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Rain and Temperatures 
 

This month we recorded 80.12mm 
of rain. The rainfall recorded for the 
Year to Date (YTD) is 220.7mm.  

December this year has been a 
comparatively dry month when 
compared to previous years when 
we’ve averaged between 128 and 
150mm. the good thing with this 
month’s rainfall is that the nine 
showers were small amounts 
spaced at regular intervals with two 
bigger showers right at the end. 
This meant that the grasses had 
chance to grow and absorb the 
heavier rains without causing too 
much damage to roads.  

Temperatures for the month 
included a low of 17 degree Celsius 
and a high of 39 degrees Celsius.  

 

 

 

 

                          (Buff by Teich)       

 

 

 

Sightings 

There were excellent lion sightings 
throughout the month. These were 
seen at Zebra Pan, Wildebeest dam, 
Ndlovu Dam, Secrete Valley, Ebony 
Road, River Road, Nyathi, the road 
to B6-B8 and at B4 

Leopards were seen on Camp Road, 
Wildebeest dam and at B7. 

Some unusual sightings include a 
grey plover and a grey headed 
Kingfisher. A Pels fishing owl was 
seen on the Flood plain road. 

A buffalo herd of more than 90 
individuals has been seen regularly. 
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General Observation 
QUELEAS 

For the past 3 weeks we’ve been inundated with flocks of queleas. Our last records of flocks in these numbers date back to 
2004. They seasonally migrate following the rain fronts and are an indicator of a good grass seed bank.  

Of interest is that where they breed the nestlings are fed on insects that can be up to 50% by volume of their diet. 

Anti-poaching 
Balule has had a black December with a loss of three rhinos. Two of these were a mother and calf.  

Eleven incursions occurred over the course of the month and without the early detection and response the tally may have 
been a lot higher.

Guest Contributions 

From time to time we have the pleasure of guest contributions from member “experts” on different topics, such as birds 
and trees, relating to ONGR, included into this newsletter. Please see a contribution on geology by Graham Benfield on the 
last page. Thank you  Graham.  

If you would like to make a contribution or suggest a topic of interest - please make contact with Joe. 

 
Seasonal Activities 
We’ve sprayed a 1 meter width of herbicide around members’ houses as part of the requirement for our insurers. 

  

(splash of colour) 

 

 

(Look me in the eye by Graham)
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The capital levy projects started in 2015 have now all been 
completed. For the coming year we’ll be going into a bit of 
a consolidation phase which will also see us also 
concentrating on some conservation orientated projects. 

OFFICE & HOUSEKEEPING  
NEWS
 
General

CLUBHOUSE 

Members are reminded that the new Clubhouse is used at your own risk. Parents are advised to ensure that children do not 
walk across the rim / overflow wall of the swimming pool at any time.   

Please ensure you leave tables and chairs as you would like to find them on your next visit.  

 

REFUSE AREA 

The refuse is set up to receive glass, tins and general (mostly degradable and plastics). 

Members are requested to please separate their refuse and place them in the appropriate containers in the refuse area. 
The glass and tins get taken for recycling and the plastic gets separated at the dump which serves as a job creation 
initiative.  

 

 

Infrastructure 

Developments 



  

 

 

 

NEW YEARS/ NEW CLUBHOUSE OPENING 

We had a very good turnout to see the New Year in and to celebrate the completion of the clubhouse and all the other 
capital levy projects undertaken this year. Olifants River members were well represented and in total we had more than 
100 people attend this event.  

 

(Some before photos………) 

A special thank you to B26 for helping unload tables and chairs, ONGR staff for all their hard work and then members 
assisting with tidying up before the last people left at quarter past four. 

 A good thing that the 1st was not an official working day as there was quite a lot of cleaning up to do – we managed to 
have it all done before noon. 

 

NEW YEAR 

  Prosperous new year’s wish to everyone. 
 
 

                (Photo by Graham)                                                                                                         

UNITS FOR SALE 

Full Share B9 and B14;      

Half Share B25;    

Full or Half Share B36 

  

 

 



  

 

 

 

Guest Contributions 

ROCKING ALONG 

GRAHAM BENFIELD 

Every rock tells a story; how it was formed and how it became to be where we can observe it today, but before we explore 
the rocks of Olifants we need a basic understanding of how rocks are geologically classified and the landforms 
(geomorphology) that result. Remember what we see today on the surface was once deep underground and results from 
millions of years erosion which has stripped away all of the overlying formations. These are mind-boggling, massive forces 
at play. Just consider that there was a time when the escarpment was along the border of Mozambique and this great 
thickness of sediments has been eroded and been moved west to its present position. There are 3 main rock types 
according to their formation which are Igneous, Sedimentary and Metamorphic.  

Igneous rocks originate from magma, deep under the earth’s surface where they slowly cool and crystallise out to form 
various types of rock depending on their chemical composition and the rate at which they have cooled. If the magma is 
extruded to the surface as in the case of volcanoes, then cooling is rapid and an extremely fine grained lava results. Granites 
and Dolerites are the igneous rocks on Olifants.  

Sedimentary rocks form on the surface usually in water as the particles of sand or mud settle out in seas, lakes or rivers. 
This gives the rock a horizontal layered appearance called “bedding”. If the bedding is tilted or even vertical the rocks have 
been affected by tectonic forces and have been tilted or folded. The Sandstones of Table Mountain (horizontal), Southern 
Cape (folded) or the Magaliesburg (tilted) are examples. Rocks originating as wind-blown, ice deposited or chemically 
precipitated are included in this classification.  

Metamorphic rocks are in-between the above two as they commence life as either Sedimentary or Igneous rocks but due to 
subsequent deformation by heat and pressure as a result of being moved deeper into the earth’s crust, they change their 
original form and become a different looking rock. Olifants has plenty of this type which include Gneiss (pronounced Nice) 
and Schist. A gneiss is coarser grained than a schist, having originally been a sandstone. A schist started off as a siltstone or 
mudstone and so is much finer grained. In addition, due to pressure, any plate-like, flat minerals all become aligned in the 
same plane causing the rock to be characteristically foliated.  

Now that we know all there is to know about rock types (Petrography) let’s go for a drive and see how good we are. 
Because of the age of the formations around Phalaborwa (3,500 million years-my) we will not be seeing any Sedimentary 
rocks unless you look to the Escarpment which consists of much younger sedimentary sandstones, quartzites and shales. 
The predominant rocks on Olifants are Granites and Gneisses which are quite intermingled and because of their age are not 
all that straightforward. The gneisses are characteristically extremely varied both in colour and texture. 

On the road from the camp to the new club-house we pass outcrops of first a bluish gneiss and then just before the 
clubhouse turn-off as well as at the phone layby we encounter outcrops of granite. Note the light coloured sands and 
gravels that arise from the weathered granite. Opposite the front door of the clubhouse is an interesting fresh exposure of 
a mix of granite and gneiss as well as a block of glassy quartz. Both the granite and gneiss are heavily micaceous with the 
granite very coarse grained and the gneiss variable in colour and distinctly layered with the bedding vertical.   

 



  

 

 

 

We continue left into Maroela and at the turn-off to Sable Loop we find our first Dolerite on the right. This is an Igneous 
rock which is much younger than most of the other rocks as it was intruded at depth into the existing rocks about 125 my. 
ago. This is a hard, fine grained blue rock which weathers to a brown outer surface as it is rich in iron minerals. It is fine 
grained from cooling quite quickly indicating that the intrusion was not all that deep. If the intrusion is vertical, as at 
Olifants, it is called a dyke. If horizontal it is a sill as seen in the Karoo where the dolerite sills cap the koppies. This rock 
tends to form round boulders as a result of onion weathering which is the flaking off of the outer layers. Look to the left and 
there is an outcrop of blue/grey gneiss.  

Up we go to Lizard Rock which is dolerite, over the top with the picnic spot koppie on the left. This whole koppie is the 
blue/grey gneiss. 

Our next stop is the river crossing of the Sedumoni at the start of Sedumoni Plains, having passed lots of gneissic outcrops 
on the way. Here is a beautiful exposure of gneiss in the riverbed. Of interest is the vertical orientation of the rocks where 
the layers of the original sandstone are standing upright. There is also a band of black schistose mudstone between the 
lighter coloured gneiss layers. We also see thin bands of white quartz which have intruded into the rocks showing that the 
rocks had been deformed to a plastic state when this occurred. In all likelihood the quartz was carried dissolved in super-
heated steam at the time of emplacement and with rapid cooling, precipitated out. Across the stream on the far cliff a huge 
vein of quartz which formed in a similar way is visible. 

We double back to Rocky Horror and at Sedumoni Crossing we see a repeat of the quartz bands in the gneiss, some of 
which are distinctly black and others severely deformed. At the top of Mica Hill we find more outcrops of granite. Granites 
are always deserving of a close look as through cooling slowly they have formed large and distinctive crystals. See if you can 
see the 3 main constituents which are Feldspar, Quartz and Mica. (Feldspar is opaque and pinkish, quartz is glassy and mica 
is shiny and flaky). Due to their coarse nature and age the granites here are well weathered and again we see the type of 
soil and gravels that arise.  

We head toward the Causeway by way of the link to Pebble Loop in order to see the blueish micaceous schist at the bend in 
the road and nearby, all in close proximity, rocks of granite and gneiss. As we drop down we can admire the impressive 
dolerite dyke which the walking area follows. The balancing boulders are the result of jointing and onion weathering. (Any 
leopard you may spot is simply a bonus). As we approach the old air-strip we cut through the dyke, pass more gneiss on the 
south-side of the strip and then pick up another dolerite dyke with the rock-fig as we approach the Causeway.  

The bridge is tied into a dolerite dyke as the bridge-builders know that you can’t get a better foundation than fresh dolerite. 
Forgive me, but we must cross and go down Pels to pay homage to my favourite rock -the lovely, vertically orientated, 
greenish schist which stands proud on the edge of the road. Jump out and rub your hand over the face of the rock. Soapy 
and talc-like due to the flat micaceous, talc and chlorite minerals which are all lying in the same direction due to the 
metamorphic forces which changed this mudstone/soapstone into this schist. 

The rocks described above are repeated on most of the other drives. So look out for the granites at White Rocks at the end 
of the river loops, and near the top of Porcupine you can see rounded rocks and river gravels showing the early course of 
the Olifants River and marvel as to how much lower the river is today. Take the turn-off to Mariep's View and Aviary short-
cut and immediately you drive past a large granite outcrop which again has given rise to typical granitic sand. This is evident 
for the whole area along Moolman’s airstrip until at the bend to Elephant Walk we again encounter more dolerite. On 
Elephant Walk there is a lot of white quartz. On the northern side of Olifants North there are many outcrops of gneiss - 
Lovers Leap, Wildebeest Dam, Secret Valley and Ndlovu Dam for starters. Every now and then you will find more granites 
like along Secret Valley. 

  Although not on Olifants, mention must be made of the Syenite Inselbergs (koppies) around Phalaborwa and prominent on 
Grietjie as one drives in. Syenite is an acid rich igneous rock and today what we see are the plugs of the ancient volcanoes 
that were fed by these syenite intrusions/pipes. Of course, the volcano vents and upper pipes are long gone having been 
eroded away. Grietjie koppie is a beautiful example.  



  

 

 

 

Rocks teach us to respect age, so when you next pass me on a game drive, kindly doff your hat. Enjoy the wonderfully 
interesting rocks of Olifants.      

 

 
 

  

 


