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By the 6
th

 December the impala lambing season was in full swing as the green bursts of summer transformed 

the bush into a thriving wilderness. They keep appearing and melting hearts around every corner. Small 

groups can be seen within the large herds running around developing the muscles necessary to stay ahead of 

the predators in the ruthless world they were born into. The lambs that were born at the beginning of the 

season are into their first month and are showing some serious signs of early growth. 

The Scrap Collectors: How we can learn from Animals 

When one imagines the perfect African Safari, images of the Big Five tickle the imagination, and for a good 

reason! The uncanny power of lions and leopards and their fascinating lives, leave us in awe. But behind the 

scenes a much larger force plays an invaluable role. They might not be as beautiful, regal or nearly as large as 

these animals, but their role in the well-being of a healthy ecosystem outweighs the Big Five tenfold. 

 
 

 

“Hawk-eyed” is the epitome for excellent vision and observation. “Vulture-eyed” gives new meaning to the 

word. These remarkable birds are able to spot a three centimeter object at over a kilometer away. Vultures, 

like hyenas have been made out to be ‘evil’ for all the wrong reasons. Both feed on carrion or animals on the 
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verge of dying – thereby classifying them as scavengers. They are perfectly adapted to perform these tasks 

with their unique eyesight (second to none), strong bills and ability to utilize thermals (a vortex of warm rising 

air) to soar high above the ground without expending too much energy in search of food. One of their most 

important tasks is to control the spread of anthrax. They are able to feed on infected meat, which their 

extremely corrosive digestive system breaks down and they are able to consume 20% of their bodyweight in 

one sitting thereby minimizing the spread of this deadly disease. 

 

Dung beetles are generally 

faeces eaters – although some 

do feed on mushrooms and 

rotting vegetation - are 

principle members of the 

clean-up crew of the bushveld, 

and are able to carry off and 

scatter a pile of dung in an 

amazingly short time. 

Dung beetles play a remarkable 

role in the ecological balance of 

Olifants North. By burying dung 

(in which they also lay their 

eggs) they effectively aerate, 

fertilize and enhance the 

structure of soils. They also 

indirectly protect other animals by removing balls of dung which, if left, could provide habitat for various 

pests, such as flies. Their 

work results in a healthy 

environment. 

 

The hyena has traditionally 

been feared and detested 

as the embodiment of evil. 

Try and change the 

perception of this 

astonishing animal? Thanks 

to its acute eyesight, 

excellent sense of smell, 

and also a social way of 

life, hyenas are one of the 

most skilful and dangerous 

predators. They are 

however more admired for their ability to utilize every last scrap or bone of a carcass. Their jaws and teeth are 

capable of crunching the densest bone, which they are able to digest (only a handful of other animals are 

capable of doing this) thereby taking advantage of proteins and calcium that other animals simply can’t eat.  
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By having these wonderful olfactory capabilities, hyenas just like the rest of the clean-up crew creates a safer, 

cleaner environment.   

If you happen to be lucky enough to stumble upon one of these beautiful creatures on your next visit, take 

some time to enjoy them for what they are and their amazing ability to leave nothing to waste. 

I’ve wanted to showcase one of our cleaning ladies needlework for a while now.  Judith Mabilane was inspired 

to embroider by Angie Rowles when she came to help us out some years back.  She is also very fortunate to 

have generous funding by members of our; Josi (an artist herself) and Rob Garmany with fabrics and cottons.  

Here are some photographs I took of her recent work that have been turned into place mats but could also be 

framed.   
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JANUARY 2015 

There has been the most incredible explosion of life at this time of the year. From the new impala lambs being 

born in their hundreds, to piles of rhino dung literally boiling with activity of dung beetles rolling off balls of 

precious dung to feed, mate and lay eggs within. Eruptions of flying termites, exploding from their mounds 

draw eagles, jackal, marabou storks, frogs and snakes which gather to feast on the bounty of these protein 

rich insects. There is a feeling of exhilaration in the bush; the migrant birds have returned to feast and breed 

on the summer bounty.  They call endlessly, creating a loud cacophony of ear-piercing calls and the herbivores 

have a new spring and energy in their step as there is finally a salad bowl of fresh green leaves and grasses to 

feast upon. The massive thunderstorms that roll in over the bush after a blistering day, cool and refresh the 

landscape making experiencing this time of the year simply amazing! 

  

Photo courtesy of Anne Hraber 

Summer is in full swing, and has been for weeks now. Although heat and rain can characterize the Lowveld 

summer, out here in the bush it is other things that define the season: birds, frogs, dung beetles, impala 

lambs, warthog piglets, and the occasional flash of a black mamba across the road… All these things provide so 
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much variety that one could literally fill a 4 hour game drive without straying more than a kilometer from your 

unit. Verdant green backgrounds, wildebeest calves at play time, elephants swimming in the waterholes. The 

possibilities are endless.  Of course the green background lends itself nicely to colorful images, but the 

abundance of summer flowers, although nothing to compare to the sheer enormity of the Namaqualand 

blooms, certainly adds a nice splash from nature’s color palette. 

 

Photo courtesy of Eileen Fletcher 

Not only are the migratory birds back in town (approximately 30% of our bird species are only here during the 

summer), but many who are resident all year go into full breeding mode, donning their breeding plumage and 

getting busy. Quelea flocks are everywhere this summer, the pintailed and paradise wydahs have got their 

groove on and are parading around with their attendant females, and of course the male weavers have gone 

into overdrive, building frantically in their attempts to win the attentions of the opposite sex. Sitting next to a 

weaver colony at a waterhole can provide hours of enjoyment as you watch the brightly colored males 

industriously forging ahead with their construction efforts. 

Summer is about the little things. Whilst the plethora of bugs that emerge at this time of year aren’t 

everyone’s cup of tea, the animals sure aren’t complaining. The insects and other small creatures that feature 

prominently during the summer months provide an extended menu for many residents of the bush, such as 

the flap-necked chameleon. Snakes, tortoises and other reptiles also put in an appearance, and scarcely a 

week goes by without some kind of ‘first’ – a sighting I’ve never witnessed before; be it beetle, butterfly, or 

other creepy-crawly. 

Summer is about new life. Impala lambs, wildebeest calves and warthog piglets are to be found around every 

corner, the resident monkey troops around the camp have their share of infants.  Birds are nesting, termites 

are emerging from their colonies, and life is bursting out of every seam at the reserve. If I had to pick just one 

reason why I love summer in the bush, it is this. New births; the hope for the future. 



 

7 

 

Lion have been the “talk of the bush” the entire festive season – suddenly there were two large males, a pride 

of 6 and others that appeared on the reserve.  There was hardly a day that went past that lion weren’t being 

called in.  

 

 

Some of the pride of 6 lion – photos courtesy of Graham Benfield 
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The two large males that have entered the property – photo courtesy of Graham Benfield 

The first rains are now a distant memory but the rejuvenation is unmistakable. Green as far as the eye can see, 

rich nutrients freely available, a far cry from the dry cold winter months. Clouds build and disperse 

occasionally offering life that gives water to the ever thirsty bush. It is these pockets of condensation that 

excite me, the rare opportunity for the sun to sneak through a small gap to illuminate a scene with the 

backdrop of a Lowveld storm. Incredible texture and shape that develop and change due to the constant 

sculpting winds, winds that have the potential to open up a gap for this special light to burst through and add 

definition to an otherwise flat scene. 

Hooded vulture chick update: 

Graham (B2) has forwarded us recent email communications between himself and Kerri Wolter regarding the 

Hooded vulture chick that we’d reported on in a previous Trumpeter.  Below are the communications – all so 

very exciting for the species!!! 
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From: Kerri Wolter [mailto:kerri.wolter@gmail.com]  

Sent: 20 January 2015 06:26 PM 

To: Graham Benfield 

Subject: Re: VULTURE CHICK 

 

Hi Graham 

Thank you for the update and feedback. I am super excited to view the footage and hope to get out their soon. I just have a few 
very busy weeks ahead but will try my best to get out there ASAP. 
Regarding breeding, yes the parents should come back and in fact, that is such a good nest to monitor due to the location and 

access. I would really like to try and trap the adults and fit devices and tags to them. I am going to see if my colleague from the 

USA is keen to fund that and I will keep you posted. The breeding season starts during our winter months and should be 

around May thereabouts and perhaps a month later. They are slightly later than the larger vulture species which start early 
May. 

When I download the footage, I will be sure to share the pics with you. 
Many thanks Graham and please do keep the updates coming :) 

Kind regards 

Kerri 
 

On 20 January 2015 at 16:22, Graham Benfield wrote: 

Hi Kerri, 

               Firstly, happy New Year to you. May you have all the success you wish for with all your endeavours. 

We left Olifants North on Sunday 18 January and the Hooded Vulture “chick” was still on the nest at the B2 site. 

The chick is fully grown and spends a lot of time away from the nest on the nearby branches. We expected the  

chick to leave the nest but it is obviously not the right time. It must, however, be soon !! It is quite a lonely wait  

as the parents are usually absent but were seen to visit to regurgitate food before moving off again. 

              If the camera has worked you should have a good record. We will be interested to hear from you once  

you have finalised the study. Can we expect the parents to return for another breeding session later in the year? 

 Best wishes, Graham 

The Hooded vulture chick on the nest at B2- photo courtesy of Graham Benfield 
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Our garden has been the roosting 

place recently for a large flock of 

Whitefronted Bee-eaters.  At 

around 18h30 each evening one 

can hear them flying in; chirping 

incessantly to one another; then 

flitting from branch to branch 

trying out the perches with their 

siblings to find the one that they’ll 

spend the night on.  By 05h00 the 

following morning they’ve left 

again.  An marvellous experience 

to witness! 

 

 

 

A troop of Banded mongoose has taken to regularly 

foraging around our house, every now and again coming 

into the garden to slake their thirst at the bird baths.  

They’ve had a successful breeding season as there are at 

least 8-10 youngsters in the troop.  The sound of their 

chitter-chatter as they go about their daily business 

always brings a smile to my face. 
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BEHIND THE SCENES 

 

CELEBRATIONS 

STAFF CHRISTMAS 

On the 20
th

 we helped the staff celebrate with a Christmas braai. The ladies were more than happy to do the 

braai-ing as can be seen in the 

photo 
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NEW YEAR 

We had another good turn-out for this year’s new-year celebration with about 60 people attending. By all 

accounts everyone enjoyed themselves. Some late night revelers only got to bed after 3 and needless to say 

there was not a lot of game drive movement till a lot later in the day. Thank you to everyone involved for 

making it such a success! 
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PEBBLE LOOP WALK 

In December we started conducting walks with members on the ridge above Pebble Loop Dam. We had one 

group take up the challenge in December and another four in January.   

 

The walk starts at the top of the old airstrip and ends at the top of Pebble Loop. It should take about 70 

minutes one way but can be a lot shorter. Most groups then returned along the same route and it then takes 

about 2 hours.  

 

We will at some point investigate the possibility of coming back along a different ridge.  

 

Everyone that has gone on the walk has thoroughly enjoyed it - the views are spectacular. Some have even 

said it is something they would do every time they visit for any length of time. 

 

Please remember that these walks, for the foreseeable future anyway, must be accompanied by a staff-

member and be booked through the office. 
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RAINFALL 

December was rather wet at 192mm followed by a very dry 23mm in January.  

 

The total for the season to date is 281mm. This is well below the 514mm that we’ve had over the last five 

years. 

 

Unfortunately the prediction is that it’ll be drier than normal for the rest of the season. We hope that 

whatever rains do come will be at regular intervals that will keep the bush lush and green as it currently is. 

 

 

 

Please note the following details:  

 

Kari (web/photos/cleaning/maid/vehicle requests): 087-8062069 / 083-6351716 ongr@xsinet.co.za 

 

Dalene (Accounts) 087-8062069 / 072-6217163 olifantsnorth@xsinet.co.za 

   

Joe 083-6302515 ongr.management@xsinet.co.za 

 

Fax 2 Email number: 086-2950091 

 

 

 

Until next time, take special care 

Joe and Kari 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 


