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Rain and Temperatures 
 

March has been a rather dry month compared to both the short term and the 
long term average; we only received 24.5mm compared to 107,7mm over the 
previous 5 years.  Overall we have had 386mm rain for the season which is 20% 
below what we normally expect. 

Temperatures for the month included a low of 16 degree Celsius and a high of 
37 degrees Celsius. On average the days are 1.1 degree cooler than in February. 
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Sightings 

Lion sightings have been frequent. They have been seen at Ndlovu and Pebble Loop dams, Catch 22, B7, Sedumoni Plains 
and the Old Airstrip. 

Leopard were seen on two occasions at the causeway and Ebony road. 

Some unusual sightings this month include hyena and a mamba on Camp road, a honey badger, a sooty falcon and a pygmy 
king fisher.  

Research Activities                                                                                              

Members that have been on the reserve recently would 
have noticed the ground on the old airstrip and Sedumoni 
plains has been disturbed. As part of an experiment to 
jumpstart grass production in these areas the ground has 
been ripped along contours and indigenous grass seeds 
planted in the ditches thus formed.  

Ideally one should then place branches over the seeded 
portion to protect any new growth from being eaten; 
unfortunately there are not enough branches close by to 
make it effective together with rain.  

It did rain after we seeded the old airstrip and it’s been 
rewarding to see the grass sprouting. A portion of the 
Sedumoni plains area has also been ripped and seeded 
but no rain has fallen and therefore no new grass can be 
seen. Fortunately grass seed can remain dormant for up 
to seven years, so watch this space with the next rainfall 
season.    

Poaching                         
We lament the demise of another rhino this month to poachers. Sadly Balule also lost a further one to natural causes 
because of fighting between two bulls in the area south of the railway line closer to Hoedspruit

Guest Contributions                  
From time to time we have the pleasure of guest contributions from member “experts”. This time though, we are going 
slightly further afield with history of the Old Coach Road “Koetspad” (Strydom Tunnel area) by Wayne Mark Tomlinson. He  
is based in Hoedspruit and is an air  traffic controller for the Limpopo region and has been researching the history of the 
Lowveld area. Thank you Mark.  

If you would like to make a contribution or suggest a topic of interest - please make contact with Joe.

Seasonal Activities 
Bernard and the team have been busy filling in potholes 
and repairing road humps on Hyena, Rhino Loop, Rhino 
plains, Darasandi and the fence line.                                                 
.                                                              
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OFFICE & HOUSEKEEPING  
NEWS
 
 
General

CAUSEWAY RESTRICTIONS 

Easter Weekend 

Please note that according to the reciprocal traversing 
agreement the causeway to Olifants River will be closed 
from 14 to 17 April for game drives. You are however able 
to visit family and friends during this time. 

 

CLUBHOUSE 

Members are reminded that the new Clubhouse is used 
at your own risk. Parents are advised to ensure that 
children do not walk across the rim / overflow wall of the 
swimming pool at any time.   

Please ensure you leave tables and chairs as you would 
like to find them on your next visit. 

 

(Photo by Johann B38) 

SPOTLIGHTS ON EBONY ROAD 

Out of curtesy to houses along the Sedumoni please do 
not shine spotlights when approaching the river crossing.

EBONY ROAD 
 
In the next month or two we’ll be undertaking a big project by concreting the Sedumony crossing. It will mean that Ebony 
will be closed for a period of about three weeks during that time. We will try and determine the least disruptive time to do 
this and ask for your patience and understanding while doing it. It will be to everyone’s advantage when it is complete.
 

 

 

UNITS FOR SALE 

Full Share B9 and B14 

Full or Half Share B36 
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Guest Contributions 

Old Coach Road “Koetspad” 

Wayne Mark Tomlinson 

 

The old coach road, as it was called, was commissioned to be built by the works department of the then “Zuid Afrikaansche 
Republiek” in 1890.  It was built when President Paul Kruger’s advisors convinced him that abundant gold was to be found 
in the Leydsdorp area and would act as an alternate route to the normal approach from Tzaneen and Polokwane side.  

The route was roughly in the same place as to where it is today and was used by native Eastern Sotho 
(Pedi/Mapulane/Macatees) people about a few hundred years prior to the first European descendant immigrants 
(Voortrekkers) who settled in Ohrigstad in the early 1840’s,  

The early settlers of Andries-Ohrigstad as it was called, under Andries Hendrik Potgieter and a Dutch merchant by the name 
of Gregorius Ohrig, set up farms and a capital town, along with a fort, to protect themselves and allow farming in the 
Ohrigstad valley to go ahead unhindered.  

In these early days, the farmers would descend into the Lowveld plains to hunt wild game, and the route of the old coach 
road was one of the paths regularly used.  Other paths used were along the Blyde River itself, Kowyns pass and the path 
known as the Giants Steps, which is directly to the right of the mountain fondly known as “Oom Paul se kop”, which lies on 
the Jonkmanspruit road.  At a certain time of day, usually early morning, the shadow cast on this portion of the mountain 
resembles a staircase.  

In 1864, the Natal Explorer St Vincent Erskine, would use this kloof to descend the mountain en-route to the mouth of the 
Limpopo/Olifants river in Mozambique. The coach road route was mentioned by him, though it was at that point still merely 
a foot path used very infrequently by hunters and native locals.   

Another very interesting character who may have used this specific route is Joao Albasini, an Italian who came to 
Mozambique in 1831.  He was born on board a Portuguese ship and settled permanently in Southern Africa, becoming a 
wealthy and respected chief of the Tsonga people, setting up trade routes between Maputo and the entire Lowveld region. 
Initially he traded exclusively with the native people of this region almost a decade before European immigrants began 
settling here.  He married the daughter of a voortrekker named Van Rensburg and later moved to Schoemansdal, 16 km 
from the present Louis Trichardt, and was considered a chief by the Tsonga people whom he ruled over.  The Albasini dam 
in the Kruger Park is named after him, and his grave memorialised by the Tsonga who still pay homage to him.   

Given that the Coach road was still just a rough foot path when it was commissioned to be built, a great deal of effort went 
into building it by the early road workers of the Transvaal’s Works Department.  It started at the top of the first downhill 
pass next to Ga-Moraba, descending into Tswenyane village and continuing along the flat plain until it reached the start of 
the second portion of the descent.  

The first portion descending from Ga-Moraba was relatively easy going, however the second pass, which is on the other 
side of the waterfall that one sees near the Strydom Tunnel, was specifically known as “gat se omhoog”, meaning literally 
“bottom end up” signifying the steepness of the pass. On the left as you descend towards the Olifants, is a mountain they 
called “Die duiwel se preekstoel” or the devils pulpit.  It was called that on account of the language used by all those 
traversing through the difficult pass. Interestingly, no coach ever passed through the route as it was too steep, and was only 



  

 

 

 

ever used by ox wagons, for hunting trips in the Lowveld and later for the farmers living in the Lowveld who needed to 
transport their produce to the Lydenburg district.  

 

 

Stories exist of a Land Rover that attempted to drive down the coach road in 1953; it made it to the bottom but was 
apparently never the same vehicle again.   

Ox wagons had tree logs chained to them to be dragged along behind so as to slow the brakeless vehicles down while 
descending.   

The coach road was used up until 1956 when the new asphalt road currently in use to get to Hoedspruit was built.  

The coach road was a dual carriageway separated by a stone island in between and stone edges along the sides. This road 
was then, as now very rocky, and it was a constant battle in clearing the route of rocks that had tumbled down from the 
mountains above.   

 

At the bottom of the pass is an old Baobab tree, with etchings of travellers past. All around the base of the tree are lots of 
holes dug by an old local who believed that the Kruger Millions had been buried there.  Purportedly President Kruger had 
his men deposit it there as the route was remote and little used.  He would have done this while leaving the Republic to go 
into exile in Holland via Maputo during the Second Anglo-Boer war (1899-1902).   

Further along you will come across the outspan area, which is clearly distinguishable as an open area demarcated by rocks.  
Here the oxen and wagons would be configured either for an ascent or descent.   



  

 

 

 

In the early days of the roads existence, an ingenious Mapulane gentleman had his residence near this outspan area.  He 
kept a herd of oxen which he would rent out to wagon teams realising their lack of oxen when trying to trudge up “gat se 
omhoog”.  It is said he made a pretty fortune out of their misfortune.   

The road then continued alongside the Olifants River to Manoutsa and crossing the Olifants on the farm called Dublin 
where the Drury family has farmed since the 1920’s. This trade route joined up with the Komatipoort route on to Maputo, 
then known as Delagoa Bay.  

 

 
 

  

 

 


