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OLIFANTS NORTH TRUMPETER – APRIL 2013 

 
Welcome to our brand new look newsletter.  We hope that you will enjoy them in 
the months to come.   Should you have anything you’d like to contribute to in the 
next newsletter, please feel free to email it to us. 
 
Full moon was on the 25th and once again we were on red-alert for any suspicious 
activity days prior, during and post. 
 
 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 

 
B3 - Doug and Fritha Davidson 
B11 - Richard Alexander 
B20 - Roger Williams 
 
We hope you will enjoy many pleasurable hours in this stunning piece of paradise, 
and leave after each visit with wonderful memories?  Should you require any 
information or assistance please don’t hesitate to contact us? 
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RAINFALL AND TEMPERATURES 

 
It’s been a month of contrast in weather patterns.  Some days were really warm 
and we wondered when the change of season would happen, only to have rain fall 
which brought, for us, icy weather that had us unearthing the winter woollies!   
Much needed rain fell on the 3rd, but boy oh boy, did the temperature drop from 
a minimum of 24˚ on the 2nd to 18˚the day after the rain fell. No sooner had we 
brought out the warmer clothing, it was back to really warm temperatures again.   
In the afternoon of the 10th clouds begun scudding across the sky, brought in by 
a steady wind, and we wondered if there was going to be a change in the weather 
again.  The temperature dropped and it became a bit chilly around the shoulders, 
but within an hour the clouds had disappeared overhead, leaving a dove-grey sky 
behind but had gathered in the West.  Here they lay banked up in front of the 
setting sun which made them have an exquisite golden lining.  This is the start of 
superlative sunsets where the dust in the air creates a kaleidoscope of colours! 
 
The minimum temperature recorded in April was 14˚and our maximum 33˚. 
 
This month we’ve had 108mm of rain with our year to date on 768mm!  January 
especially has been high with 371.5mm; February and March were down.  April 
was again a good month that should stand us in good stead for the winter months 
ahead.  
 
Each of the past five years has been an above average rainfall year. This has had 
an accumulating effect on the vegetation and the current veld conditions have 
not been seen in decades.   
 
  

VELD CONDITIONS 

 
The incredible rain we had this month has certainly improved the state of the 
bush and will assist greatly with the winter grazing. 
 
All dams have water in them and are looking magnificent.  Pebble loop dam in 
particular, has water still flowing into it and remains full. Some landscaping on 
the dam wall has been completed and the dead trees are there also to keep 
elephants off the wall.  
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Late season rains, contributing to green grass being available long into the dry 
season especially along the drainage lines, can be seen above and below Pebble 
Loop dam and the Sedumoni. 
 
 

FAUNA 

 
On the 3rd, the day that it began to rain, Joe came across 6 tortoises drinking 
from a puddle in the road.  It’s not often that one witnesses so many together. 
 
A male lion was seen by one of our staff members on his way to work, at the 
junction of the staff village and Camp road.  I had just arrived at the office so 
must have missed seeing him by a minute or two.  What bad luck!  Joe went out 
to look and followed him all the way up Camp road until the turn off B30, where 
he turned off into the bush.  He was so relaxed and totally unperturbed as he 
nonchalantly ambled along.  The same afternoon another male lion was seen at 
the junction of Leopard Creek and Driftwood drive. Lion have been seen often 
during the month and, and a pair was found mating on the old airstrip on the  
21st.  Perhaps in three months’ time we’ll have new additions! 
 
Baboons have created mayhem with the clubhouse roof, ripping chunks of thatch 
out in search of tasty morsels.  It’s the start of the season where they always 
become a nuisance, as they find little in the bush to eat, and become very brazen 
near units.  Please remember to lock all doors and close windows when you’re 
going out on drives.  The Board of Directors have given the go-ahead to repair 
the roof of the clubhouse, and this is presently under way. 
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Tree squirrels have begun looting the Commiphora trees in search of the last 
berries left on the trees.  Up, down and over the branches they clambered, 
trying a berry out here and there, and deciding whether it is in fact the right 
time for the berries are ripe.  Peels lie littered on the undergrowth after being 
spat out as unpalatable! 
 
 Impala rams are beginning to “strut their stuff” again preparing for the rutting 
season.  One day we witnessed two rams fighting with all their might, horns 
clashing, sounding like gunshots, as they came head to head.  Every muscle 
bulged, tensed to their maximum, as they fought tooth and nail for the title to 
claim their own herd of females! 
 
Two years back hyenas were calling frequently and they were also being seen 
quite regularly. Sightings and callings are rare at the moment, too much lion 
activity? Luckily there is evidence that they are still around and we’ve managed 
to get a few photos of them at Kudu and Wildebeest dams. 
 
A small crocodile has also taken up residence in Pebble loop dam. 
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BIRDS 

 
Bee-eaters are the main topic this month.  Never have we seen so many flocks of 
White-fronted bee-eaters on the reserve.  A flock arrived on the 7th in the 
early evening to roost in the dense foliage of the Combretum’s just at the edge 
of our garden. What a din they made as they chirped and settled in for the 
night.  Within 15 minutes the noise was over after they seemingly said their 
goodnights’. Although there was a chirp here and there, after nightfall, as some 
still settled down.  The next morning some of them woke, sort of reminding the 
others that it was time to wake up, but then the snooze button was pushed and 
it was quiet again.  At 06h05 the chirping started again as they all gathered 
themselves together and took off for the day.  That evening and for the next 
two days the exact same ritual happened like clockwork!  What a happy feeling it 
gave us to experience this.  Then on the 10th icy winds blew and blew and the 
bee-eaters never returned; perhaps it wasn’t sheltered enough as they would 
have had to hold on for dear life to the branches.  However by 18h30 the wind 
had died down and Africa calmed down for the night. 
 
Joe has also seen young guinea fowl which is about the right time to be seeing 
them, as the grass isn’t too dense for them to be able to forage in. 
 
We’ve realised the Paradise Flycatchers are back; their lively vociferous trills 
giving their whereabouts away.  These are the only small flycatchers with burnt-
orange upper parts and blue-grey under parts. 
 
Francolins, or spur-fowl, have also been pairing up preparing for their breeding 
season. 
 
3 ground hornbills have been seen occasionally on the old airstrip and are 
probably the same three that have been seen on the south from time to time. 
 
 

FLORA 

 
Kudu lilies have begun flowering, their tantalizing white blooms tinged with pale 
pink, adding some glamour to the drying out surrounds.   
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The Impala lilies are beginning to push deep-pink buds through the tips and down 
the branches too.   
 
Soon the aloes will also send out sprays and, before we know it, the sunbirds will 
be fretting around the blossoms sipping delicious nectar. 
 
The Ozoroa, Common Resin bush, are in full bud at the moment although some of 
the highly scented flowers are open already, attracting a multitude of 
butterflies and buzzing insects. Some of you may know this as the Butterfly 
Bush? 
 

INTEREST SNIPPET 

 
As we head into the season, when the beautiful Golden orb spiders begin 
appearing, we thought you’d like to know a little bit more about these spiders.  
The nephila spiders are the oldest surviving genus of spiders, with a fossilized 
specimen known from 165 million years ago and had a leg span of 15cm (6 inches)! 
Their name refers to the colour of the spider silk which in the sunlight shine like 
gold.  Experimental evidence suggests that the silk’s colour may serve a dual 
purpose: sunlit webs ensnare bees that are attracted to the bright yellow 
strands, whereas in shady spots the yellow blends in with background foliage to 
act as a camouflage.  The spider is able to adjust the web pigment intensity 
relative to background light levels and colour; the range of spectral reflectance 
is specifically adapted to insect vision. 
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The female of the species is much larger than the male.  Their contrast of dark 
brown/black and green/yellow allows warning and repelling of potential predators 
to whom their venom might be of little danger. The venom of this spider is 
potent but not lethal to humans.  It has a neurotoxic effect similar to that of 
the black widow spider; however, its venom is not nearly as powerful.  The bite 
causes local pain, redness, and blisters that normal disappear within a 24-hour 
interval. 
 
 
  

 
 
The webs of most Nephila spiders are complex, with a fine-meshed orb 
suspended in a maze of non-sticky barrier webs.  As with many weavers of sticky 
spirals, the orb is renewed regularly if not daily, apparently because of the 
stickiness of the orb declines with age.  When weather is good (and no rain has 
damaged the orb web, the Golden Orbs often rebuild only a portion of the web.  
The spider will remove and consume the portion to be replaced, build new radial 
elements, and then spin the new spirals. 
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BEHIND THE SCENES 

 
CURRENT PROJECTS  
  

� ROADS 
From mid-February to end March we concentrated on Pebble Loop and 
Ebony. This included laying down a bed of gravel, smoothing it and 
constructing bumps where appropriate.  

 
This last week we’ve been busy on Dead Lead and have started on Secret 
valley, where we’ll be re-routing some of the roads to eliminate some of 
the sharper bends and also make it less prone to erosion. 

 
� VIEW SITE 

We’ve obtained quotes for rebuilding Paradise Lost Hide. A position on the 
upstream side of the causeway has been found and construction will 
commence over the next couple of weeks.   

 

TIPS 
 

VEHICLES 
With the high rainfall we’ve had a high grass production that has produced 
abundant food for mice to flourish.  The mice like taking up residence in warmth 
of dashboards and engine compartments. This can be discouraged by leaving the 
bonnet open when not in use. 
 
 
   

INFORMATION 

 
Please take note of the following contact details for the reserve as the landlines 
are out of order. 
 
Anita (cleaning/maid/vehicle requests): 072-6217163 olifantsnorth@xsinet.co.za 
Kari (accounts/web/photos): 083-6351716 ongr@xsinet.co.za 
Joe 083-6302515 ongr.management@xsinet.co.za 
Fax 2 Email number: 086-2950091 
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ELECTRICAL CABLE: 
The lower half of the reserve has been plagued by electrical outages over the 
last couple of months. The board has made the decision to replace the entire 
underground electrical cable, 1 800m. The cable is only made on order and we are 
expecting delivery this week. During the installation there will be outages early 
morning and late afternoon but we hope to keep these disruptions to a bare 
minimum. We ask for your understanding over the next couple of weeks whilst 
the installation is in progress.  
 
 
BALULE 
Balule has incorporated two new regions closer to Hoedspruit. This additional 
4500 ha expands Balule to 8 regions totalling 42477 hectares. 
 
OTHER INFO 
A reverse osmosis pump has been installed, in the kitchen next to the clubhouse, 
where members may re-fill containers with water.   We can vouch that the taste 
of the borehole water has altered considerably, by filtering through this 
system, and almost tastes as pleasant as bottled water!! 
 
Please could we bring your attention to the Rules and Regulations that are in 
place on both our reserve and Olifants River Game Reserve, and are to be 
adhered to.  This formed part of the sales package and was signed when you 
purchased.  Below is a copy of the Annexure. 
 
 

ANNEXURE E 

 

OLIFANTS NORTH GAME RESERVE SHARE BLOCK LIMITED 

Registration No. 1973/014136/06 
 
 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 
Not permitted: 
1. Hunting, fishing, shooting or capturing of birds or animals. 
2. Removal of flora. 
3. Making of fires other than at the appropriate place at your own unit. 
4. Behavior likely to cause offence to fellow members – particularly noise, littering and driving 

carelessly or recklessly. 
5. Driving off road.  This causes untold and lasting damage and is viewed most seriously. 
6. Collection of wood (in particular fire wood), stones or anything occurring naturally. 
7. Exceeding the 30 K.P.H. speed limits. 



 10

8. Walking in the veld except on walking trails authorized by the directors and in particular walking 
to or along the bank of the Olifants river except to hides and then only along the authorized 
path. 

9. Walking within the exclusive use area or on the deck of any unit or near any occupied unit 
without the prior permission of the owner/s. 

10. Walking at dams and waterholes or anywhere else near animals.  This disturbs the game and is 
inconsiderate of other members. 

11. Introduction of any flora or fauna onto the property – endemic plants excepted.  Pets not 
allowed. 

12. Motorcycles or traversing in non-traditional game-viewing vehicles except with the written 
permission of the directors. 

13. Traversing in vehicles that do not display the unit number on both sides and at the rear in a 
manner and of a size approved by the management of the Game Reserve. 

14. Sweeping of spotlights over lodges or rondawels, including lodges on adjoining game reserves 
and farms or other vehicles during night drives or shining spotlights into animals’ eyes, 
particularly if there is any possibility at all that this might assist predators.  Contraventions are 
viewed most seriously. 

15. External or deck electric or gas lights unless they are shaded or screened in a way that has 
received the prior approval of the directors. 

16. Driving too close to feeding Cheetah.  They are inclined to abandon kills if disturbed. 
17. Feeding any animals or birds in any circumstances whatsoever.  Feeding trays attract baboons 

and monkeys. 
18. Cell phones turned on at dams, hides and sightings. 
19. Rubbish outside units except in suitable containers approved by the management of the Game 

Reserve. 

 
Please do: 
1. Respect the off-duty hours of the staff.  
2. Respect the rights of other members by not making any unnecessary noise, particularly at hides 

and waterholes, in the wilderness area, on authorized walking trials and near animals. 
3. Use the radio only when necessary and keep it turned down low in volume. 
4. Be careful when walking.  (Subject to in any defined walking trail area).  Lions, buffalo, leopard, 

hippo and some other species can be dangerous. 
5. Advise the warden of any unusual sighting.  Most particularly fires (obviously), injured animals, 

trespassers, potential poachers or anything else you may consider a potential problem. 
6. Switch off gas and water supplies and all electric lights when leaving your unit. 
7. Sort rubbish into plastic bags for recycling purposes and dispose of it at authorized dumping 

sites into the appropriate recycling container. 
8. Use 4-wheel drive at all times to preserve roads. 
9. Control fires carefully and do not leave fires burning or live embers when leaving your boma. 
10. Ensure that inside electric or gas lights do not cause external light pollution or a nuisance to 

others. 

11. Insist on your Authorized Users and guests acquainting themselves with and obeying these 

Rules. 

 
Most of these Rules are obvious, particularly to those who have a real interest in the bush.  Adherence 
will in no way inhibit enjoyment of our Reserve.  On the contrary it should be enhanced for all. 
 
Please co-operate. Issued by the Directors of OLIFANTS 

NORTH (subject to change from time to 
time) 
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I agree to abide by these rules and any amendments thereto as well as the regulations stipulated in 
the Reciprocal Traversing Agreement, and the Use Agreement. 
 
 
Signed at                                                  on this the           day of                                               20 
 
 
 
MEMBER__________________________________________ 
 

 
 
We hope you’ve enjoyed this edition?  Until the next newsletter, take special 
care 
 
Joe and Kari 


