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Rain and Temperatures 
 

This month we recorded 38.12mm 
of rain. The rainfall recorded for the 
Year to Date (YTD) is 75.9mm. Over 
the last 14 years we recorded a 
high of 126mm and a low of 5mm 
for the month of October.  

Temperatures for the month 
included a low of 12 degree Celsius 
and a high of 39 degrees Celsius. 

 

(Photo by Teich) 

 
 
Drought 
 
So far the drought that was 
predicted has not materialised.  
 
I for one am very pleased that the 
predictions are not as severe as 
what everyone thought.  
 
Numerous animals are looking a bit 
worse for wear and while there 
have been some deaths that can be 
directly attributed to lack of food 
most of the weaker animals are 
being taken by lions.  
And so the circle of life continues.  
 
  

Sightings 

Lion sightings on Ebony, 
Jackalberry, Sandbank Hide, Kudu  

 

 

 

Pan, Camp Road, Instant Alley, 
Marula Drive, Darasandi. 

Hyenas have also made a welcome 
return. 

3 Sable bulls have been seen on a 
few occasions. Unfortunately lions 
took the single sable cow before 
she could meet up with the 3 bulls.  

Leopard at the causeway, Ndlovu 
dam, Marula Drive, Aviary and 
Secrete valley. 

Osprey at the causeway. 

(Martial eagle by Danny A8)
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Balule Game Count 2016 
Balule in conjunction with the Associated Private 
Nature Reserves of Klaserie, Timbavati and 
Umbabat undertakes to do a bi-annual game 
count. This year should have been a mini- count of 
the mega-herbivores but because of the drought 
conditions a full count was done to get a better 
understanding of game movement within Balule 
and the APNR.  

When looking at the graphs which follow - 
remember that while the counts are done as 
accurately as possible - they will never be 100%, 
accurate and that the accuracies also differ for 
different species on a particular day. The count 
will also vary from one day to the next if the same 
area was counted as the animals may have moved 
to an adjoining property. Because of these 
inherent inaccuracies we therefore work with the 
general trends. 

  

We did the game count in mid-September and the 
figures north of the Olifants River are reflected 
below.  

A Board update on matters pertaining to ONGR 
and Balule which includes comprehensive insight 
of the dynamics of game movement currently 
experienced on ONGR in particular will be 
communicated shortly. 

 

The general trends north of the Olifants River 
reflect relatively stable populations of buffalo, 
bushbuck, elephant, giraffe, kudu, lion and zebra.  

Populations with a strong downward trend are 
baboon troops, blue wildebeest, steenbuck, 
waterbuck and warthog. 

The populations of duiker, impala and monkey 
troops are increasing. 

 

 

Of interest for me are those populations that are 
going against the trend of the rest of Balule and 
will need further investigation (i.e. baboons, 
giraffe and impala). Lion appear to be in this 
category however we know of a lot more lion than 
were counted on the day of the count. 

   

Members who have been at ONGR recently will 
have seen huge numbers of general game on 
Olifants North and if you compare that to the 
game count figures, which in general show the 
same amount of game or less as previous counts, 
will probably not agree with these figures. The 
explanation is that Olifants North at the moment 
may be considered as the “pantry” for all the 
game on the north of the river, with significant 
game movement from Grietjie and Parsons to 
ONGR.  

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

                  

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

  

Anti-poaching 
 

Balule lost another rhino during the month – this time due to natural causes. It appears to have died from 
wounds sustained during fighting. 

Guest Contributions  

From time to time we have the pleasure of guest contributions from member “experts” on different topics, 
such as birds and trees, relating to ONGR, included into this newsletter. Please see a contribution from Liz 
McKenzie on baobabs on the last page. Thank you Liz.  

 

If you would like to make a contribution or suggest a topic of interest - please make contact with Joe.
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Seasonal Activities 
The elephant are causing a major 
headache on our north western 
boundary and since our resources 
are currently deployed there, our 
normal activities have been 
suspended and only the essentials 
like water provision and removing 
trees from roads are being 
undertaken. 

When the elephants give us a break 
we’ll start doing some road 
maintenance.  

 

  

 

 

New Clubhouse 
 

The parking area has been 
established and the electrical fence 
has been completed.  

A combined GRAND OPENING and 
traditional New Year’s party event 
is being planned on 31 December 
2016.  

Everyone that is on the reserve is 
invited. 

 

Infrastructure Developments 
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Waterholes 

Water levels have been maintained in Ndlovu, Kudu and 
Wildebeest dams. Ndlovu is noticeably high due to 25 mm 
of rain that fell in the Sedumoni river catchment area in 
October.  

Flatlet 

Good progress is being made and the building renovation 
should be complete by the end of November. 

Additional staff accommodation 

Additional staff accommodation was created in the staff 
village by converting the double garage into 2 living areas 
each with its own kitchen. Staff are already utilising the 
upgraded facilities. 

 

OFFICE & 
HOUSEKEEPING 
NEWS
 
General

CLUBHOUSE 

 The new clubhouse is proving extremely popular with 
many positive comments from members.  

Members are reminded that the new Clubhouse is used at your 
own risk. Parents are advised to ensure that children do not 
walk across the rim / overflow wall of the swimming pool at 
any time.  Members are also requested to ensure that on 
leaving the clubhouse, rubbish is put into the lockable bins, the 
lights and fans are switched off (if you are the last to leave)  
and tables and chairs are left as you would like to find them on 
your next visit.  

   

 

(Splash of colour) 

 

 Units for Sale 
         Half share – B25. 

Full share – B9, B14. 
Half or full share – B36 
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Guest Contributions 

THE BIG FRIENDLY GIANT. 

 

Liz McKenzie. 

 

               Ask a child of any age, (and that includes you too of course,) “Do you want to visit a Big Friendly 
Giant?” I guarantee you that the answer would be, “Of course, yes!” So should you be travelling to or 
from ONGR  along the R71 and find yourself  cruising past the dorp of Gravelotte , ( watch out for the 
speed limit there,) do not ignore the sign that reads; “ Giant Baobab, She is more than 2000 years old 
and still growing. Please visit me.” 

          How can the child in you resist that? So turn onto the gravel road in the direction of Leydsdorp and 
you won’t regret it. “Leydsdorp? Which dorp is that?” You might ask?  I’ll tell you ...but only after we 
have visited our Big Friendly Giant- or B.F.G in child speak. You cannot miss it, the so called “Gravelotte 
Baobab.” It stands magnificent and massive in its very venerable old age, (the actual   number of years 
are still unsubstantiated, but give or take 1 000 plus some.) The tree is protected on the land of a local 
farmer while a gentle giant of a man in blue is the proud caretaker of all its 15 metres of girth. It is a 
fully paid up member of the vast family of African Baobab trees, the Adansonia digitata, a family that 
has lived on our land for centuries!  

        Standing beside this B.F.G. of Gravelotte is a humbling experience, it is difficult to grasp that one 
thousand years ago, while this tree was a mere sapling, The Great Zimbabwe city was being built and 
the people of Mapungubwe were trading in gold and ivory with China and Egypt. In Europe, the 
Crusades battled on for a period of 200 years during which time this tree grew into adulthood.  A ladder 
enables one to climb right up into the muscular arms of this living elder, the experience made me 
understand what a tiny tick must feel like clinging to the rump of a massive elephant!  

         So now.... hands up those of you who have in fact been to Leydsdorp? Not many I guess and not 
surprising! We have, as I have always had a fascination for any dorp’s cemetery so this one was on my 
list. Leydsdorp, named after the Secretary of State, Dr. William Leyd, grew from obscurity in 1870 to a 
bustling town of miners and much raucousness by the 1880’s thanks to the rush that followed the 
discovery of gold in the Murchison Range. President Paul Kruger had his hunting lodge there and once, 
with a stroke of a pen, he declared the little dorp a “ city” as he had official documents to sign! 
Tragically by the 1890’s it was known as a small town with a big cemetery as dreaded Malaria struck 
down even the strongest. (It was whispered that lions and bar room brawls took their toll on the 
population as well.)    The cool interior cavity of our B.F.G. of Gravelotte, was once used as the cold 
store room for the miner’s bar, fondly known as The Murchison Pub, which provided much needed 
relief from the hard life they lived. Today a notice entreats you to “Please drive slowly... She is resting”! 
When you, your family and 10 friends  form a chain to hug this solid, gnarled Big Friendly Giant’s body , 
it will makes you feel that the B.F.G  might just hug you in return!     



  

 

 

                               

 

                          

 

 
 

  

 


