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Rain and Temperatures 
Olifants North recorded 0.0mm for the month of July. 
This also happens to be the start of the new rainfall 
season. We are hoping for an average rainfall season 
even though there is a likelihood of an El Nino developing 
of which the intensity is rather uncertain at this stage. 

 
 

The average minimum temperature during July increased 
to 12.4 degrees with a low of 10 degrees. The average 
maximum daytime temperature fell to 24.3 degrees. We 
recorded a high of 31 degrees. 

 
 
 

                                                              
 
 
P

The knobthorns are in flower and while making for some pleasant changes from the normal drab winter colours it is an 
indication that summer is on the way.
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Sightings 

 

As the private and government schools holidays ended we had an influx of varsity students accompanied by very 
responsible parents. This helped push up the number of sightings. 
 
Lions were noted on about 5 different occasions not counting multiple sightings of mating lions on the River Road. 
There were 5 reported sightings of leopard which included a female and youngsters on Instant Alley. 
Slightly unusual birds recorded in this time were osprey, trumpeter hornbills, saddle billed storks, verreaux eagle owl and 
ground hornbills.  
 
The sable bull is still around, while an african wild cat and hyenas were also recorded.  
 
 

 (Photo by John B35) 

Poaching                          

Balule sadly lost one rhino this month to poaching; more unfortunate was that it was a young cow. We are also aware of 
two incursions which means for now the poachers have easier pickings somewhere else.  
 
We regrettably lost another rhino to natural causes through fighting. This can happen when the dominant bull is not shown 
the proper subservience by a younger bull. They are obviously does not helping themselves.  
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Guest Contributions  
                  
From time to time we have the pleasure of guest contributions from members relating to ONGR included into this 
newsletter. Please see a contribution on trees by Lizet Grobbelaar with photos by Danelle Kunzmann on the last page. 
Thank you Lizet and Danelle.  

If you would like to make a contribution or suggest a topic of interest - please make contact with Joe. 

 
Infrastructure developments
Roads 

This month we concreted approximately 120m of the steep section of Ebony Road leading down to B4/B3/B2 turn off when 
coming from the office. There will be long term benefits which include reduced erosion, maintenance, dust and noise. The 
remaining work requires filling in the spaces between the slabs. The mixture for this has been ordered and will need about 
another week’s work, which we will be able to accomplish without closing the road. 

  

We will be upgrading the road along the Grietjie cutline over the next month or two. This may mean from time to time that 
the road will be blocked between two intersections. We apologize for any inconvenience during this time. 

Dams 
Kudu, Ndlovu, Wildebeest and Pebble Loop dams all have water in them. Kudu dam is being well utilised by elephant herds. 
 

UNITS FOR SALE 

Full Share B9 and B14 
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OFFICE & HOUSEKEEPING  
NEW

General

SPOT LIGHTS 
Where roads are situated close to houses please 
refrain from using your spotlights when out on a night 
drive. The two areas in particular where notices have 
also been erected are the Sedumoni crossing on Ebony 
road and Driftwood road. 
 
AGM 
A second round of communication about the 
upcoming AGM was sent to owners. As a further 
reminder the meeting will be held at Bryanston  
Country Club on the 15th of August at 19h00; however, 
the informal meeting will start at 18h00. (Note this is a  
different venue to previous years!) 
  

 
Website photos 
Thank you to all the members for e-mailing photos for 
the website. You can send the photos to either 
webuploads@ongr.co.za or webupload@ongr.co.za 

 

 

(Photo by John B35)  

 

 

 

 

(Photo by Jock B32) 

(Photo by Tamara A8) 

CLUBHOUSE 

Members are reminded that the new Clubhouse is used at 
your own risk. Parents are advised to ensure that children 
do not walk across the rim / overflow wall of the 
swimming pool at any time.   

Please ensure you leave tables and chairs as you would 
like to find them on your next visit

mailto:webuploads@ongr.co.za
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Member contribution 

Tree mania in camp 
Lizet Grobbelaar 

 
During this past winter holidays I decided to give our kids (the Grobbelaar's B38 and Kunzmann’s A9) a little challenge, to 
keep them busy but more importantly to show them how much they’ve learnt over the past few years since we have 
become owners at ONGR. 
 
Divided into 2 teams - David Kunzmann and school friend Xander (age 10),  and team 2: Nadia Grobbelaar, Heinz Kunzmann 
and Lisa Grobbelaar (ages 11, 8 and 7) set off on their quest to find as many tree or plant species in Olifants North camp as 
they could find and identify correctly. The rules were simple; bring a sample and name the species correctly…English, 
Afrikaans or even the Botanical name was in order. 
 

 
Photo1. Xander & David             Photo2. Nadia, Lisa & Heinz 

 
 

As owners since June 2015, Johann and I (B38) started to teach the girls the tree names from day one! Uli and Danelle (A9) 
had the same idea. It was soon clear that they were surprisingly perceptive at this early age and they seemed to learn new 
species effortlessly. During every visit Johann would introduce a new scientific name to a species of which they already 
knew the common name. During game drives we would ask them to identify the species we come across and this helped 
them to see different stages of a species during different seasons as well. Over the past 2 weeks in July for instance they got 
to grips with Grewia bicolor / Witrosyntjie / Brandy bush and Boscia albitrunca / Witgatboom / Shepherd’s tree. 
 
The afternoon in camp kept them busy for hours and the results? Astonishing!  
 
Altogether they collected 33 different samples of species around camp, ending side by side with 25/26 for each team. 
 
Among the bigger trees they got the well-known Knob - Thorn Acacia, Tambotie, Marula, Fever tree and Sausage tree.  
Then a few of the more difficult ones like the Toad tree, Snuff box, Wild Olive and Baobab which were probably all 
introduced in camp. 



  

 

 

 

For the more experienced, they collected the Star Chestnut, Shaving-brush Combretum, Lowveld Milkberry and Wooly 
Caper bush.  
A few flowering bushes like the Impala lily and Cape Honey Suckle made it easy and no job is done until Lisa (7) has found 
her favourite Ziziphus mucronata or as I know it - the Buffalo-thorn! I know that they did miss a few, the Maerua at the gate 
comes to mind..if you don’t know it you have some homework to do! 
 
All in all it was a lovely and memorable afternoon of exploration and excitement!  
Now to get them into birding is another challenge… 
 

 
       Photo3. Collected samples                                   Photo4. Judging time 

 
A full species list follows: 
 
1.   Kremetart    - Baobab    - Adansonia digitata 
2.   Impala lelie   - Impala lily   - Adenium obesum 
3.   Worsboom   - Sausage tree    - Kigali africana 
4.   Paddaboom   - Warty Toad tree  - Tabernaemontana elegans 
5.   Grootblaarrotsvy  - Large-leaved rock fig  - Ficus soldanella    
6.   Groendoring   - Torchwood   - Balanites maughamii 
7.   Skuifkalbassie  - Snuff box   - Oncoba spinosa 
8.   Knoppies klimop  - Shaving-bush Combretum - Combretum mossambicense 
9.   Wollerige kapperbos - Wooly Caper bush  - Capparis tomentosa 
10. Koorsboom   - Fever tree   - Acacia Zanthophloea 
11. Fluweel Kanniedood  - Velvet commiphora  - Commiphora mollis   
12.Tambotie   - Tamboti   - Spirostachys africana 
13. Maroela   - Marula   - Sclerocarya birrea 
14. Huilboerboon  - Weeping Boer-bean  - Schotia brachypetala 
15. Sekelbos   - Sickle bush   - Dichrostachys cinerea 
16. Rooipendoring  - Red Spikethorn  - Gymnosporia senegalensis 
17. Huilboom   - Weeping wattle  - Peltophorum africanum 
18. Knoppiesdoring  - Knob thorn   - Acacia nigrescens 
19. Appelblaar   - Apple-leaf   - Lonchocarpus capassa 
20. Sterkbos   - Purple-pod terminalia  - Terminalia prunioides 



  

 

 

 

21. Sterkastaiing  - Star-chestnut   - Sterculia rogersii 
22. Witrosyntjie   - Brandy Bush    - Grewia bicolor 
23. Kaapse kamperfoelie - Cape honeysuckle  - Tecomaria capensis 
24. Laeveldmelkbessie  - Lowveld Milkberry  - Manilkara mochisia 
25. Blinkblaar wag-’n-bietjie - Buffalo-thorn   - Ziziphus mucronata 
26. Noorsdoring  - Bushveld candelabra  - Euphorbia cooperi 
27. Rooiboswilg   - Red Bushwillow  - Combretum apiculatum 
28. Apiesdoring   - Monkey thorn   - Acacia galpinii 
29. Aartappelbos  - Potato bush   - Phylianthus reticulatus 
30. Witgat   - Shepherd’s tree  - Bosnia albitrunca 
31. Vlam van die vlakte  - Pride-of-De Kaap  - Bauhinia galpinii 
32. Olienhout   - Wild olive   - Olea auropaea 
33. Lalapalm   - Ilala Palm   - Hyphen natalensis 
 
 
Sources and further reading:  
Trees and shrubs of Mpumalanga & Kruger National Park by Ernst Schmidt/Mervyn Lotter/Warren McCleland 
Trees of Southern Africa by Keith Coates Palgrave 

 


