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Rain and Temperatures 
 

 Rain and temperatures 

It is the start of the rainfall season and while this month’s rainfall was 0.0mm it 
is fairly normal as 8 of the last 16 years has also been 0.0mm.  

It appears that El Nino and La Nina are in neutral phases so we can expect 
normal rainfall, for the start of the rainy season anyway. 

 

 

 

 

Temperatures for the month 
included a low of 10 degree Celsius 
and a high of 29 degrees Celsius. 
Where we had been expecting the 
temperatures to start rising again it 
turned out that on average the 
days are about 2 degrees cooler 
than in June. 
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Sightings 

 

Sightings of lions have been rather good (twelve different sightings) and included members of the pride on kills. 

Leopard sightings are also on the increase – seen at the causeway, Rocky Horror and one of the river loops. 

Hyenas have also made a welcome return. I’m sure they had not moved away but have simply made themselves a bit more 
visible. 

Ground hornbills, peregrine falcons and mocking cliff chats are some of the more scare birds that were noted this month. 

Neighbour developments                                                                                           

The entire fence between Olifants North and Maseke Game Reserve to the west has been removed. The larger straining 
posts have been left in place for now but the boundary will be demarcated by leadwood stumps where our roads intersect 
the boundary road. Maseke have put chains across the roads that come from their side to prevent inadvertent trespassing.  

 

Poaching                                                                                             

It’s been a very morbid and disheartening month where Balule lost four rhino in the space of 3 days. With the first incident 
it appears as if the poachers were disturbed and were unable to recover the horns from the two rhinos they had shot and 
came back two days later to get a further two.                  



  

 

 

 

Infrastructure developments                                                                                              

ROADS  

After having made a good start with 
concreting the southern bank of the 
Sedumoni crossing on Ebony we hit 
a snag on the actual river section. 
The river bed was a lot deeper in 
places than expected.  

We are fortunate that we could call 
on the expert advice of Lyle Thole 
and are making progress once 
again. We expect to be complete by 
the middle of the month and the 
road will then become usable in the 
last week of the month.  
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UNITS FOR SALE 

Full Share B9 and B14 
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OFFICE & HOUSEKEEPING  
NEW

General

Game viewing vehicles. 

The rules regarding the number of persons on a game 
drive vehicle has been relaxed. Up to 10 people are 
allowed on a vehicle if your vehicle has enough seating 
and is applicable for both North and South.  The 
owner/user still needs to be present on the vehicle. 

PHOTOS 

Please send all photos for the website to 
webuploads@ongr.co.za 

CLUBHOUSE 

Members are reminded that the new Clubhouse is used 
at your own risk. Parents are advised to ensure that 
children do not walk across the rim / overflow wall of the 
swimming pool at any time.   

Please ensure you leave tables and chairs as you would 
like to find them on your next visit.

Country Life Magazine 

Please be on the lookout for an article on the Black Mambas in the Country Life magazine next month by Liz McKenzie. 

Flood Plain Road 

Members are reminded about the arrangements relevant to Flood Pain Road. Please ensure that fellow users in your unit 
are also made aware of this. The road closest to the river is a Day road while the one away from the river is a DAY/NIGHT 
road. Please don’t stop along the DAY road other than for watching game.  

BINOS 

Through one of our members we are able to source Swarovski binoculars at very good prices (Delivery in South Africa 
included). If you are interested please contact Joe at warden@ongr.co.za. 

CL825   SWAROVSKI  CL 8X25 POCKET   R10,000 (Black, Green or Tan) 

CL1025   SWAROVSKI  CL 10X25 POCKET   R10,600 (Black, Green or Tan) 

CL830   SWAROVSKI  CL 8X30 COMPANION   R15,400 (Black, Green or Tan) 

CL1030   SWAROVSKI  CL 10X30 COMPANION   R15,850 (Black, Green or Tan) 

SLC842   SWAROVSKI  SLC 8X42    R24,100  

SLC1042  SWAROVSKI  SLC 10X42    R25,100 

EL8542   SWAROVSKI  EL 8,5X42    R34,800 

EL1042SV  SWAROVSKI  EL 10X42    R36,200  
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Out-reach Programme of Interest 

 

 
 
The Kids in Parks Program provides a unique opportunity 
for learners and their educators to visit a national park and 
learn a lot about natural and cultural heritage. The 
program exposes the importance of a national park to 
learners from nearby schools – and mostly from 
disadvantaged backgrounds. The children learn to identify, 
name and describe the fauna and flora. They learn about 
biodiversity and how to sustain it.  
 
Special activities make learners aware of the importance of 
water conservation, a critical area in the country. The 
overnight camp is also an ideal opportunity to make young 
people aware of careers in conservation. The kids are 
housed in dorms. They are provided with three meals a 
day and educational material. The program is a 
partnership between SANParks, Pick n Pay and the 
departments of Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEAT) 
and Education (DoE).  
 
After the 2003 legislation that phases out plastic shopping 
bags, Pick ‘n Pay introduced green bags into the market, 
R1 from every R5 bag has gone to a special environmental 
fund, which now provides the financial backbone for Kids 
in Parks.  
 
The Kids in Parks initiative is being phased in over a period 
of three years. Each year five different parks will welcome  

 
 
 
ten groups of 50 learners and 2 teachers. This means that 
eventually a total of 7 500 learners, 300 educators from 
150 primary schools will have visited 15 parks. 3 of the 
schools selected are in the Phalaborwa area and are part 
of the Bush Babes (Black Mambas) initiative undertaken 
with the blessing of Balule.  
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