
 

 

MARCH / APRIL 2014 

 

If you were born in Africa, at some time you would have experienced the smell of the first drops of rain on a 

dry thirsty earth. This smell becomes imprinted on you and when you understand its importance you feel a 

secret superiority – you feel you have been given a stamp that bonds you to the earth forever.  

 

Rising moon by Graham Benfield 

In early January 2012 and 2013 the skies opened and unleashed their power upon the land. The rains affected 

the entire Limpopo Transfrontier Park hitting camps in the Kruger National Park the most severely. The rains 

followed a pattern. Just when we thought that the rains were over in 2012, the rains were back on the exact 

day a year later. As 2014 rolled in, we thought we were prepared for any predicted eventuality! 

As is often the nature of life, the rains did not arrive in January.  We watched mesmerized as the horizon lit up 

in shades of deep blues and bruised purples during the first week of March. We watched the lightning pierce 
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the clouds, and trembled at the rumbling thunder, every bit of it awakening a sense of excitement as it rolled 

in to soak the summer land and swell the rivers until they too were thundering past. 

 

We had pretty much a third of our annual rainfall over the course of two nights, and needless to say, 

conditions in the bush became a little tricky. All the watercourses were flowing strongly, all dams were filled 

up hurriedly and before we knew it the bush had now become almost like a jungle!!    

 

When the sun appeared a few days later, the land showed itself burgeoning in hues of green grass, wild 

parasol and white sage.  Despite the flourishing landscape, the floods also have the tremendous power to 

change the course of rivers, uproot trees and shift the rolling landscape.  Around the world, as our planet 

experiences the many faces of Mother Nature, nobody can guarantee what the weather will do next. 

 

Our annual rainfall until the end of April was 694.6mm. 

 

 
 

Subsiding floods during March 2014 by Graham Benfield 

 

 
The African Bush is a magical storyteller. A track, one broken blade of grass, the slightest disturbance of 

morning dew on a game path or the alarm of a monkey can all indicate animal movement. However, one of 

the most valued informers shares its secrets from the sky. These birds are so good at finding the freshest of 
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carcasses that even the vultures look to them for an easy indication to their next meal and are two of the most 

beautiful raptors – the Tawny Eagle and the Bateleur. 

 

 

 
 

 

The bateleur is unmistakable in flight with its short tail and conspicuous black and white underwings. Flying in 

at 50-150m above the ground it very adeptly finds carcasses before other scavengers and importantly and is 

often seen perched nearby a predator’s kill. To be able to track the movements of leopard, lion and even wild 
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dog through bird activity is incredible and we owe these feathered friends a fair amount for the amazing 

sightings they lead us to. 

 

 
 

 

Described by Roberts as a “predator, pirate and scavenger” the Tawny Eagle not only hunts exceptionally but 

is also well known for its ability to monopolise on a carcass.  The relationship between these two birds is 

sometimes a little hostile as the Tawny Eagle often steals kills or carcasses away from the Bateleur making for 

some very interesting interaction and raptor viewing. 

 

 

SIGHTINGS 

 

During March we had very few members coming down to the reserve and as a result, the sightings record 

remained stagnant for quite some time.  However, April was a different kettle of fish and this continued into 

the beginning of May due to the early morning chill arriving and the animals staying active for longer which 

has produced some amazing sightings in the last week or two. 
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First of all Patrick, one of our anti-poaching staff members, came across a pride of 9 lion, at midday of all times 

(but it was an overcast day) walking sedately on the concrete section near 2 tanks on the 16
th

 April.   

 

Alan, Valesca and their two boys, Sebastian and Samuel, from unit A3, who reside in Ireland, came out for a 

deserved holiday in this beautiful piece of paradise towards the end of April.  During their stay here they found 

a female leopard and her 3 “picture perfect” cubs on Rocky Horror during one evenings’ game drive.  To top it 

all there was also a porcupine at the same sighting, with the cubs being ever so inquisitive over it.  The leopard 

family was totally at ease with the presence of the vehicle and quiet whisperings coming from the vehicle, so 

much so that the female took to grooming herself right in front of Alan’s family.  Beautiful photographs were 

taken and we’ll load them to the web as soon as we get them. 

 

Graham and Heather, unit B2, came across the lioness and her 3 sub-adult cubs near Pebble Loop which 

caused great excitement again as lion sightings have also been very low although they have been heard 

regularly. 

 

Malcom and Estelle, B22, also found 2 male lion walking along Darisandi towards the gate as well as different 

lion the following day on Moolman’s airstrip. 

 

On the 3
rd

 May Kelly and Bill, from unit B12, went out early in the morning with their guests and found the 

leopard and her 3 cubs again – also on Rocky Horror.  The leopard were also very relaxed and were up in an 

outcrop of rocks and every now and then the cubs would pop get up and lie on the rocks.  They stayed for the 

whole day and many members were fortunate to see them. 

 

 
Two of the Rocky Horror siblings – photo by Kelly Pugin 
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Mum and one of the cubs on Rocky Horror – by Kelly Pugin 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our stunning Rocky Horror leopard – photo courtesy of Graham Benfield 
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After this sighting, Bill and Kelly then headed towards Pebble Loop dam, and lo and behold, came across the 

lioness and her 3 sub-adult cubs.  The two Big 5 cats within a matter of a few hours – unbelievable!! 

 

Hyenas seem to have returned again as they’ve been heard regularly, and we can only presume that due to 

the lion population having been scarce on the reserve for a while, they’ve felt it safe to return. 

 

General game is very much around but because of the extremely thick and very lush bush due to the late rains, 

has been quite difficult to see.  Water is still seeping through the low lying areas and as a result water is 

everywhere so there’s really no need for the animals to move to the dams to drink. 

 

Elephant are definitely beginning to make a come-back with breeding herds being seen regularly, as well as 

occasional bull groups. 

 

The nightlife animals such as civet and genet are also been seen regularly, with spotlights picking up their 

shining and bright yellow eyes. Jean and Marni, from B13, were fortunate during their last visit to see African 

Wild Cat, Genet and Civet. 

 

The impala rutting season has once again started in earnest with the males hurtling around the bush all day 

long and well into the night, pursuing rival rams.  With horns clashing sounding like rifle cracks their energy is 

endless as they bang and crash heads. 

 

 

 

REFUSE AREA 
 

It’s been brought to our attention that many members are not putting their refuse bags inside the refuse cage 

and as a result the baboons and monkeys are having a wild time scavenging through the bags in search of 

something they can eat, and at the same time strewing packets and all manner of refuse all over the area as 

well as carrying the litter all over the camp area.  Please can you ensure that the bags are placed within the 

cage and make sure that the bolt is firmly latched afterwards? 

 

Please also remember to separate your refuse into tins, bottles and plastics with other. 

 

MALARIA 

 

As per our recent email communication malaria is very prevalent in our area at the moment.  Please take all 

the necessary precautions when visiting the reserve. 
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BEHIND THE SCENES 

 

ROADS. 

The 370.25mm of rain that fell at the beginning of March, took its toll on the roads.  Some roads were closed 

off for about a month and a half while, especially along the river loops there was a good chance of vehicles 

becoming bogged down.  As a result of the heavy downpours repairs had to be carried out on the River Loops, 

Rocky Horror, Tamboti, Bergsig, Candelabra and Sedumoni Plains roads. Overall the roads withstood the 

impact of the heavy rains quite well.  

 

AVIARY ROAD LINK 

As part of the roads project on upgrading the roads we’ve established a road that links Aviary Road to the 

Marieps View Road. It has been done as a one way leading away from the river and has turned out to be quite 

a scenic road as it meanders through a hidden valley. 

 

CAUSEWAY  

The second phase where sleepers were packed from the causeway to the cement slab on plinths has been 

completed by the first week of December. The floods that came during March overflowed the bridge by at 

least 1.6m and we are happy to report that the sleepers are still in place 

 

Repairs to the causeway also had to be undertaken after the March floods, but more so from the Southern 

entrance onto the bridge where the high water had washed away the sleepers and soil.  Trees brought down 

by the flood banked up against the bridge and the debris had to be cut by chainsaws and removed using the 

TLB. 

 

A number of units, especially along the Sedumoni, were affected by the heavy rain with some units losing 

some of their outside furniture as it was swept away by the force of the water.  Units were also checked for 

leaking roofs and these have been reported to the shareholders concerned.  

 

MARULA TREES  

Both parking spots at Pebble Loop and Wildebeeest dams had Marula trees that had been damaged by 

elephant and for more than 6 months we saw no sign of recovery. Then as part of an experiment we cut the 

trees below the damaged portion and sealed the cut. Both trees have now come away again and while it’ll be 

a while before they will provide shade for vehicles it’s heartening to see that they are still alive. 

 

PATHWAY LIGHTS have been installed around the back of the office.  

 

PARADISE LOST HIDE 

This is now fully functional having established a small loop road, cement access path, picnic tables and a 

counter.  

 

Please note the following details:  

 

Kari (web/photos/cleaning/maid/vehicle requests): 087-8062069 / 072-6217163 ongr@xsinet.co.za 

 

Dalene (Accounts) 087-8062069 / 072-6217163 olifantsnorth@xsinet.co.za 
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Joe 083-6302515 ongr.management@xsinet.co.za 

 

Fax 2 Email number: 086-2950091 

 

Until next time, take special care 

Joe and Kari 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


