
  
 

1 
 

 

Apologies for a rather 
late Jabber. 

Rain and Temperatures 
 

The 53.5mm rain we recorded for 
January is dragging the year’s 
average to date even further down. 
We’ve been spoilt over the past 5 
years where our average has been 
161mm in January. Overall we are 
sitting on 274mm for the season 
which is 25% lower than our rainfall 
records over the last 14years. 

Temperatures for the month 
included a low of 18 degree Celsius 
and a high of 39 degrees Celsius. It 
does however look like the average 
temperatures are getting lower and 
therefor a bit more bearable. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                              (Photo by Jock)       

 

 

 

 

Sightings 

Klipspringers at The Pools. 

Cheetah - first sighting on Olifants 
North in a number of years. 
Members followed it all the way 
down the Old Mine Boundary road. 

Large buffalo herd on Darasandi as 
well as dagga boys at Wildebeest 
dam 

Pride of 8 lion seen regularly with 
the male in close proximity. 

Leopard on Hyena Road. 
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General Observation 
The large number of elephants that were here during the winter months have moved off to greener pastures as they 
normally do. Members seeing the damage they’ve caused over the past half year are especially happy that the trees can at 
least get a chance to recover.  

We tend to forget that elephants prefer to graze and will only target trees if there is not enough grass around.   

Anti-poaching 

Sadly Balule lost another two rhinos during the month. It sometimes feels like one is engaged in a losing battle but our small 
successes and number of incursions detected without animals being poached keeps the spirits up.

Pest Control Services. 

There are several pest control companies servicing units on Olifants North. We have not experienced any problems with 
any of them. Some of the companies have existing guarantees on work that they have done in the past on certain of the 
units. For the guarantee to be valid inspections are needed at least once a year. Where termites are found during those 
inspections a re-treatment is then done at no charge.  

It may be that one company has done a post construction (drilling into the foundations and injecting insecticide under 
pressure) treatment and another company has done thatch (fumigation) treatment. The two treatments are different and 
should therefore not interfere with each other. Members need not double up and are free to choose which ever company 
to do their units. 

                                       

(splash of colour)                                                                                       (Croc by Jock)

Guest Contributions

From time to time we have the pleasure of guest contributions from member “experts” on different topics, such as birds 
and trees, relating to ONGR, included into this newsletter. Please see a contribution on a nationally rare species of bird on 
the last page. Thank you, Johann.  

If you would like to make a contribution or suggest a topic of interest - please make contact with Joe. 
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OFFICE & HOUSEKEEPING  
NEWS
 
General

CLUBHOUSE 

Members are reminded that the new Clubhouse is used at your own risk. Parents are advised to ensure that children do not 
walk across the rim / overflow wall of the swimming pool at any time.   

Please ensure you leave tables and chairs as you would like to find them on your next visit.  

 

SHOP 

New clothing stock came in during the month. Please feel free to come and browse. 

 

RESERVATION FORMS 

Please see separate attachments of the reservation forms for the services offered by ONGR. These will also be available on 
the website shortly.  

Any suggestions to improve the form or the system would be welcomed. 

 

 

 

UNITS FOR SALE 

Full Share B9 and B14;      

Half Share B25;    

Full or Half Share B36 

(Photo by Simon)
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Guest Contributions 

National rarity recorded at Ndlovu dam December 2016/January 2017 

Johann Grobbelaar 

 

 
 
 

 

The above photo shows two very similar Tringa waders at Ndlovu dam on the farm, which I took in January this year. Note that the 

one on the right is slightly smaller, with a shorter bill and longer legs - this is a Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola, a very common 

summer visitor throughout Southern Africa and they are virtually guaranteed with every visit to the farm during our summer 

months. Woodies, as we (birders) affectionately refer to them, love little ponds or dams and are less frequently seen along rivers, 

although we also see them along the Olifants river but then mostly around the shallows where little ponds form, they don’t like 

running water. 
 

 
The bird on the left is a very similar wader but this bird is a recordable national rarity in Southern Africa. This is a Green 

Sandpiper T. ochropus. I am aware of previous records from ORGR and not sure about ONGR (not according to Roy Sarkin, who 

has been coming here much longer than we have, pers comm.) but these birds are probably under recorded due to their similarity to 

Woodies. As far as regional rarities go they are among the more common ones, but still justify reporting.  
 

 
In general the spotting on the back in the case of Green Sandpiper (GSP) is much smaller than for Woodies but be careful: the 

spotting becomes much more obvious towards the end of our summer as the birds begin to moult into breeding plumage before 

returning to their northern breeding grounds. Compare the photos taken in December ( 2 below) when we first found the bird to the 

ones taken in January (presumed to be the same individual, top left and 2 at the bottom).   
 



  

 

 

 

 
 
Woodies always show a very clear white supecilium (eyebrow stripe) which normally extends well beyond the eye but this can be 

confusing since the individual shown here (right at the top) does not show this! If it (Woodie) does have the supercilium extending 

beyond the eye it easily excludes GSP as they always have a clear supercilium extending only up to the eye and also have a clear, 

more prominent white eyering, seen above - both photos are of the same GSP individual in December before moulting. 
 
Note that the Woodie featured here at the top also shows a “dirty”, brownish wash to the upper breast and neck, due to its non-

breeding plumage - a feature I have never seen in a GSP - they always seem more white. Note that Woodies also clean up nicely in 

their breeding plumage. 
 



  

 

 

 

One feature which really helps to clinch the identification is the underwing. GSP has blackish underwings with barred underwing 

coverts (below, left) while Woodies have much paler underwings (below, right) - this is a consistent feature for both species. Both 

photos are of the two individuals featured at the top from Ndlovu dam. 
 

 
 
Tringa waders feed mostly on small invertebrates, including aquatic and terrestrial insects, molluscs, crustaceans etc. but 

sometimes also small fish as recorded below. 
 



  

 

 

 

 
 
Let’s keep our eyes open for rare waders - you never know what might turn up next. 


