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Rain and Temperatures 
 

It’s early days for the season but we had a very welcome 16mm of rain on the 
28th of August. There were heavier downpours in different parts across the 
reserve, as some areas recorded 22mm while others only had 4mm.  

It appears that El Nino and La Nina are still in fairly neutral phases but that we 
can expect slightly below average amount of rain over the next three months.  

 

 

 

 

 

Average night time temperatures 
are on the rise even though we 
recorded a low of 10 degree 
Celsius. The hottest temperature 
through the month was 31 degrees 
Celsius.  

. 

 
 
(Photo by Uli A9) 
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Sightings 

 

Predator sightings have been fantastic this month. Twenty three sightings of lions (there seems to be a lot of movement 
from different groups in and out of the area), thirteen sightings of leopard and at least seven sightings of hyena (most of 
these at the den on Sable Loop)  
 
Some of the rarer sightings included the peregrine falcon, honey badgers, caracal and the klipspringers at The Pools. 
 

Guest Contributions 

From time to time we have the pleasure of guest contributions from member “experts” on different topics, such as birds 
and trees, relating to ONGR, included into this newsletter. Please see a contribution on the potato bush.  

Thank you, Teich.  

If you would like to make a contribution or suggest a topic of interest - please make contact with Joe. 

 

Neighbour developments                                                                                           

With the fence down between 
Olifants North and Maseke we 
took the opportunity to walk 
the area using powerful 
magnets. The amount of small 
pieces of wire we recovered 
was quite staggering (54 
kilograms all together), not all 
of which would have 
necessarily been from the 
recent removal but could none 
the less have killed animals if 
ingested.  

 

Poaching                                                                                             

Balule had four incursions over the month but we are very grateful to report that no rhinos were lost this month. An 
underlying reason is that some of the rhinos have moved to other areas and are therefore a lot more difficult for the 
poachers to locate. 



  

 

 

 

                 

Infrastructure developments                                                                                              

ROADS  

The Sedumoni crossing at 
Ebony has been completed, 
other than for the spacing 
between the concrete slabs 
that still needs filling, it is fully 
operational. 

We managed to scrape the 
main access road from the gate 
to the offices after the rain and 
this is looking quite good at the 
moment. 

  

(Photo by Rene A4) 

 

UNITS FOR SALE 

Full Share B9 and B14 

1/3 Share A3 
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OFFICE & HOUSEKEEPING  
NEW

General

GAMEVIEW VEHICLES – OFF ROADING. 

It’s upsetting to see where game viewing vehicles have 
deliberately gone long ways off the road at the Old 
Airstrip. People don’t always realise how much damage 
they are causing – not only through compaction of the 
ground preventing rain from soaking into the ground and 
causing erosion but also possible riding over nesting 
birds.    

(Photo taken 2weeks after) 

 

PHOTOS 

Please send all photos for the website to 
webuploads@ongr.co.za 

CLUBHOUSE 

Members are reminded that the new Clubhouse is used 
at your own risk. Parents are advised to ensure that 
children do not walk across the rim / overflow wall of the 
swimming pool at any time.   

Please ensure you leave tables and chairs as you would 
like to find them on your next visit.  

BRAAI FIRES 

August and September can be very windy months and 
fires are high risk – even in the greenest of conditions. 
Please ensure that all braai fires are fully extinguished 
before going to bed or out at night.

CLEANING OF THATCH ROOFS 

Olifants North offers an annual service of cleaning thatch roofs before the rainy season. This is especially important where 
houses are under trees and have valleys. If the leaves are not removed it promotes the rotting of the grass underneath. The 
cost will vary from R250 to R750 depending on the size of the house and amount of leaves. Please let the office know if we 
can do your unit.  

BINOS 

Through one of our members we are able to source Swarovski binoculars at very good prices (Delivery in South Africa 
included). If you are interested please contact Joe at warden@ongr.co.za. 

CL825  SWAROVSKI  CL 8X25 POCKET R10,000 (Black, Green or Tan) 

CL1025   SWAROVSKI  CL 10X25 POCKET R10,600 (Black, Green or Tan) 

CL830  SWAROVSKI  CL 8X30 COMPANION R15,400 (Black, Green or Tan) 

CL1030  SWAROVSKI  CL 10X30 COMPANION R15,850 (Black, Green or Tan) 

SLC842  SWAROVSKI  SLC 8X42   R24,100  

SLC1042  SWAROVSKI  SLC 10X42   R25,100 

EL8542  SWAROVSKI  EL 8,5X42   R34,800 

EL1042SV  SWAROVSKI  EL 10X42   R36,200  
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Potato Bush   
(Phyllanthus retiulatus) 

Teich Teichman 
 

The distinctive smell early evening along gullies and riverbanks always gives me the reassuring feeling I am in Africa in the 
bush at Olifants. I often wanted to know what this mysterious plant looked like. Often the smell is stronger some distance 
away from the plant which makes it very confusing trying to identify the plant. 

 

 
 
The potato bush grows in the form of a shrub but sometimes scrambling, creeper like, one to four meters high. The leaves 
alternating on slender branches are oblong and are two to two and a half cm long. Flowers are greenish yellow and 
responsible for the sent opening early evening.  
 

 
Fruit are berry like green and turn red to black in color when ripe. 



  

 

 

 

 

 
 
Medicinal use of leaves include application to sores, burns and are applied over the body of a malaria patient. The root is 
used in the treatment of hook worm and is also used as a male aphrodisiac (Maybe this root could be exported to the east 
saving our rhino.) Twigs are used as chew-sticks and toothbrushes.                                                                                 
 
Researched on the Internet.                                   
 


