
1

Olifants North Game Reserve

OCTOBER 2009

The month began with really strange weather for this time of the year – the low thick-set cloud that 
had arrived during the last few days of September continued to dominate our skies which went on 
into October for about 6 days, by which time we were becoming quite depressed at not seeing the 
sun!!  It tried to drizzle on the 2nd but was more of a spattering of light mist that prickled our skin.  
Then we were hit with a 44ºC day on the 7th reminding us of ‘suicide’ month!!  This kind of 
temperature continued for another 4 or 5 days and then on the 10th thick cloud loomed again and 
brought much needed relief from the heat.  On the 29th at around 17h30 a deafening peal of 
thunder came from the North bringing the thrill of anticipation of rain.  This was followed at about 
19h30 when two hyena began whooping loudly between our house and the office which, at the 
time, I took to mean that they had an inkling of what was about to come.   Then finally at 21h00 the 
rain began to beat on our roof bringing us 3.5mm rain!  What a deliriously happy moment it was to 
wake up the next morning to find the bush cleansed of all the choking dust.  Our season to date 
rainfall is now 26.5mm.

The arrival of Yellowbilled Kite and Red-chested Cuckoo’s are a sure sign that Summer is already 
here – one of these days the Woodland Kingfisher will also be trilling away adding to the splendor of 
our bush music.

The Terminalia prunoides (Lowveld cluster leaf) trees are all 
coming into flower now – their overpowering smelly scent 
hanging about everywhere, which will soon attract a multitude of 
insects to descend on the flowers.

Outside the office, near to B28, a Weeping boerbean (Schotia 
bracypetala) tree has burst through with bright crimson flowers tucked tightly next to the branches, 
bringing hundreds of buzzing insects to the sweet nectar the flowers produce.  I’m sure that the 
large specimens we have in the bush are also close to flowering.
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This orange Techomaria was still flowering profusely at A7 at the beginning of the month.

All species of crinum are protected plants in the ‘Transvaal’, and 
it was with amazement that I discovered we have a number of 

these lilies in our garden – this one being the River Crinum, Crinum 
macowanii.  The plant has a rosette of long, grey-green, strap 
shaped leaves.  The stout peduncle carries a graceful cluster of 
pendent, trumpet shaped flowers and is white or palest pink, with 
darker pink keels.

Recorded Sightings for October

1 Oct 09h00 B21 2 x lionesses near buffalo carcass Kudu Pan
                                                       At Kudu Pan

19h00 Kari 2 x sub-adult lion and 1 x sub-adult lioness – Ebony road –
Joe our house – camp road towards 2 tanks

5 Oct 05h30 One of the members from the south radioed that they had 
witnessed four lion on the north moving to the river when 
suddenly three large black-mane lion chased them and they 
were forced to run through the Olifants river.

8 Oct 18h30 A8/Joe Single lioness sighted near our driveway on camp road.

11 Oct 17h00 B1 Large crocodile spinning impala? In shallows between 1st and
2nd river loop

17h45 B1 3 x lioness on South river/causeway.  Crossed river and 
walked upstream on North bank

19h00 B1 Female leopard stalking impala between causeway and old 
airstrip

12 Oct 18h00 B1 1 x male and 1 x female lion – buffalo kill

13 Oct 18h00 B1 Lioness (Cut-nose) and lion on buffalo kill – White Rocks
B2
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14 Oct 17h30 B1 1 x male lion on road near buffalo carcass

15 Oct 19h30 B2 Hyena on road above causeway

19 Oct 19h30 B2 Leopard on rocks on southern side of causeway

24 Oct 17h30 B22 Lion and lioness mating at Kudu Pan (cubs in 3 months?)

28 Oct 18h30 A8 Female leopard crossing river (South – North)

19h30 2 x jackal on Impala kill (Warthog pan)
1 x lioness at Warthog pan
1 x lion robbed jackal of impala kill

THE THINGS WE DO TO SAVE A TREE!!

The night of the 20th was a nightmare for us; at 01h30 Nyati, our staffie, who is very protective of me 
and who was lying next to my bed, began growling.  Waking us up at this time of night is not the 
done thing in our home and with still-tightly closed eyes both of us tumbled out of bed to see what 
he was growling at.  Peering through the blinds we were amazed at the blackness despite it being 
new moon – we only realized once we had forced our eyelids apart that the black was the rear-
end of an enormous elephant bull – we could have stroked his bottom he was that close!!  Anyway 
we both fell back into bed but the earsplitting sound of cracking of sticks and branches continued, 
as he ambled outside our room.  I was now really annoyed and even more so when I heard the 
distinct sound of a tree being broken in two – to top it all this tree is right outside our bedroom and 
provides the only shade from the sweltering afternoon sun.  There was no ways I was going to allow 
this tree to be pushed over and for all I knew he’d probably push it right over onto our house!  Joe 
by this time had grabbed his torch and had headed for the back door, but I wasn’t going to wait 
for him to scare the ele away, so began clapping my hands loudly – blow me down he actually 
moved off but in quite a huff!  Did I really care what his attitude was at that time of night?!  No way 
– now I had to contend with trying to fall asleep again listening to branches scraping his skin as he 
moved through the bush taking his attitude with him!  Waking up the next morning we both felt 
quite jaded but happy that we had saved the tree!

ARACHNOPHOBIA?

With summer having just arrived, you may notice something appearing between a couple of trees 
or shrubs.  It would remind one of a wagon wheel with a huge yellow and black spider sitting in the 
center.  Commonly known as the “orb web spiders”, the body of the female (the large one sitting in 
the centre of the web), can grow up to 24mm long.  If you look at the top of the web, above the 
female, you may be lucky enough to see the male hiding away there.  Why is he hiding?  Because 

the mass of the female can be up to a thousand times that of the 
male and she can be up to forty times his size.  Spiders can also not 
see very well and she may regard him as a food item and if she is 
hungry, he may end up being her next meal.  

How can spiders propagate under these dangerous conditions? 
Stealth is the name of the game.  The male of this specie will sit quietly 
in the web till the female starts to feed – he then creeps up to her to 
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mate.  This will be repeated a couple of times over a period of three to four days.
These spiders are not dangerous to humans, although they may be able to deliver a bite; the 
venom is of no consequence and has never been known to even develop any symptoms.  

In the picture on the right you can see the minute male orb spider at the 
top left hand corner

The web is a fantastic feat of engineering and worth a good look.  As 
the name implies, it’s an orb web made of very strong yellowish silk and 
set low on vegetation with sticky capture threads.  The orb spiders’ prey 
consists of flying and jumping insects and the silk is so strong that small 
birds have been known to get entangled!  Once the prey has been caught she will tug on the 
threads to ascertain where it is and will then approach it, touch-taste and feel what it is. She will 
manipulate it into position and turn around and start to wrap it in silk until it is totally immobilized.  
Only after the prey is completely immobilized will the spider bite and paralyze it.  Sometimes she will 
start to feed immediately but most of the time she will carry it to the edge of the web and hang it 
there for future consumption.  The male on the other hand, will feed on insects, which land on the 
web but are disregarded by the female because they are too small.

In the center of the web a stabilimentum can be seen which consist of loosely woven white silk, 
radiating from the hub.   This can sometimes take the form of a cross, single oblique lines, vertical or 
horizontal lines or even elaborate discs.  The function of this stabilimentum is still not clearly 
understood, but various theories have been put forward e.g. to make the web more visible, thus 
preventing larger animals from breaking it un-intentionally.  It can also serve to break up the outline 
of the inhabitant, making it more difficult to detect the spider, or maybe it helps to attract insects.  
Whatever the function is, it is working, because this is a very successful spider and it will remain in the 
same web for a long time if not disturbed and if the supply of food stays constant.

Members are asked to please read the attachment regarding game view vehicle 
policy carefully. This policy serves as a guideline but some of the points mentioned are 
in both the North and Olifants River's Rules and Regulations.

REMINDERS

Nyoni Beading Project - Please contact me should you wish to assist by purchasing tickets. The raffle 
tickets cost R25.00 each and may be debited to your account.

Let us know if you require Pest Control to come out and spray for termites, as well as any radio 
repairs you may need done.
We’d like to take this opportunity of reminding all our members that under no circumstances are 
game drives to be conducted on Grietjie Nature Reserve.

At the moment there is also the very real danger of run-away veldt fires, and we urge members to 
ensure that their braai fires are properly extinguished, even if there is no wind at the time.

Office contact numbers: 
(015) 7696274 / (015) 7696069 / 087-8062069 / 083-6302515 / 083-6351716 
Fax number:  (015) 7696066
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After months of fighting with “Helkom” (Telkom) we finally have a new switchboard in the office.  
The number to dial at night, in case of emergencies, is 015-7696274. 


