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It’s been a scorcher of a month with temperatures as high as 39 degrees centigrade being 
recorded.  
 
Having such high temperatures really makes one think of all the different types of cooling 
mechanisms that the animals employ to remain relatively cool. Whether it is standing in the 
shade, splashing down with water, panting or whatever during the heat of the day to cool 
down, one can only feel for the animals out there. 
 
Grass production is almost non-existent and the grazers will be the most affected if we don’t 
get proper rain soon.   
 
RAIN 
There were two days when rain fell in the month - 8 mm on the 15th and then 1, 5 mm the 
next day. The total for the season thus far is 37.8mm; this is lower than the average of 
71mm we’ve received over the last five years. 
El Nino is still getting stronger and veld conditions are not improving. The South African 
Weather Bureau tells us that El Nino has about 30 % influence whether we’ll have a drought 
year or not. Certainly some regions are affected more than others and we can only hope 
that we are not going to be that drastically affected. 
 
GAME SIGHTINGS 
Lion sightings continue to be good, mostly along the Sedumoni and around Wildebeest 
Dam. 
The introduced wildebeest have been seen regularly around the Sedumoni Drive area where 
they occasionally join up with the lone wildebeest bull that is often seen there. 
 
FOR THE BIRDERS   
A grey headed kingfisher was seen at the clubhouse. 
A Pels fishing owl was reported at the causeway and another two were spotted near B29. 
 
CAPITAL LEVY PROJECTS- UPDATE 
REFUSE AREA 
Construction of a second lathe fence on the western side of the diesel tank has been started 
and is being done in-house. 
 
CONVERTING CLUBHOUSE TO OFFICE AND OFFICE TO FLATLET 
The contracts for renovation of the ablutions and the old clubhouse into offices and shop 
are about to be awarded.  
The office to flatlet conversion will only take place once the existing offices have moved.  
  
 
 
 



NDLOPFU DAM. 
This is the first of the Capital Levy Projects and we are happy to report that it is now 
complete.  
The area directly adjacent to the dam wall has been sealed using bentonite (this is a special 
type of clay that looks like cement powder) with the wonderful property that it absorbs 
water and can expand by 15% sealing porous material.  
We took the opportunity of deepening the dam and moving the sand to the downstream 
side of the dam wall.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The borehole that is situated 
close by has now been equipped 
with a solar pump and we’ve 
started pumping into the dam.  

 

 
WORKSHOP 
Good progress has been made.  
The roof has been replaced and sisalation installed underneath the IBR sheeting to keep the 
whole interior cooler. 
External walls have been painted. 
Ablution facilities for staff have been enlarged and the laundry storeroom is now accessed 
from the laundry. 
The electricity has been upgraded and is to standard specifications. 

 
During this upgrade the laundry 
was temporarily moved to the 
kitchen in the clubhouse where 
the ladies were able to continue 
almost without interruption. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



STAFF VILLAGE  
 

 

 
A new TV and a furniture upgrade have made a huge difference to the entertainment room 
at the staff village. The staff are very pleased with the result.    
 
NEW CLUBHOUSE 
Quotes have been received from various contractors and the board is in discussions with 
them before a final decision is made. 

 
 
There is a bit of a delay at the moment while the Board follows due process in obtaining  
various environmental approvals. 
 
ROADS 
Talk about making hay while the sun shines! 
Directly after the last rains the grader was hitched to the tractor and close onto 50% of the 
roads were given a light scrape. It has made a big difference to game drives especially after 
having pulled tyres on those same roads.  
Bernard and the road team have been doing a great job of maintaining the roads. 



TREE PROTECTION PROJECT- UPDATE 
We’ve had a slow start on this conservation project and only managed to do one tree on the 
Pebble Loop walk this month. 
 
RONDAWEL FOR RENT 
One of the rondawels in the camp has been made available to A and B members for 
overflow guests and also to assist where the room configuration is an issue at your unit. The 
rule of not exceeding 8 persons on a game drive still applies.  
The cost is R 250 per night for one person, or R 500 per night for two or more.  
Bookings are made through the Olifants North Office. 

This will be a very convenient arrangement to have in place at least until the old offices have 
been converted into a flatlet.  
 

OFFICE INFO 
OFFICE HOURS 
Monday to Friday 
07h00 to 12h00 and 13h00 to 16h00 

STAFF LUNCH TIMES  
Please note during the week this is from 
12h00 to 13h00. 

Saturday and Sunday 
07h00 to 12h00 
 
CONTACT NUMBERS 
OFFICE   087 806 2069  Dalene/Reinette/Joe/Bernard 
OFFICE (CELL 1) 072 621 7163  Dalene 
OFFICE (CELL 2)  083 635 1716  Reinette 
RESERVE (CELL) 083 630 2515  Joe 


