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Rain and Temperatures 
 

This month we recorded 20mm of 
rain. The rainfall is recorded over a 
12 month period starting in July, so 
the Year to Date (YTD) rain is also 
20mm.  

Temperatures for the month 
included a low of 10 degree Celsius 
and a high of 30 degrees Celsius. 

.  
Drought 
 
The Gurus tell us we are in a weak 
La-Nina phase.  

All it means to me is that our area 
will be experiencing a warmer and 
drier late winter season.   

It then also makes predicting 
rainfall and temperatures for spring 
even more unclear. 

 

 

The rains that have fallen have  
brought forth a green tinge to some 
of the open areas and the impala 
especially seem to be enjoying it.  

Unfortunately if we do not get any 
follow up rains the sun will scorch 
that away.  

 

 

 

 

Sightings 
 

A python on Rocky Horror and a 
hippo in Ndlovu dam were unusual.  

Lion sightings – the three separate 
groups that are seen and heard on 
Olifants North are still very active.  
Sightings have been recorded on 
Jackal Road, Sedumoni Plains, 
Darasandi, Secret Valley, Camp 
road, Wildebeest pan, Instant Alley 
and Hyena Drive. 

A leopard and cub were seen from 
B8.  

Our members are at times very 
fortunate with sightings. Please 
send us your photos to share with 
other members on the website. 
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Research Activities 
Tree nesting vulture breeding survey 
by Kerri Wolter 

Olifants River (ORGR and ONGR) 

8-10 June 2016 

 

The goal of this survey was to 
document the breeding activities of 
tree nesting vultures along the 
Olifants River within ORGR and ONGR.  

A follow up survey will be conducted 
in August and October to document 
chicks and measure breeding success.  

African Whitebacked and Hooded 
Vulture nests were systematically 
documented. Other raptor species’ 
nests were documented 
opportunistically. At this time of year, 
Hooded Vultures are less active than 
African White-backed Vultures as their 
breeding season is later with some of 
the Hooded Vulture nestlings only 
having fledged in early January 2016; 
very little Hooded Vulture activity was 
thus confirmed at this time. 

This two-and-a-half-day survey was 
efficient and productive and it was 
extended to incorporate more of 
Friederich Moolman’s property. 
Thirty-one new nests were identified 
and marked, several of the older nests 
were not found and at this stage, we 
do not know if the vultures 
abandoned these older nesting sites 
to move to the new sites found or if 
these new nests represent new pairs. 
Of the thirty-one new nests found, 
sixteen of these were inside 

ORGR/ONGR and fifteen inside 
Friederich Moolman’s property. 

Table 1: A summary of the total nests 
seen and how many of them were 
active, compared to June 2015. 

 

Several other raptor species were 
seen during the survey. Especially 
noteworthy was a gathering of 
approximately 50 of the above 
mentioned vulture species bathing 
and sunning near Pel’s Loop joined by 
a first year Lappet-faced Vulture, two 
young Bateleur eagles, and a Marabou 
stork. Around the same time and area 
an adult Bateleur eagle, Martial eagle, 
Fish eagle, and Wahlberg’s eagle were 
seen flying or perched nearby. 

In late 2015 and early 2016, three 
adult African White-backed vultures 
were fitted with patagial (wing) tags. 
We hope to continue our efforts to 
individually recognize every bird in the 
reserve in order to gain a more in 
depth understanding of the breeding 
ecology of each pair, population 
demographics within the reserve, and 
ranging inside the reserve and further 
afield. 

It is important to note that the 
population of African White-backed 

vultures breeding in ORGR and ONGR 
has remained stable over the last two 
years. In 2015, the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) re-
classified both species to increase 
their status from ‘Endangered’ to 
‘Critically Endangered’.  

The management and protection of 
these birds has never been more 
important.  

Based on this survey it is very clear 
that ORGR/ONGR is a stronghold for 
the species. We attribute this not only 
to suitable breeding habitat but also 
sound management and stewardship 
of these birds. 

 

(Splash of colour) 

Anti-poaching 
 
Balule had another good month in 
July, with no rhino being poached. 
Part of the success is that our 
boundaries are patrolled on a daily 
basis by the Black Mambas. They help 
with early detection of incoming and 
outgoing tracks of poachers. 

 
 

   

Total nests found 
(active) 

2015 2016 

White-backed 
Vulture 

34 
(26) 

49 (39) 

Hooded Vulture 22 (7)  24 (1) 

Other species 6 (1) 6 (0) 

TOTAL 
62 
(34) 

79 (40) 



  

 

 

 

 

  

Guest Contributions 

From time to time we will have the pleasure of guest 
contributions on different topics relating to ONGR, 
included into this newsletter. Please see a contribution 

from Liz McKenzie on trees on the last page. Thank you 
Liz! 

 You are most welcome to forward suggestions for specific 
topics you would like covered in future.

Seasonal Activities 
Or in this case un-seasonal – a new-born impala has been 
reported during the month by one of the wardens. 

 

In other years we would have burnt a firebreak on the
Maseke boundary road by this time. This year, the 
significantly lower than average rainfall has not produced 
nearly enough grass for us to consider a runaway fire as being 
a major threat. 

 

 

 

New Clubhouse 
Steady progress continues. The final completion work is 
underway and will include plumbing fixtures, screeding of 
the floor, marbleliting the pool and glazing.   

The parking lot, and fencing will be undertaken by 
Olifants North.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Waterholes 

We are maintaining the water levels in Ndlovu, Kudu and 
Wildebeest dams. Pebble loop dam remains a puddle 
although there has been some runoff from recent rains.  

 

Infrastructure Developments 



  
 

4 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFICE & 
HOUSEKEEPING 
NEWS

 
 

 

General  

Fire Danger 

August is traditionally very windy and over the last month 
we’ve experienced a number of very gusty days. 
Members are asked to ensure that their braai fires are 

properly dowsed before going to bed. There are metal 
covers for smothering the fire for sale via the office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  
      (Photo by Anne Hrabar) 

Units for Sale 
Full shares – B9,B14. 
Half share – B25.` 
Half or full share – B36 
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Guest Contributions 

WHEN SIZE COUNTS. 

THE AFRICAN BAOBAB TREE, A LIVING GIANT AMONGST MEN. 

Liz McKenzie. 

         There are 9 different species of the Baobab tree, 6 in Madagascar, 2 in Africa and 1 in Australia. Our African baobab is 
the Adansonia digitata. 

       Over some thousands of years, generations of men and woman of Africa have seen these remarkable trees grow from 
saplings into giants, believing that these immense trees are home to benevolent spirits. 

      In 1749 a young man from Provence, France, a land of clear sunshine, fragrant lavender, sage, rosemary, wild thyme and 
thickets of oaks, found himself transported to Senegal, West Africa, a land of  mangrove swamps and steaming tropical 
jungles in the south, while in the north, searing heat lay on the dry Savannah lands.  His name was Michel Adanson, he was 22 
years of age. 

        On behalf of the Compangnie des Indes he was to spend 5 years in Senegal for the purpose of collecting and describing 
the numerous plants and animals he found there. To a man, familiar with gardens that were based on symmetry and the 
strict control of nature, the wild, utterly untamed nature of Africa must have come as a shock to all of his senses.  Imagine his 
surprise and wonder on seeing a Baobab, an immense giant of a tree, for the very first time! In a most formal and 
understated manner he wrote: “I perceived a tree of prodigious thickness, which drew my whole attention.”  So began his 
years of collecting and meticulously documenting a vast variety of plants, amongst which was that of the phenomenal African 
Baobab tree.  

       On his return to France he found that his name had been immortalised by the Swedish Taxonomist, Carl Linnaeus who 
had included the name Adansonia digitata as the scientific name for the African baobab tree in his work, Species Plantarum.  
Adansonia is in honour of his name and digitata relates to the five fingered structure of the leaf.  As a result, many have 
presumed that it was Michael Adanson who was the first to “discover” and formally document an account of the African 
Baobab tree. 

 



  

 

 

 

However, close to 400 years even before Adanson’s botanical notations of the Baobab, this very same tree had 
already been described in detail by Ibn Battura, a traveller from Tangiers, who in 1353 came upon these immense trees en 
route to Mali. He wrote, “Some of these trees have rotted inside and rainwater has collected there as if it were a well. People 
drink this water. In some of these trees are bees and honey, which people collect.” These facts still holds true today.     

           In 1455 a Venetian nobleman and trader, Alvise Ca’ da Mosto was hired by Prince Henry the Navigator of Portugal to 
undertake an expedition to Senegal where he too was astounded by a tree of remarkable size. He in turn wrote, “It was 
hollow in many places and its branches were very large so that they threw a deep shade around.” 

              Considering more recent history, men such as Livingston, Burton, Chapman and Thomas Bains have all gone to great 
lengths to measure compare and document the attributes of this “Living Monument”. In 1855 Livingston carved his initials on 
a Baobab tree which grew on an island above the great “Smoke that Thunders” On his death in 1873 his heart remained in 
Africa, buried under a Mpunda tree. This tree died in 1900 and was removed. Had his heart been buried under a Baobab tree, 
the tree of course would still be standing as guardian over his heart today.   

             Beware however; should you be tempted to pick the waxy, white flower of the tree, you put yourself at great risk of 
being eaten by a lion! Fortunately though, should you drink the delicious concoction made from the fruit’s seeds, you will 
never be eaten by a crocodile!  Given the size of the crocks at ONGR that’s a fact worth knowing! 

 

 

        


