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The adaptability of animals has always been a source of amazement. Kudu are classified as browsers but are known to 
graze occasionally. I had the opportunity of watching, for more than half an hour, a herd of kudu from my house that spent 
the entire time grazing. The dry conditions leading up to suicide month, October, have forced them to eat closer to the 
ground 

Rain and Temperature                     
September had one day when it rained. We recorded 7mm at the gate and 2mm at the office. The normal amount of rain 
for the month is around 10mm.  
 
Temperatures are steadily increasing as one would expect going towards summer. The average minimum temperature was 
17.1 degrees C and the average maximum temperature was 30.2 degrees C. There was a “scorcher” on one of the days 
when we measured 38 degrees C. 
 

Sighting
Occupancy for the month is down from 19% to 15% bringing about fewer sightings. 

 
Lion sightings centred around Ebony Road, the Sedumoni River and Wildebeest Dam.  

 
During the month Balule held “call up” stations at various spots on the reserve. One of the spots was on the Old Airstrip 
where we encountered 2 young male lions and a lioness that do not belong to one of the known prides. On that particular 
day 19 lion were observed on ONGR in four different locations. 

 
Leopard sightings were good. B11 had a rare close up encounter with two fighting outside on the deck during the night. 

 
Other sightings included porcupine, Sharpes grysbok, African wild cat, civet and hyena.
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Poaching  

Balule continues to do well on 
the rhino poaching front. No 
rhino were poached this month. 
The rhino dehorning exercise 
has certainly made a difference. 
Only one reported incursion. 
 
The one spinoff that has come 
out of the dehorning exercise is 
that up until now we were not 
aware how far the rhinos roam. 
Dehorned rhinos have been 
noted in the Timbivati which is 
a good 30 to 40 km away. 

 
(Photo by John B35)

 
 

Infrastructure development
 

  

 
 
 
CLUBHOUSE CARPORTS  
This project is now complete and makes a very pleasing 
addition to the clubhouse. 
 
 

ROADS
During the growing season when it becomes necessary we 
send staff out on all the roads to cut branches that are 
encroaching onto the road. If you encounter particular 
roads that are becoming a problem please inform the 
office or possibly trim the smaller branches if you have 
secateurs handy.  
 
DAMS  
The pipeline to Pebble Loop dam has been laid and we 
are now covering the pipe – first with sandy soil and then 
the more rocky ground on top of that. The project was 
delayed while the consultants who had to lay the pipes 
were finishing off another project. The three main dams 
have adequate levels of water in them for this time of the 
year. 

 

 
(Photo by Uli A9)
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OFFICE & HOUSEKEEPING  
NEWS

General

GUEST CONTRIBUTIONS: 

From time to time we have the pleasure of guest 
contributions from members relating to ONGR, included 
into this newsletter. Please see an article supplied by 
Fritha Davidson on the Olifants River. Thank you Fritha.  

 
If you would like to make a contribution or suggest a 
topic of interest - please make contact with Joe. 
 

BIRDING DAY 
On the 30th of November Bird Life South Africa will be 
holding a Big Bird Day event across South Africa. We 
would like to arrange an unofficial version like we did last 
year covering ONGR, ORGR and possibly the wetland 
areas of the Olifants River downstream of us.   
Please e-mail Joe on warden@ongr.co.za if you would 
like to participate.  
We should have some keen birders assisting with 
identification on the day so it may be a good learning 
experience. More information is available on - 
https://www.birdlife.org.za/events/birding-big-day 
 

  

(Photo by Uli A9)  

 

UNITS FOR SALE 

½ share in B19  

Full  share B17 - open undeveloped bush site  

 

WEBSITE 
The updated website is now available for all to view. . 
Thank you to Nic Holzer and Jane Rogers for their 
valuable input and all the members for providing photos. 
A website of value is one which is dependant not only on 
daily updates (e.g. weather and sightings) from the 
administrative staff but also relies on regular 
contributions from our members. Please keep the photos 
rolling in and forward articles of interest. 
We hope you all enjoy the more user-friendly look and 
feel of the new website and the search and sort 
functionality on different pages. 
 

CLUBHOUSE 

Members are reminded that the Clubhouse is used at 
your own risk. Parents are advised to ensure that 
children do not walk across the rim / overflow wall of the 
swimming pool at any time. 

Please ensure you leave tables and chairs in a neat 
manner - as you would like to find them on your next 
visit.  

 

WEBSITE PHOTOS 

Thank you to all the members who have sent photos for 
the website. Those that have been on the reserve in 
September please go through your photos and e-mail to 
webuploads@ongr.co.za or webupload@ongr.co.za.

mailto:warden@ongr.co.za
https://www.birdlife.org.za/events/birding-big-day
mailto:webupload@ongr.co.za
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BALULE/ONGR   

OLIFANTS RIVER CLOSE TO DRYING UP (SATURDAY STAR) 
 

Urgent action needed to protect vital artery 
 
If the rains don’t arrive and urgent and immediate action is not taken the Olifants River, which has been 
described as the “powerhouse” for South Africa could stop flowing next month. 
The Association for Water and Rural Development (AWARD) is warning flows in the lower Olifants River are 
falling rapidly, reaching “alarming levels”. 
Together with SANParks, AWARD has been monitoring the flows in the lower Olifants – this is now 30% of the 
minimum legal requirement. By law, a minimum flow is required for all rivers to meet basic minimum human 
needs and to ensure a river resource that is sustainable, said AWARD.” In the case of the Olifants, a minimum 
drought flow has been gazetted, but we are completely and consistently non-compliant,” says its director, Dr 
Sharon Pollard, in a statement. 
The polluted Olifants is one of the most stressed catchments in the country and “infamous for extremely poor 
water quality as highlighted by death of crocodiles and fish in 2010”’ said AWARD. 
“Water availability has declined over the past decade to the extent that parts of the middle and lower Olifants 
simply have no more water to give” remarked Hugo Retief, AWARD’s integrated water resources management 
researcher. 
“We have simply run out of spare water in most years and yet we see new water users on the river.” This is now 
having observable impacts on water users and ecological health, according to AWARD. 
 

 

Olifants River is a powerhouse as its water powers coal mining that generates electricity 

 
“This drought has been unlike any other in that the number of ‘hot days’ –(exceeding 40deg C) has increased 
significantly when compared to the drought of 1992,” said Dr Eddie Riddell, the manager of aquatic biodiversity 
at the Kruger National Park.  
This is basically a repeated situation the Olifants River has had over the past three or four years because we’ve 
gone through an extreme drought and we’re still within these protracted drought conditions.” 



  

 

 

 

Spring, he said, is challenging even under normal circumstances as river flows are low. “It’s also the time of year 
where agricultural production, particularly orchards and so forth, utilise their irrigation allocation, and natural 
evaporation has a role to play. “The reason we’re seeing challenges this year is a combination of these factors 
and the fact that we sitting the middle of a repeated or protracted drought period.   
The main concern we’re picking up on the Kruger’s side is that there’s an expansion of unaccounted expanded 
agricultural water use in the entire Olifants water management area. This is constraining the ability to keep the 
river flowing.” 
Water quality problems are amplified greatly when flows decline, impacting directly on human health and 
environmental health, said AWARD, noting how studies on human health and water quality have revealed 
worrisome levels of mercury, arsenic and molybdenum in some areas. 
‘When you get to those extremely low flows then the river starts to lose its own natural ability to assimulate 
pollutants and so forth,” said Riddell. 
SANParks and AWARD have been requesting that the Department of Water and Sanitation in Nelspruit to take 
action. 
“With the support of the department releases have been made from the DE Hoop Dam, but this is just a ‘band-
aid’ and cannot continue indefinitely. Deep systemic issues need to be addressed,” said Pollard. 
Farmers who have valid water-use licences are being impacted by a number of unlawful users, said AWARD, 
noting that how using water from the Olifants system without a licence will directly impact meeting the basic 
domestic needs of some 80 000people living in this area. 
The department’s regional office needs to implement restrictions together with the municipalities, monitor 
water users and curb unlawful use and communicate widely about the water situation. 
“We can’t continue to blame drought alone and just be reactive – we know droughts happen and we need to 
put in place strong governance and planning systems that acknowledge this”, said Pollard. “ we know that a 
changing climate is going to result in greater temperature in the Lowveld, which will reduce river flows by 40% 
to 60%. Imagine 50% less water in your bucket: that’s huge and that’s what we are facing in the catchment 
under climate change.” 

(Photo by Jean B13) 
 

Last week, water from DE Hoop was released, which may temporarily mitigate the situation but this is simply not 
a solution. “Farmers may simply use this additional flow if they aren’t monitored,’ said Riddell. 
‘These are things you can’t necessarily predict,” said department spokesperson Sputnik Ratau of warnings the 
Olifants could cease flowing. “Obviously monitoring over time will give us an indication of what to expect.” 
Riddell said: “That’s something we’re definitely trying to avoid because the Letaba River has already stopped 
flowing for two months and that’s also a perennial river. As the Kruger Park, we definitely don’t want to sit with 
two rivers that stop flowing. In terms of the impact on biota, that’s going to be a concern because then you lose 
aquatic habitat we might see localised fish die-offs but again it depends on the river system.”  


