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Rain and Temperatures 
 

The reserve recorded 51.2mm rain for the month of October. Total for the 
season is 67.25mm 

 

A weak La Niña state is forecast throughout the summer period and therefore a 
slightly above-normal rainfall is expected over the summer rainfall areas. Lower  

 

 

 

temperatures on average are also 
expected. This is due to the higher 
than normal number of rainfall days 
expected over the summer rainfall 
areas.  

The average minimum 
temperatures over October have 
increased by 3 degrees to 18.9 
degrees Celsius with a low of 14 
degrees. The average maximum 
daytime temperatures have risen to 
30 degrees Celsius with a high of 39 
degrees 
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Sightings 

 
Predator sightings continue to be good. Hyena sightings are fairly regular especially if you are willing to wait and be quite at 
the den on Secret Valley. 
 
Leopard sightings are on the increase and not necessarily the same individuals. The different areas they were seen were on 
Panzi, Sable Loop, Ebony, Rhino Boma, Speakers Corner and Candelabra.   
 
Some of the more uncommon species seen this month included porcupine, green sand pipers, painted snipe, spoonbills and 
African wild cat. 
 

Guest Contributions 

From time to time we have the pleasure of guest contributions from member “experts” on different topics, such as birds 
and trees, relating to ONGR, included into this newsletter. Please see a contribution from Graham Benfield on the last page.  

Thank you, Graham.  

If you would like to make a contribution or suggest a topic of interest - please make contact with Joe. 
 

Neighbour developments                                                                                           

Grietjie gate  
The entrance procedure for Olifants North must now be completed at the gate to Grietjie. Members are reminded that if 
you do not have an ONGR sticker on your vehicle, you (like your  guests) need to present an exit permit to the guard at the 
Grietjie gate when leaving. The exit permit is obtainable from the ONGR office. 

Poaching                                                                                             

The number of incursions is down from last month unfortunately Balule lost two rhinos to poaching right at the end of the 
month.                 

Infrastructure developments                                                                                              

ROADS  

Additional gabions have been 
constructed on the road to the 
causeway near the old airstrip 

A good rain shower mid-month 
allowed us to scrape the main 
road and then drag some tyres 
to keep the main roads in 
reasonable condition. 

  

 



  

 

 

 

WATERHOLES 

Six weeks ago members 
reported Kudu Pan having a 
large amount of algae in it. We 
had the water tested and 
confirmed that this type of 
algae when present in large 
amounts can be toxic to wild 
life.  We’ve tried treating the 
dam with normal pool 
chemicals that initially looked 
like it may clear the water.   

Since Balule recently lost a 
white rhino cow linked to a dam 
with a high level of blue green 
algae toxicity we have decided 
to drain Kudu pan and let it dry 

out for the next month, rather than risk the life of more game. 

 

Blue green algae is naturally occurring within the environment and while most 
blue-green blooms are non- toxic, some can produce nerve and liver toxins which 
can pose a severe threat to wildlife. Environmental factors such as temperature, pH 
and organic nutrients also play a roll.  

 

UNITS FOR SALE  

Full Share - 

B9 and B14 

 

  (Photo by Dan B33)

 

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW THE RESERVE?

The photo below was taken by Graham somewhere on the reserve, do you know where? Answer and full photo in the next 
Jabber.
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OFFICE & HOUSEKEEPING  
NEWS

General

MALARIA 

Olifants North has not had any 
cases of malaria recently but areas 
within Balule and the surrounding 
towns have had increased numbers 
over the past two months. The 
majority of houses on ONGR are 
sprayed regularly every three 
months and this seems to have 
controlled the mosquitos to a large 
degree. 

If you have any concerns it is 
advisable to use personal 
protection. This includes limiting  

 

out-door exposure between dusk and dawn; covering skin with appropriate 
clothing; applying DEET-containing repellents like Tabard and Peaceful Sleep to 
exposed skin. Or go one step further and take prophylactic medication. 

(Photo by Tamara A8)

CLUBHOUSE 

Members are reminded that the new Clubhouse is used at your own risk. Parents are advised to ensure that children do not 
walk across the rim / overflow wall of the swimming pool at any time.   

Please ensure you leave tables and chairs as you would like to find them on your next visit.  

ROAD SIGNS 

The replacement of signs has been completed other than where stone structures need to be replaced or new once built.  

STAFF NEWS

Congratulations to James from our 
APU for having passed the Sign and 
Track III evaluation on the first go.  
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HOODED VULTURES  

Graham Benfield 

 

The tall imposing Jackalberry tree between B2 and B3 has over the last 5 years becomes a hot property and as desirable as a 

Bantry Bay apartment. Prior to 2013 a pair of Wahlberg Eagles had always nested in an equally desirable Jackalberry 

between B4 and the Sedumoni Crossing but the elephants ring-barked the tree in 2012/13 and the fussy Wahlbergs quickly 

looked for a more suitable home. Fortunately for them the Lower Sedumoni had plenty of alternative upmarket sites and 

very quickly they made a new nest in the crown of the B2/B3 Jackalberry. As is their wont, the Wahlbergs left their new 

home at the end of the summer in early 2014 to go touring in Africa; a decision they came to regret when they returned in 

October of that year. Seizing on the vacant tree in mid-year a pair of Hooded Vultures made a nest high in the tree and 

close to the main trunk. Whatever motivated their move from the riverine of the Olifants to the sandy Sedumoni we can 

only surmise, although us Northerners can readily understand. Soon the nest had an egg and then a chick and the vultures 

diligently carried on with their chick rearing despite the comings and goings of the inhabitants of B2 and B3. 

 

In October, the Wahlbergs returned with much calling and display and took up residence again in their nest which was 

above but close to the Vulture’s nest. The vultures would have nothing of this and became the neighbourhood “hoods” 

harassing the eagles repeatedly and within 2 days the Wahlbergs were again nest hunting having been driven off without so 

much as an apology. That year, 2014, the Wahlbergs nested in the Weeping Boerbean at the B4 Sedumoni Crossing but for 

2015 and 2016 we did not see where they had decided to make home. In the early part of 2015 the first vulture chick 

successfully fledged amid much relief for the anxious “surrogate parents” residing in B2 and B3. 

 



  

 

 

 

During 2015 and 2016 the vultures raised another 2 chicks with the nest site rapidly gaining the reputation of being the best 

maternity site around. (Fortunately the same could not be said of the sites B2 and B3 on ground level.) 2015 was, however, 

not without its drama as the “chick” fell out of the nest one morning and spent the day under the bushes between B2 and 

B3.  By late afternoon, the chick was nowhere to be seen and Joe’s help was called in as it was unlikely that the chick would 

survive the night on the ground with the resident Genets and Civets around.  Joe arrived with several helpers and we did a 

grid search of the whole area around B2 and as far as B4. After almost an hour of searching we had to admit defeat and 

moved back to B2. Glancing up to the roof of B2, I was relieved to see the young vulture sitting serenely on the cement 

capping and watching us with a look of self-satisfaction. Somehow, in the course of the day the youngster had learnt to fly! 

As the sun set it was great to see the vulture family all back on the nest. Over the next week we watched the young vulture 

venture back and forth from the nest as the various trees close by were explored. In contrast, in 2016/17 the chick fledged 

in copy-book style and spent many days flying around and then returning to the nest. 

 

True to form the vultures were at it again this year and by the time of our visit in August there was another chick in the 

high-rise apartment.  

 

Our next visit in mid-October coincided with the visit of Vulpro who excitingly had decided to ring and tag the B2 chick. So, 

on 12 October Kerri Wolter and her team made the B2 chick a V.I.V. (very important vulture) with a yellow tag on each wing 

numbered X014. This operation took over 2 hours with much rope climbing to reach the nest 40 meters up in the tree. 

Putting the ring on simply required a firm grip and a pliers but the tags needed a delicate touch with great accuracy to 

position the tag pin in the correct spot on the wing elbow. Once both tags were fitted the bird was placed in a canvas bag 

and hoisted up to the nest. During the whole procedure, the chick hardly struggled and just lay quietly and stoically.  

 

In the months ahead please keep a look out for this vulture and report any sightings to Joe. During Dec/Jan we will of 

course monitor “our” vulture carefully and with great anticipation for a successful fledging. If this happens, this will be the 

fourth chick in four successive years that has successfully fledged from this nest. It is impressive that this pair is completely 



  

 

 

 

relaxed with our presence at B2 and totally unconcerned with our activities around their tree. It is also hoped that the 

Wahlbergs are equally impressed.  

 

 

 

Talking of the Wahlbergs, it is interesting to note that they have returned to the original nest at B4. Despite the fact that the 

Jackalberry is a shadow of its former glory, dead and dry with no leaves, and with the nest totally exposed, the eagles 

looked well settled when I left on 21 October 2017. It appears that even for the Wahlbergs, location, location is everything. 

Perhaps they prefer the new owners or, maybe, they also like the green lights at B4. Whatever, we look forward to a new 

Wahlberg in the New Year.  

 

In 2018 keep on the lookout for Hooded Vulture X014!! 


