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Rain and Temperatures 
 

This month we recorded 17.8mm of 
rain. The rainfall recorded for the 
Year to Date (YTD) is 37.8mm.  

Temperatures for the month 
included a low of 16 degree Celsius 
and a high of 36 degrees Celsius. 

  
Drought 
 
The forecast of drought conditions 
persisting until mid-summer is still a 
high probability although the 
chance thereafter of above average 
rainfall is something to look 
forward to.  
 
It has been interesting to see that 
with the drought conditions  

 
currently prevailing that the 
waterbuck are often seen at the 
quarry pit on Dead Lead Drive.  
 
Old thatch from when the office 
was re-thatched  had been spread 
there to create a mulch as part of 
the rehabilitation process.. 
 
It’s hard to believe that the 
waterbuck can still get nutrition 
from thatch grass that is so dry and 
hard. 
 

(Photo by Teich) 

 

Sightings 
 

It’s been a relatively quiet month. 

Lion sightings continue to be good 
with sightings being reported on 
Ebony road, Driftwood, Camp Road, 
Kudu Pan and Instant Alley 

An aardvark was seen on Dead 
Lead. 

Burnt Necked Eremomelas were 
seen. 

Balule held their annual game 
count this month and we’ll prepare 
something for next month’s 
newsletter. 

Balule & Conservation News 

Joe’s Jabber   

 

October 

 2016 

 

 



  
 

2 
 

 

Research Activities 
Bees 

Jejane, one of the regions in Balule, in 
conjunction with Elephants Alive at 
the end of 2015 undertook a project 
whereby beehives were introduced to 
protect Marula trees. 

The theory is that elephants do not 
like bees and will avoid trees where 
there is bee activity. This may be 
important as it could be used to 
reduce the damage caused by 
elephants stripping the trees’ bark. 
Managers and researchers alike are 
concerned about a lack of recruitment 
of young Marula trees in the APNR 
(Association of Private Nature 
Reserves) bordering Kruger National 
Park. 

150 Marula trees were identified in 
the research plot.  50 were left as 
control trees, another 50 were 
protected using wire mesh and the 
other 50 had 2 beehives (one active 
beehive and one dummy beehive) 
hanging from their branches.  

 

 

 

 

 

The drought conditions, lack of nectar 
and pests like ants reduced the active 
hives to 20. After a decision was taken 
to begin supplementing their 
nutritional requirements by supplying 
them with pollen, nectar and sugar 
water all the hives stabilised and one 
of the hives actually split to bring the 
number up to 21. 

The preliminary results show that the  
trees in the control group  received 
50% elephant impact (includes all 
forms of impact e.g. strip barking, 
primary branches broken, secondary 
branches broken, main stem broken, 
toppling, etc.). The trees which were 
wire netted received 24% impact, 
while the bee trees only had 2% 
impact (broken secondary branches). 

The original beehives are made from 
wood but an improvement using 
aluminium and fibreglass is now 
recommended and used as it makes it 
easier to keep the hive disease free 
and has less of a carbon footprint. 

Thank you to Glen Thomson and 
Robin Cook for giving information. 
Additional information was obtained 
from 
https://mikekendrick.exposure.co/bee
s-trees-and-elephants 

  

 

 

 

 

(Splash of colour) 

Anti-poaching 
 
Unfortunately Balule lost another 
rhino to poachers this month. This will 
be the fifth one for the year.  

There are no constants out in the 
bush as far as the poachers are 
concerned. As soon as we come up 
with a strategy they find a way around 
it.  

Probably a case of this being their only 
“WORK” and time is of no 
consequence. Whereas our APU 
teams are out on patrol all the time, 
they have huge areas to cover and the 
wardens are not able to focus fulltime 
on poaching as they have other work 
to do in their areas. 

 

 
 

   

https://mikekendrick.exposure.co/bees-trees-and-elephants
https://mikekendrick.exposure.co/bees-trees-and-elephants
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Guest Contributions 

From time to time we have the pleasure of guest 
contributions from member “experts” on different topics, 
such as birds and trees, relating to ONGR, included into 
this newsletter. Please see a contribution from Graham 

Benfield to do with lions on the last page. Thank you 
Graham.        
If you would like to make a contribution or suggest a topic 
of interest - please make contact with Joe.

Seasonal Activities 
During October we will go to all units to ensure that the 
risk of fire spreading to your unit is minimised. It is an 
annual undertaking where tall grass (not much of that 

this year) is slashed and dead wood is removed in a strip                                                                                  
of 5m around each house. At the same time we ensure 
that trees are not in contact with the thatch.

New Clubhouse 

 

The building operations are completed and members 
have started using the facilities. A short snag list has been 
identified.  We are sorting out the parking area and 
erecting the electrical fence.  

 

 

 

Roads 

The 15mm of rain during the month allowed us to drag 
tyres over all the roads on the reserve. Amazing what a 
difference it makes to game drives.

Waterholes 

We continue to pump water to Ndlovu, Kudu and 
Wildebeest dams and this continues to attract significant 
quantities of game.  

Flatlet 

The conversion of the old offices to a two bedroomed 
flatlet has commenced. We are hoping to have it ready for 
use in December this year. 

Infrastructure Developments 



  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFICE & 
HOUSEKEEPING 
NEWS

  
General

TRIBUTE. 

Bennie Osmers, Helicopter pilot. 
(https://vimeo.com/74912279)  

 

 

Elephant damage in the office area. 

Fortunately with the rain that we had during the month 
the delinquent elephant is not coming in as regularly as 
before or maybe the remaining trees are not as tasty as  

 

 

 

they once were. There is good possibility that the trees 
have started producing tannin as a self-preservation 
mechanism. 

 

 

(Photo by Johann Grobbelaar)

Units for Sale 
 

Third share – A8. 
Half share – B25. 

Full share – B9, B14. 
Half or full share – B36 
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Guest Contributions 

THE LION GAME 

Graham Benfield 

For many years quite a few members have tried to identify and monitor the different lions and their various groupings that 
frequent or pass through ONGR. Visual observations as well as photographs have been used and often the preferred photo 
has been the “bottoms up” picture (See photo below.) and not the full-on face in order to sex the young and sub-adult lions. 

                                                    

In the last few years keeping track (pun intended) of the lions has become even more difficult as their numbers have 
increased. Our relative short and infrequent visits certainly do not help with this always changing, fluid situation. This makes 
it important that as many members as possible try to identify and report the individual lions as well as the various groupings 
and prides involved. Doing this will make for more interesting observations of the lions and at the same time will provide 
valuable information to Joe, the farm as a whole and the new Predator Project which is having excellent support.  

With this in mind, Joe asked me to give a summary of the current situation, as in August there appeared to be a confusion of 
different lion groupings. Hopefully this will assist members when they next visit. 

                                                   



  

 

 

 

To show how the sightings have developed I have gone back to 2015. I have only used my records so I do not claim this to be 
complete. Any additions or corrections would be welcome.  

 

2015  2 Male lions  

                         Pride of 7:      3 Lionesses, 1 sub-adult female and 3 cubs (2 male, 1 female) 

I recall that at the end of 2015 another pride of ?6 were seen at the same time we were with the Pride of 7. I 
think it was Kelly Pugin and maybe she can confirm. We never saw this pride. 

                         River Ladies:  2 Lionesses. Very spotted and found on both sides of the Olifants. 

2016 

         JAN.        2 Male lions   (1 killed by south lions end Jan on the south) 

Pride of 8:       2 Lionesses, 3 bigger cubs, and 3 smaller cubs.      
 These lionesses are from the above Pride of 7 and both had 3 cubs.                        

   Pride of 5:       1 Lioness, 1 sub-adult female and 3 young sub-adults (2 male, 1 female)   
  These lions are the balance of Pride of 7. The lioness has a broken lower left canine.  

                               

                         River Ladies:   2 Lionesses. 

 

      MARCH     1 Male Lion 

Pride of 4:      1 Lioness, 3 new, small cubs.           
This is the lioness from Pride of 5 above identified from the broken lower left canine. 



  

 

 

 

No other lions were seen on this visit so it could only be surmised that the other 4 from Pride of 5 may have 
re-joined the lions of Pride of 8 when the lioness went off to have her cubs. 

 

At this stage we thought we had a reasonable handle on the lion families, but after our August visit we can no longer say this. 

 

      AUG         1 Male Lion 

                        Pride of 8:    1 Lioness, 3 sub-adults (2 males, 1 female), 1 younger sub-adult male, 3 big “cubs”  

                                                      (2 males, 1 female) 

We need more sightings and photos of this pride. (See website for photos.) 

                             From the JAN Prides of 8 and 5 we are missing a lioness and 3 young lions. 

                        Pride of 4:     1 Lioness and 3 cubs. Fleetingly seen by Ken Jones from afar. Not definitive. 

                        Pride of 4:     1 sub-adult male, 3 sub-adult lionesses. Seen on River road. (See photo.) 

                        Pride of 5:     5 sub-adult males. Seen on Pebble Loop.        
  One male has a damaged left-side of the nose.  

                                                  

    Pride of 8:     5 young males, 3 young lionesses. (Could be 6 males and 2 females).   
  Crossed from north to south and seen several times on the south. 

               The second Pride of 4 and Pride of 5 may be part of this pride. More evidence needed. 

River Ladies:    2 Lionesses.           
 Not seen along the Olifants as both have had cubs (4 and 2) and are around the Palm Loop area. 

 

As the August sightings show, there is a lot of uncertainty and the challenge is on to try to clarify all these groupings. 
Hopefully this can happen in Dec/Jan. Have fun! 

 



  

 

 

 

 
 

  

 


