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The Skydive for  
Rhinos Jumpers  

   
Alasdair Sanders ~ Andre du Toit 

Andrew Zaloumis ~ Anelisa 

Ngwenya 

Anne Knowles ~ Beth Wahl 

Blessed Ncube ~ Brett Schoeman 

Cathy Hue ~ Cayleigh Schoeman 

Clive Sibisi ~ Curtis Kroutz 

Gertrude Muzanenhamo 

Jabulani Ngubane ~ Jaco Britz  

   Jani Roos ~ Jeremy Kirkwood  

 Len van Schalkwyk 

Lorelli Daniels ~ Lucy Erasmus 

Micah van Schalkwyk ~ Mike Norris 

Neale Harman ~ Nikki Tilley 

Noreen Courage ~ Oscar 

Mthimkhulu 

Paul Cryer ~ Ralston Witthoft 

Sadhna Davenarrain  

Sam Couzens ~ Sanele Khanyile  

Shane Francis ~ Sharon Ilett  

Sheelagh Antrobus 

Siphiwe Mjadu ~ Stacey Francis 

Sthe Khawula ~ Thulebona Zulu 

Tina Llabres ~ Vicky Nardell 

Skydive for Rhinos 
Wrap up of an extraordinary campaign    -  August 2011 

Ordinary people doing something extraordinary for South Africa’s rhinos 

From Small Beginnings… 

What 40 people and you did in 12 weeks  

It started one day in May with two photos, a small group of outraged African 
Conservation Trust (ACT) staff members and a ‘light-bulb’ moment – and 
culminated 12 weeks later when 40 people jumped out of a plane on Saturday 13 
August in the world’s first Skydive for Rhinos.   

These incredible (slightly crazy) volunteers selflessly put their own lives on the line, 
raised over R450, 000 (cash & in-kind) for KZN’s rhinos (see page 2), turned a small 
campaign into a large one (it went viral and international) and - most importantly 
of all - put the rhino poaching crisis firmly in the public spotlight.  

We had no idea of the response this campaign would receive: three weeks after 
the ‘Big Jump’, support is still coming in, the rhino conservation community is 
banding together like never before and bigger and better plans are in the offing.   

Your involvement, support, donations, pro-bono services, gifts, Facebook 
messages, Tweets and conversations with your own friends & family about the 
reason behind Skydive for Rhinos has done more than just sponsor 40 people to 
jump out of a plane.    

In less than 3 months you have helped create a groundswell of public involvement 
involving tens of thousands of people across South Africa and in other parts of the 
world, who now understand the seriousness of the rhino poaching crisis and who 
are now demanding action.   

Without you, this would not have happened. For this, we thank you.  

 

 

 

 
The photos that started it all 

LEFT:  Geza, the White Rhino male who initially survived a poacher attack.  Read Dr William 

Fowlds’ painful account of having to put him out of his suffering.  

RIGHT: the heartbreaking image of the orphaned calf with her dismembered mother. 

 

“Skydive for Rhinos intrinsically persuaded me to think beyond just human 
animals. There’s a strange voice in a Rhino, that voice is quite soft & hazy, the 

soliloquy of a dying one unsurpassed… I am glad I leapt - as the voice of the 
voiceless for Rhino Protection.”        

   Blessed Ncube (jumper) 

https://www.facebook.com/note.php?note_id=253483254669577
https://www.facebook.com/note.php?note_id=253483254669577
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THE RESULTS:   Funding and Beneficiaries 
Cash donations  R        203 900.00  
 Add gifts and pledges to be used in coming months   R        166 240.00  
 Add in-kind support for campaign   R        120 150.00  
Cash and in-kind support for Skydive for Rhinos  R        490 290.00  
Add sponsored jump fees   R          44 000.00  
Total support for Skydive for Rhinos  R        534 290.00  

 
 

Distribution of Funds Total Benefitting Organisations     

Information/Intelligence gathering  R          10 000.00  Dr Player's Magqubu Ntombela Foundation 

Anti-Poaching Patrol Equipment  R          60 000.00   Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife   

Aerial Surveillance – fixed-wing patrols  R          30 000.00   The Bateleurs    

Aerial Surveillance - Emergency helicopter support  R          30 000.00   BAC Aviation, Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife &   
 KZN reserves  

Camera Traps  R          30 000.00   Wildlife ACT and northern KZN reserves  

Micro chipping & Identification  R          30 000.00   4-5 Rhino 

Wildlands’ Project Rhino  R          13 900.00  Wildlands Conservation Trust 

TOTAL Funds generated  R       203 900.00    

Gifts and pledges to be used in coming months  R       166 240.00   Project Rhino association of    
 rhino conservation groups  

 

An Evening with Dr Ian Player 

A chance meeting with William 
Jonsson and his friends culminated 
in a dinner, auction and betting-for-
a-cause evening for 120 guests with 
the legendary Dr Ian Player, hosted 
by the White Horse function room 
at the Golden Horse Casino in 
Pietermaritzburg.   

Dr Player’s powerful life story and 
ongoing commitment to rhino 
conservation - nearly 50 years after 
he led the team that saved the 
White Rhino from extinction, and 
put KZN’s Hluhluwe-Mfolozi Park on 
the world map – remains undimmed. 

His anguish and anger at the current 
poaching crisis was palpable:  
“Rhinos have a very unique cry,” he 
said.  “And once you hear it…                                      
well, it is something that you will 
never forget.”   

Everything was donated, including 
the venue, 3-course meal, 5-star 

décor, auction items, gifts for 
speakers and lucky draw prizes for 
guests.   

Funds raised from the evening have 
been donated to Wildlands 
Conservation Trust’s Project Rhino. 

 

 

 

 

 

Above:  donated auction items included: two 
rhino bronzes, the iconic King Steinberg Black 
rhino photograph, a Jeroboam of collectable 
wine and a Keith Fey silk scarf with San rock 
art rhino motifs (only one in the world) 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“My own colleagues in the eco-tourism industry astounded me, when asked 

to donate they never hesitated and this resulted in over R100k, on my own 

personal pledge sheet, be it kind, cash or the letters of commitment.”  

Sharon Ilett (Jumper) 

 

Guests enjoyed 'Betting for a Cause' 

Dr Ian Player held the guests spellbound 



“I Jumped from 10 000ft at 220km/h for our rhinos” 
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“Thank you for opening my eyes. And well 

done to one of the finest campaigns I have 

ever been witness and party to. From a 

first time, terrified jumper “     

Nikki ‘Dilly’ Tilley 

 

Bad weather on Saturday 6 August delayed the Big Day, which didn’t help the already-stretched nerves of the Skydive for Rhinos 
team! With another cold front threatening the following weekend, Durban Skydive Centre left it until late on Thursday 11 Aug to 
make the call that Saturday 13 August was a ‘Go’. It went off without a hitch: 40 extra-ordinary people, 6 heroic tandem 
masters and 2 hard-working pilots put their own lives on the line to make this world-first statement that Rhino poaching has to 
be stopped. They were supported by an incredible team of parachute packers, ground crew, family, friends, all those who 
sponsored them, Ralston the Rhino, Wallace the dog, a plane called Gabriel, media  and the hundreds of messages of support 
that poured in via Facebook &Twitter.   
 

Micah van Schalkwyk – the youngest member of the Skydive for Rhinos team – recalls the experience:
Bright and Early 

“For most, especially those coming 

from the KZN North Coast where 
most of our rhinos live, the day 
began before dawn. Adrenalin 
pumping, we all descended on 
Angel's Way Farm in Eston, Durban 
Skydive Centre's base for what was 
to be our first skydive.  
 
Things got under way quickly as a 
cold front was threatening low 
cloud cover that would have 
brought the event to an undesired 
halt. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The hangar was buzzing. Literally. 
There was a mixture of excitement 
and anxiety in the air but smiles all 
around. Skydivers and supporters 
greeted each other with enthusiasm 
and camaraderie- even though most 
of them had never met each other 
before. Well wishes, thank yous and 
yelps of exhilaration rang 
throughout the hangar keeping 
everyone in the spirit of the day.  
 

Jump – Jump - Jump!! 
Once the briefing was done it was 
time to rock and roll. The tandem 
masters, pilot and parachute 
packers worked tirelessly to ensure 
things ran smoothly. Once each 
jump group was suited up and 

harnessed they were packed into 
the little Kudu plane, reassuringly 
named Gabriel. After a smooth take 
off and steady climb to 10 000 ft. 
the door was thrust open and the 
icy wind rushed in. 
 
Legs out the door, arms crossed 
over your harness, head up and the 
next thing you know you're hurtling 
through the sky at terminal velocity, 
screaming in elation- or fear.  

The free fall ends with the 
parachute opening, bringing you to 
the vertical in about a second and 
leaving the world at your feet. 
Silence fills your ears- mostly 
because they're blocked- as you 
look over the landscape below.  
 

Perspective 
Gazing down on the Earth below 
makes you fall in love with our 
home all over again- seeing the 
world from above certainly changes  
your perspective, in more than one 
way.     After steering the chute for a 
while the tandem master takes 
over, guides you over the landing 
field and sets you down feeling - 
excuse the pun - on top of the 
world! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hope 
There are awful people in this 
world: truly horrible human beings 
like those who are threatening the 
extermination of our rhinos.   
However, there are also beautiful, 
caring and passionate people too, 
individuals who are willing to lend a 
hand and make a difference. Those 
who are prepared to give time, 
money, advice and sincere support 
for what they believe is a worthy 
cause. 

There is always hope. Skydive for 
Rhinos has revealed that. To 
everyone else out there ‘fighting the 
fight’ - the poachers have not won 
yet. Surround yourself with others 
who share your enthusiasm and 
drive. What you just might find is 
that the response is more than what 

you could ever have hoped for.”  

Thulebona Zulu, Siphiwe Mjadu & S'the 
Khawula - ACT student interns   

Belly dance teacher Anne Knowles 

Blessed Ncube & tandem master TJ Harvey 

Micah with Vernon Kloppers (tandem master) 



Skydiving for rhinos…. 
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Post-Skydive: more (good) news 
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Skydive for Rhinos Video 

Skydive for Rhinos video 
The new Skydive for Rhinos 

YouTube video has been uploaded 

courtesy of Andre Meyer and his 

team from Meyer Productions. 

Please take a moment to view it.   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=

iyuHKke0h_A&feature=related 

It has also been uploaded onto SATV 

– South Africa’s online TV station: 

www.satvchannel.com.   

 

Please share the links with your 

family and friends and help keep the 

rhino crisis in the public spotlight. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROJECT RHINO 
During the Skydive for Rhinos 
campaign, plans were also afoot to 
create an association of 
organisations involved in rhino 
conservation in KZN.       
 
With the significant threat of 

poaching to the Rhino population in 

the province, many different 

organisations have independently 

initiated anti-poaching projects and 

fund-raising initiatives to support 

rhino conservation activities.   There 

was a collective sense that it would 

be more beneficial to work together 

in counteracting the threats facing 

KZN’s rhinos, and so PROJECT 

RHINO was created in July. 

 
All organisations involved in 
PROJECT RHINO will soon be adding 
the association’s logo and 
description to their websites and 
social media – so look out for more 
news on this groundbreaking and 
positive development. 
 

Founding members include: 

 Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife 

 Wildlands Conservation Trust 
(WCT) 

 Wildlife ACT 

 Thanda Private Game Reserve 

 African Conservation Trust 
(ACT) 

 Phinda Private Game Reserve  

 Zululand Wildlife Security 
Initiative 

 Game Rangers Association of 
Africa (GRAA) 

 Wildlife and Environment 
Society of SA (WESSA) 

 Space for Elephants Foundation 
(SEF) 

 The Media Mogul 

 
ACT Chairman’s Fund 

supports the Bateleurs 
At the August Project Rhino meeting 

held at Thanda Private Game 

Reserve, the Zululand Wildlife 

Security Initiative presented a 

proposal from the Bateleurs, which 

would provide a number of 

northern KZN’s reserves (both 

Ezemvelo and private) with twice-

daily air-patrols, and all that was 

needed was R5,000 fuel per month. 

 

Skydive for Rhinos had already 

earmarked R30,000 for an Aerial 

Emergency Patrol Fund, to be set up 

with BAC Aviation.  This will be used 

when APU units and game reserves 

in northern KZN need helicopter 

support for rhino emergencies – 

either poachers spotted or a rhino 

in trouble. 

 

ACT’s Chairman Carl Grossmann 

decided to match this amount for 

the Bateleurs, securing their needs 

for the next six months.  Between 

their fixed-wing support and the 

emergency helicopter back-up, we 

hope that the support generated by  

Skydive for Rhinos sends a large 

message to criminal syndicates that 

‘We’re watching you,” and help 

prevent further poaching incidents. 

Jumpers Shane, Lorelli, Stacey & Curtis show 
off the 'wings' they earned after completing 

their first-ever skydive! 

Jumpers from Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife: Jabulani 
Ngubane (Rhino Protection Officer) and Oscar 

Mthimkhulu (also an ACT Trustee) with 'Ralston' - 
the campaign's mascot. 

Brett Schoeman and tandem master 
Roy Steemson 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iyuHKke0h_A&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iyuHKke0h_A&feature=related
http://www.satvchannel.com/


What’s next? 
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Kosi to Cape Rhino Walk 
Two young pilots - Warren Grace 

and Kyle Blewitt - who are currently 

doing their pilot instructor courses, 

are planning to walk 2000km along 

the east coast of SA - from Kosi Bay 

to Cape Town - to raise further 

funds and awareness of the rhino 

crisis.   They are hoping to start their 

campaign this October and ACT’s 

Rhino Fund and the causes we are 

supporting will be the beneficiaries  

of their efforts.     

If you are interested in joining 

them, or assisting with this new 

adventure, please let us know.  

 

Rhino Swimming at the 2012 
Midmar 8 Mile 

ACT’s full-time archaeologist, part-  

time rhino warrior and Wonder 

Woman Skydiver, Vicky Nardell, was 

challenged by one of her skydiving 

sponsors to swim the Midmar 8 

Mile early in 2012 and raise more 

funds for rhinos. 

Vicky promptly dared ACT Trustee 

Francois du Toit to join her (perhaps 

because he wasn’t brave enough to 

jump out of a plane?) and they have 

started training for this endurance 

swim, hoping to qualify.   

 

Cyber-tracking technology  

for rhino protection 
In the days following the Big Jump, 

ACT met with a company that 

provides cyber-tracking equipment 

and software programmes.  This 

modern technology is a great asset 

for APU units to accurately record 

what they see whilst out on patrol.   

Unfortunately it is very expensive 

and whilst some KZN reserves have 

the technology, many do not. 

 

ACT is in negotiations with this 

company to involve them in efforts 

to protect KZN’s rhinos.    Three 

plans are in the offing: 

1. A fully donated pilot 
programme for a KZN game 
reserve, whose rhinos are 
vulnerable to poachers.   

2. Discounts on cyber-tracking 
units for rhino conservation 

3. Donated equipment  
 

Donated emergency medical 

cover for APU members 
An outcome of Skydive for Rhinos is 

SATIB Insurance Brokers extremely 

generous offer to fund the 

substantial costs of emergency 

medical evacuation for KZN’s anti-

poaching patrol members if they are 

injured on duty or taken ill when out 

in the bush, far from medical 

facilities.  

 

Going big in 2012? 

The campaign team have been 

inundated with enquiries from 

people in other parts of South Africa 

– and internationally – asking, 

‘When is the next Skydive for 

Rhinos?’ or “When are you bringing 

it to my city?  

 

It is looking quite certain that 

Skydive for Rhinos will go 

national/international in 2012, with 

a goal of raising a few million Rands 

for SA’s rhinos.  If you are 

interested in getting involved, 

please email us.  

Please keep an eye on our website 

and facebook pages for details of 

when and where: 

Facebook:  Skydive for Rhinos   or 

African Conservation Trust 

Website: www.projectafrica.com 

Telephone:  (+27) 033-332 2844. 

THE ACT RHINO FUND IS STILL 

OPEN FOR DONATIONS 

Bank:              Nedbank 
Branch:          Pietermaritzburg 
BR Code:        130126 
Acc. Name:   ACT Rhino Fund 
Account No. 1008662976  
For International donations: 
Nedbank code:    198765 
SWIFT No:            NEDSZAJJ 
 

Anelisa Ngwenya and Vicky Nardell 

mailto:funding@projectafrica.com
mailto:funding@projectafrica.com
http://www.facebook.com/skydiveforrhinos
http://www.facebook.com/ACTsafrica
file:///C:/Users/Ramp4/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/R5CR3BK1/www.projectafrica.com

