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Temperatures have been high for most of the month but interspersed with days cool 
enough to warrant long pants and even a jersey. It’s been unusual weather for November. 

 
RAIN 
During the month ONGR had small amounts of rain falling at fairly regular intervals. This has 
been good for grass production but has not done anything for the dams. 
We have also been fortunate that there has been no hail on the reserve. Hoedspruit had a 
lot of damage to houses, vehicles and vegetation. A number of trees have been blown over 
by strong winds and while everyone would like to blame the elephant – this time they may 
be less guilty. 
For the month we had 55mm of rain spread out over 7 rain days. Over the past five years 
we’ve averaged 55mm for the month of November. Overall we are 25% below the average 
for the past 5 seasons. 

 
GAME SIGHTINGS 
Lion sightings have been good throughout the month. We have unfortunately lost one of 
the wildebeest to lions this month. 
The big herd of buffalo have made their appearance again after having been away for at 
least six weeks. 
The first of the impala lambs were seen on the 17th. This is a few days later than what was 
recorded last year. There has been very few lamb sightings reported although towards the 
end of November this had improved. 

 
FOR THE BIRDERS 
One Eurasian hobby has been sighted and a definite calling of the grey headed kingfisher 
towards the flood plains near Catch 22 has been heard. 

 
UNIVITED GUEST 
A small African rock python was observed at my house a few days ago. I was able to capture 
and release it on Dead Lead Drive. They are a protected species and hopefully this one will 
have a long fruitful life somewhere in the bush. 

 

 



SPLASH OF COLOR 
Dichrostachys (Sickle bush) Grewia (Raisin bush) 

 

 

 
 

CAPITAL LEVY PROJECTS- UPDATE 
REFUSE AREA 
The second lathe fence on the western side of the diesel tank has been finished and gates 
have been installed on the refuse building. 

 
CONVERTING CLUBHOUSE TO OFFICE 
Gotiea has been making good progress with the renovations. 

 

 

The ablution building has a new thatch roof and the interior is being renovated. The old 
windows have been removed in preparation for new aluminium ones. 



NDLOVU DAM. 
Water is being pumped daily into the dam and the pool of water is slowly getting bigger. We 
however need a heavy downpour of rain for there to be a significant rise in the water level. 

 
WORKSHOP 
Concrete slabs have been thrown underneath the carports and wire mesh cages for storage 
inside the workshop have been completed. 

 
We started a clearing out and general tidying up process on the inside and outside of 
the workshop. This will take some time as some of the staff will be taking days off over 
Christmas while others will be off over New Year. 

 
NEW CLUBHOUSE 
During November LEDET, a government department which must approve new 
developments/improvements in sensitive areas especially alongside the Olifants River, gave 
us a site visit. The good news is that because of the relatively small impact on the 
surrounding area where the new clubhouse will be, they have given as the go-ahead without 
us having to go through an expensive and time consuming environmental impact 
assessment. 
Two contractors are in the running for the award of the building contract and the plan is to 
start with the project in earnest towards the middle of January. 

 
In the meantime we’ll put in a road and start preparing the building site by levelling the 
ground. 

 
RHINO MONITORING 
As part of determining concentrations of rhino in Balule on a daily basis so that anti- 
poaching efforts can be directed there, a new reporting system has been put in place. 
Lodges in other areas of Balule have been contributing valuable information to this effort. 
Members are asked to participate in this by reporting any sightings of rhino at the office 
where we’ll have a specific grid map that will more accurately show where the rhino was 
seen. It will also help if a photo of the ears can be taken to identify individual rhinos. 



ROADS 
We had to wait until the last week of November for sufficient rain to fall so we could scrape 
again. The main game drive roads are in good nick although some of the roads towards 
Moolman’s airstrip took a bit of a beating with some heavier showers of rain having fallen 
there. 

 

TREE PROTECTION PROJECT- UPDATE 
The team has been hard at work putting down the cement slabs at the refuse and workshop 
areas so we have not really had much time to attend to many trees. We did however put 
wire on the Jackalberry tree at Ndlovhu Dam and a few trees along Hyena Drive. 

 
WEBSITE PHOTOS 
Over the past couple of months there have been delays getting members’ photos uploaded 
onto the website. This is now sorted out and we encourage members to forward photographs 
again. Any photos for the website must please be sent to olifantsnorth@xsinet.co.za. 
 
NEW MAP 
New updated maps will be available in December. We are trying to tie it in with a back-to- 
back version together with ORGR. Please be on the lookout for it at the shop.  

 
CHRISTMAS WISHES 
Blessed Christmas wishes to all Olifants North members and their families. If you are 
travelling, please do so safely. 

 
NEW OFFICE HOURS 

Please note that from the 1st of December the following Office hours for members will 
come into effect- 

 
Monday to Friday 
08h00 to 12h00 and 14h00 to 16h00 

 

Saturday and Sunday 
08h00 to 12h00 

 

If there is an emergency outside of these hours please use the radio or send a sms to one of 
the following numbers 

 

OFFICE (CELL 1) 072 621 7163 Dalene 

OFFICE (CELL 2) 083 635 1716 Reinette 
RESERVE (CELL) 083 630 2515 Joe 

 

mailto:olifantsnorth@xsinet.co.za

