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Rain and Temperatures 
 

This month we only had 2mm of rain 
and that was on the very last day of 
the month. The total for the year thus 
far is 288.5mm. This is not even half 
of what we would have received to 
date over the last 5 years. 

Temperatures for the month showed 
a low of 18 deg. and a high of 34 deg. 

Since recording global temperatures 
in 1880, April this year has been the 
eleventh consecutive record breaking 
hot month.  

Winter, however, is certainly on the 
way and it’s noticeable that the 
jerseys are out for evening and early 
morning drives. 

.  
 
 

 
Drought 
 
There is no change in the prediction 
that El-nino is a force to be reckoned 
with in the summer rain fall areas.  It 
is going to mean a long hard winter 
for animals.  

We’ve already started seeing a trend 
with the larger herbivores that they 
are moving to greener pastures and 
unfortunately also into areas that 
could be considered less safe. 

 

 

 

Research Activities 
 

Balule has been working closely with 
CSIR and EWT to develop technology 
that will assist anti-poaching activities. 
These will be applications (Apps) 
downloaded onto Android devices 
and used by wardens and anti- 
poaching units to monitor in real time 
any incursions, animals seen, middens 
observed, waterhole levels etc.  

Balule will then deploy the 
appropriate resources to address 
those situations that may develop.  

Many of our members are assisting 
with this already. Thank you for 
passing on observations of any of our 
pachyderms (large thick skinned 
animals). 
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Anti-poaching 
 
We’ve had another month without a 
rhino being poached and it’s due to 
the dedication of the guys and gals on 
the ground and a willingness by the 
regional APU’s and wardens to play an 
active role in following up on spoor 
and reports of shots being fired. 

 
 

 

(Photo by Anton van Zyl) 

Sightings 
 

Hyenas have been heard calling 
during the last half of the month. . 

Lion sightings continue to be good 
and have been observed on the 
Floodplain, Causeway, Kudu pan, 
Ndlovu dam and at Wildebeest Dam.  

A pair of Spur winged geese were 
seen on the river. 

Klipspringers at Lizard Rock. 

A female leopard and sub-adult at 
Mica Hill 

  
 

 

(Splash of colour) 

 

 
 
(Photo by Graham Benfield) 
 

Guest Contributions 

From time to time we will have the 
pleasure of guest contributions from 
member “experts” on different topics, 
such as birds and trees, relating to 
ONGR, included into this newsletter. 
Please see a contribution from Liz 
McKenzie on the last page. 

 You are most welcome to forward 
suggestions for specific topics you 
would like covered in future. 

 

 

(Photo by Graham Benfield) 
 

 
Seasonal Activities 
 

The impala are still in rutting mode 
and their calls can be heard at all 
hours of the day and night.  

 

 

 

 

 

(Photo by Teich B25) 
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New 
Clubhouse 
 

Steady progress is being made by 
Pronics with Terry playing a major role of 
keeping things on track, for which we 
are most grateful.  

 

 

 

I’m learning that with building projects 
like this you predict the completion date 
at your own peril. The quality of the 
workmanship counter-balances any 
delays in this instance.  

Office 
 

We’ve not yet moved into the offices 
although it is imminent. The new 
furniture has been ordered and should 
be arriving mid-May.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The veranda and entrance from the 
car park will be undertaken during 
this coming month. 

Waterholes 

We are pumping to all four dams to 
maintain the water levels in them. 

 

(Photo by Jean DuRandt) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Splash of colour  

Photo by Jock McKenzie 

Units for Sale 
Full share – A9, B9, B27, B14. 
Half share – B25. 
Half or full share – B36 

Infrastructure Developments 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE & 
HOUSEKEEPING NEWS 

  
 

 

 

 

Shop  
 

New “bushy” stock which includes placemats and carry 
bags.    

 

Painting for sale. 

The painting below is for sale through the shop. The price 
has been reduced. 

 

 

 

 

General  

Members driving down to the reserve please note that the 
road from Mica to the Grietjie turn off has once again 
fallen into disrepair with long stretches of road being 
heavily potholed. 

It’s frightening to see the number of vehicles changing 
tyres along that road. 

Hopefully the municipality will repair it shortly.   
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Guest Contribution 

I TALK TO THE TREES. 

                                                                                        Liz McKenzie. 

Character and characteristics of the Sterculia rogeresii . Star- Chestnut, Sterkastaiing. S.A. no: 477 

Our family and friends who regularly frequent our house, “Sondela” (Draw nearer), at site 32 Olifant’s North, are all given a 
“Tree Name.”  This name is not given spontaneously. It can take some days of serious consideration and comparisons of the 
character and characteristics of the individual and those of the character and characteristics of his or her given tree. Once 
given it cannot be changed, something I found to my cost! 

I had the prerogative of selecting my own tree. Firstly, I loved the star shaped fruit capsules of this tree, believing incorrectly 
that that was the charming link to the name, and secondly, I felt the tree was similar in character and characteristics to me. I 
chose the Sterculia Rogersii. On researching the distinguishing features of this tree I discovered that it is “found in dry 
woodlands and bushveld, often on rocky outcrops.”(Yes, I am often found there too.) It is described as being “small and squat 
with a characteristic swollen, thickset trunk.” Some people look like their dogs and some people look like their trees, so my 
family likes to remind me! 

 

 

 

 

I investigated the name, for some virtue, Sterculia rogersii. 
The species is named after Archdeacon F. A. Rogers, 1876-
1944, an English missionary who collected 24,000 plant 
specimens in South Africa. (No problem there.) 

The genus Sterculia has regretfully absolutely nothing to do 
with stars at all! The name is derived from an ancient 
Roman God of the latrines, Sterculius- from the word 
“stercus” meaning excrement! In addition, he was also the 
god who presided over the manure that fertilized the fields. 
The connection is? If you rub the new leaves together they 
smell like an overfull septic tank! 

Be careful what you wish for! However look out for the 
small delicate five lobed bell shaped flowers of pink and 
green which are born in clusters from June to December. 

These attract butterflies, bees and wasps, the fibre of the 
trunk can be made into rope and in times of extreme 
drought the heart wood can be eaten for moisture. 

Have you noticed, our elephants are also partial to this tree 
and do not mind the smell at all! 

 

Character and characteristics of the Boscia albitrunca.  Shepherds-tree. Witgat.  S.A. no: 122 



  

 

 

 

I have given serious consideration to the wonderful character and characteristics of the Boscia albitrunca and, had I not 
chosen “my tree” without due consideration, I would instead have chosen the Shepherd’s Tree. But.... as much as I loved that 
shepherding idea I was not so keen on being called a “Witgat” even if it were true! 

This easily recognizable tree can be referred to as “The Tree Of Life”; the highly nourishing leaves and roots provide 
sustenance to both humans and animals. Traditionally, in arid areas of the country, shepherds would stake a young tree in 
such a way that it would grow horizontally instead of upright to allow the sheep and goats to easily browse on the canopy 
while the shepherd rested in the dense shade. In times of drought, the roots can be ground into fine powder to make porridge 
and records show that during the Boer War, “Witgat coffee” was made from roasting and grinding the roots of this tree. 

The Shepherds-tree is described as being a small to medium sized tree with an attractive dense round crown which the giraffe 
in particular trims and prunes into shape. The trunk is sturdy and whitish grey, hence the species albi –white, trunca- trunk. 

The genus name Boscia honours a certain French professor of Agriculture Louis A.C. Bosc, 1759-1828, who managed to keep 
his head during the French Revolution. 

Since this tree is such a personal favourite of mine, much thought and observation went in to selecting a worthy candidate 
who shares the character and characteristics of the Boscia albitrunca. 

 

 

It can be no one other than our very own Olifant’s North 
Game Reserve’s shepherd- Joe!  Like the tree he is sturdy 
of trunk and has an attractive dense salt and pepperish 
crown which looks as if it could well have been pruned and 
shaped by certain browsers! Their flowers are not very 
conspicuous or colourful; nothing flamboyant about Joe- 
he seems to prefer bush camouflage, but take time to 
examine them both carefully and you will find beauty 
there. 

They both provide sustenance to the game and neither of 
them is pushed over easily by elephants and/or other! 
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