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Rain and Temperatures 
 

The rainfall season has ended well, being 14% above the long term average and 
sitting on 467.4mm for the season. This month’s rainfall was 0.0mm which is 
normal for the month of June. 

 

 

 

 

Temperatures for the month 
included a low of 10 degree Celsius 
and a high of 28 degrees Celsius. On 
average the days are about 2 
degrees cooler than in May. We are 
expecting the temperatures to start 
rising again now that we are past 
the winter solstice.  
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Sightings 

 

Lions were observed at various places and with the fences being dropped, new lionesses moving in and the existing 6 young 
males about to start looking for their own territories it would appear that the dynamics are about to change.  
Leopard on Hyena Drive and Panzi Link roads. 
Two honey badgers on Secret Valley and peregrine falcon/s at Wildebeest dam, White Cliffs and Floodplains were unusual 
sightings during the month. 
 
Queleas have started flocking in ever increasing numbers since the beginning of the month and can be seen in their 
hundreds moving across the veld in waves.  It’s well worth watching them early morning when they come in to drink water 
at a dam. The noise and constant movement for anything up to 10 minutes at a time is spectacular. 

 
    

  
 
(Quelea droppings – white like snow on the ground at Wildebeest dam) 

 



  

 

 

 

Neighbour developments                                                                                           

The roads department has started 
upgrading the R40 (Hoedspruit- 
Phalaborwa) tar road. A Stop/Go is 
in place where you turn left onto 
the R40 coming from Gravelotte 
side and you can expect a 5 to 10 
min delay there.
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Poaching                          

No rhino were poached on Balule over the month. Unfortunately the incursions are on the increase though and Balule will 
need to find more innovative ways of keeping this scourge at bay. 
 

Guest Contributions  
                  
From time to time we have the pleasure of guest contributions from member “experts” on different topics, such as birds 
and trees, relating to ONGR, included into this newsletter. None this time around but f you would like to make a 
contribution or suggest a topic of interest - please make contact with Joe. 

 
Seasonal Activities
Roads 

Ongoing general road maintenance has occurred in the month – tyres dragged, branches cut and a few trees moved off the 
road after having been pushed over by elephants.

(Photo by Graham B2) 

UNITS FOR SALE 

Full Share B9 and B14 
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OFFICE & HOUSEKEEPING  
NEW

General

Refuse area. 
We encourage members to separate glass and 
tins from normal refuse as we take these for 
recycling in Phalaborwa. Please note that the 
dustbins on the outside of the refuse area are for 
ash only. 

 
Spotlights 
Where roads are situated close to houses please 
refrain from using your spotlights when out on a 
night drive. The two areas in particular where 
notices have also been erected are the Sedumoni 
crossing on Ebony road and Driftwood road. 

 
Website photos 
Thank you to all the members for sending photos. 
It certainly makes those members that have not 
been on the reserve recently very envious. Please 
keep sending photos for the website to 
webupload@ongr.co.za 
 

 

(Photo by Kelly B12) 

 

(Splash of colour) 

CLUBHOUSE 

Members are reminded that the new Clubhouse is used 
at your own risk. Parents are advised to ensure that 
children do not walk across the rim / overflow wall of the 
swimming pool at any time.   

Please ensure you leave tables and chairs as you would 
like to find them on your next visit

mailto:webupload@ongr.co.za
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Research activities 

Evaluating the Impact of Internal Infrastructure on Balule Nature Reserve’s Quantity of Wild Land and Carrying Capacity 

By Carly Rizzuto 

                                                                         

Introduction 

The infrastructure of Balule Nature Reserve comprising of buildings, roads, power lines, railways, and airstrips impacts on 
the ecology. By determining the space occupied by these infrastructures using mapping software, BNR will better 
understand the forces on the reserve’s ecosystems and therefore the carrying capacity of the different areas within Balule 
and Balule as a whole.   

 

 

Some interesting data that came out of the exercise- 

1) Balule has 1 building per 54,7ha  

2) The largest impact on vegetation is roads followed by power lines. 

3)  The impact of Olifants North’s infrastructure on the ecology is one of the lowest in Balule.  

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

All of these disturbed areas result in less overall vegetation which in turn means fewer animals can be sustained on a per 
hectare basis. 

 

Conclusion  

Balule has lost a total of 976.98 hectares to infrastructure.  

The potential for further development on vacant farms in the north will increase the ratio of lost 
land to region size; however, the obvious causal factor that can be managed is the roads networks.  

It is therefore recommended that regional constitutions be restrictive in the footprint of 
developments. In other words, a maximum foot-print per property should be encouraged and even 
roads closed to allow them to be reclaimed by the natural vegetation.  

Lastly, Balule executive committee should continue to object and resist the increase in bulk 
services that cross the Balule Nature Reserve (such as power lines and railway infrastructure).  

 

 
 

  

 



  

 

 

 

 

 


