc: Nic Holzer 

Maps 

New updated maps are available at the shop. 

 

Units for Sale 
Full shares – A9,B9,B27,B14. 
Half share – B25. 
Half or full share – B36 

Infrastructure Developments 
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Services  
 

All the services on offer, are on the Olifants North website.  

The 2016 stickers for civilian vehicles are available at the 
office. If you have one of these on your windscreen it will 
not be necessary to fill in any forms at the Grietjie 
entrance gate. 

 

Utilities 

Water supply 

Having just gone through a rather busy time over Easter 
we are glad to report that at no time did we run out of 
water to the houses. The elephants gave us a bit of a break 
this time round. 

Reverse Osmosis 

A reminder that the reverse osmosis unit is up and running 
again at the old clubhouse/new office building.  

A tap has been installed at the outside basin on the corner 
closest to the bathrooms. Members are free to help 

themselves. Electricity 

Just prior to the Easter weekend we had a cable between 
the main Eskom transformer and B22 blow on us. 
Fortunately this was repaired by noon the next day and 
no-one ended up with spoilt food or warm beers. 
     

Causeway closure/restrictions 

Please note that from the 23rd of April to the 1st of May 
there are restrictions on doing game drives on Olifants 
South. Bookings for these days can be done through the 
Olifants North offices.  

 

 

 

 

Warthog : Kit Wostenholm  

Fighting elephant : Kit Wostenholm 

 



  

 

 

 

 

        

 

 


