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Rain and Temperatures 
 

April has produced an above average rainfall that has pushed us 11% above the 
long term annual rainfall. It has made a difference to the grasses and we should 
easily have enough feed to get us through the winter. We received 70.8mm 
compared to the 30.5mm we averaged over the previous 5 years.  Overall we 
have had 457mm rain for the season. 

 

 

 

 

 

Temperatures for the month 
included a low of 15 degree Celsius 
and a high of 34 degrees Celsius. On 
average the days are 2.4 degrees 
cooler than in March. 

 

(Photo by Graham B2) 

Balule & Conservation News 

Joe’s Jabber   

 

May 

 2017 

 

 (Photo by Anne B36) 



  
 

2 
 

Sightings 

 

Sightings have increased quite dramatically this month and coincided with the higher occupancies experienced due to the 
number of holidays this month. 

Lion were seen on at least 15 different occasions this month. 

Leopard sightings have also very pleasingly increased and we had five different sightings. 

Some unusual sightings this month include porcupine, hyena, herd of plus 100 buffalo, ground hornbills and callings of 
buttonquail.  

Neighbour developments                                                                                           

All the conditions have been met and the necessary agreements have been signed, to include Maseke Nature Reserve 
(property on our western boundary) into Balule and the APNR (Association of Private Nature Reserves).   

This is probably the largest private and community (8000 ha) land integration in the Greater Kruger.  It expands the APNR to 
the important R40 road between Phalaborwa and Hoedspruit, increasing the area for animals and contributing to the 
welfare of the local Maseke community. 

Fences between Balule (Parsons, Grietjie and Olifants North) and Maseke will start coming down.  The Grietjie gate will 
move closer to the R40 and our own gate will be unmanned and become semi-automated (the gate will be opened by a 
push button system at the gate).   

We expect some teething problems so please bear with us. 

 

Research Activities                                                                                              

SEEDED AREAS UPDATE.  

It has been very pleasing to note 
the grass production in the ripped 
contour rows –both on the old 
airstrip and Sedumoni plains.  

We’ll continue to monitor the areas 
for increased grass production.   
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Poaching                          

Numerous incursions into Balule were thwarted during the month; we unfortunately lost one rhino to poachers. 

Guest Contributions                   

From time to time we have the pleasure of guest contributions from member “experts” on different topics, such as birds 
and trees, relating to ONGR, included into this newsletter. Please see a contribution on ordinary birds that we often see on 
the farm but have unique features about them on the last page.  

Thank you, Roy.  

If you would like to make a contribution or suggest a topic of interest - please make contact with Joe. 

 
Seasonal Activities

The impala rutting season is in full swing and can be rather noisy.                                                                  

Bernard and the road team have been busy filling in potholes and repairing road humps on River Loop and Rocky Horror.  

Cockle burr on the river banks is a continuous problem with re-infestation. We sprayed for the second time this season 
upstream of the causeway to keep some sort of control along our stretch of the river.  

 

(Photo by Graham B2) 

UNITS FOR SALE 

Full Share B9 and B14 

Full or Half Share B36 
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OFFICE & HOUSEKEEPING  
NEW

General

NEW E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

Please note that the existing e-mail addresses will be 
phased out over the next two months and that the 
following e-mail addresses can be used as of now. 

All service requests and queries (cleans, vehicle checks 
etc.) to be sent to Dalene on reservations@ongr.co.za. 
Please make use of the attached reservation forms which 
are also available on the website.  

Any queries on your general account should also to be 
sent to Dalene but to generaladmin@ongr.co.za.  

Queries on your levy account are to be sent to Reinette 
on finance@ongr.co.za  

Bernard will available on assistant@ongr.co.za 

Joe can be reached on warden@ongr.co.za 

Please send all photos for the website to 
webupload@ongr.co.za 

RADIO TIMES 

While the Use Agreement stipulates the times, 07h00 to 
19h00, that radios can reasonably be used it can be that 
an unusual or interesting sighting may have been called 
outside of those times. When this happens please bear in 
mind that staff are on radio watch for emergencies and 
will be working the following day. 

 

(Splash of colour) 

CLUBHOUSE 

Members are reminded that the new Clubhouse is used 
at your own risk. Parents are advised to ensure that 
children do not walk across the rim / overflow wall of the 
swimming pool at any time.   

Please ensure you leave tables and chairs as you would 
like to find them on your next visit. 

EBONY ROAD 

There is a public holiday on the 16th of June and we’ll therefore only start the concreting of the Sedumoni crossing in the 
first week of July.  It will mean that Ebony will be closed for a period of about three weeks during that time. There will be a 
fair amount of noise for which we apologise. We will also attempt as far as possible not to work over weekends. We ask for 
your patience and understanding while we are busy with this project. 
 

mailto:reservations@ongr.co.za
mailto:generaladmin@ongr.co.za
mailto:finance@ongr.co.za
mailto:assistant@ongr.co.za
mailto:warden@ongr.co.za
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Guest Contributions 

EXTRA-ordinary Birds 

Roy’s Twitter 

 

Of the roughly 10000 birds in the world only 3 percent of birds have a penis. 97 % have a cloaca (in ancient times cloaca 
meant a sewer) 

Of the 3 percent the ratite family (ostrich, emus and rheas) have a penis. The male ostrich inserts his penis into the female’s 
cloaca (a waste and reproductive orifice) and sperm is transferred that way. 

In most birds that have a cloaca which is a small lump, during the breeding season when hormones flow the cloaca swells 
and birds get a cloacal protuberance. 

When you next watch birds mating you will see it only lasts between one and three seconds. The cloacae' are pressed 
together in a cloacal kiss and sperm is then transferred from the male to the female. It’s not about quality it’s about 
quantity as they mate many times. 

Ducks have an explosive spiral penis which is quite extra-ordinary to watch as it spirals out of the bird’s body! 

So the next time you see an ostrich or a duck you are seeing something rare in the bird world. 

On the subject of penises, let us look at a bird we see on just about every game drive, the red billed buffalo weaver. 

The Red Billed Buffalo Weaver family is unique amongst birds as it has a phalloid organ, not quite a penis and not quite a 
cloaca either.In the male this phallus like structure is about 20 mm long, 8 mm at the base and tapers to about 3 mm at the 
tip. 

Scientists believe that this organ evolved in response to sperm competition. The phalloid organ is significantly longer in 
males that are resident in nests than in those in non - resident males. It is also significantly longer in males with a harem 
than in those without a harem of females. 

These weavers breed colonially and have either a cooperatively polygynadrous (two unrelated males and several females) 
or a polygynous (one male and several females) mating system. This system is also very rare in birds with only a couple of 
birds in the world breeding this way. 

This system provides females with the opportunity to copulate with more than one male and paternity analyses using DNA 
revealed that 63% of multiple- offspring broods, comprising 43 offspring in one test, had multiple sires. Sperm competition 
was therefore intense.  

Experiments with captive buffalo weavers reveal that the phalloid organ was not intomittent during copulation, but 
functioned as a stimulatory organ which necessitated protracted copulation in order to induce male orgasm and 
ejaculation. A feature unique to the species. 

In the next article I will chat some more on birds that we see every day that have something special about them. 

Happy birding!!                                      Roy and Debbie Sarkin
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