
 

 

TRUMPETER AUGUST 2013 
 

 

 

It has been a long winter; the days have been shorter, the nights longer. The chill in the air, the dryness and 

the mist. It is a time of struggle, a time where animals search far and wide for their daily needs for water and 

grazing, fruits, flowers, nectar and insects to feed on and survive. However, for some, for the apex predators, 

it is a time of plenty. 

As winter draws to a close, let us think back to the struggles endured. The intense cold and the lack of 

necessities for survival, all of this, these creatures have been faced with. It is something that affects some 

more than others and particularly the large herds of Buffalo. As the land begins to dry up, the seep lines fail to 

run, the river level drops and the pans evaporate, leaving behind a bitter reminder of summer’s abundance, 

the grasses become hard and dry, almost unpalatable. Yet, these large herds of herbivores, in this case, the 

grazers, continue to move, to search and to survive. 

With a lack of vitamins in the soils and the grass, the Buffalo herds need to move larger distances and without 

constant and sufficient nutrition they begin to weaken. They lose condition; become slim, move slower and 

rest longer. This is where the apex predators come into play. 

The game viewing of late has been pretty special, mainly in terms of the extreme variety of things we have 

been seeing. As the warmest winter in a long while begins its slow move towards spring, we are eagerly 

anticipating the arrival of the first migratory birds to herald the change of season. The first Wahlberg’s eagles 

should be here soon and with the first rains life will explode once more upon the Lowveld. 

That is still a few months away though, so for now, enjoy this edition! 
 

 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 
 

Unit A7 

 

Stefan Lombard, Dawie Schoeman, Spencer Johnson and their families. 

 

We hope you will enjoy many pleasurable hours in this stunning piece of paradise, and leave after each visit 

with wonderful memories?  Should you require any information or assistance please don’t hesitate to contact 

us? 
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RAINFALL AND TEMPERATURES 

 
Rain in August? Can you believe it?   What a splendid sound on our roof on the 6

th
 with the incredible scent of 

wet earth.  As the drops hit the dry soil puffs of dust exploded but before long the soil was dampened.   

Then on the 9
th

 furious winds suddenly erupted and soon there were deep rumbles of thunder and lightning 

began to light up the sky, bringing 3mm this time. 

 

Generally August is known as the “windy month”, and this year this has proved true.  We’ve had many 

occasions during the month where we’ve experienced severe “clothes tugging” winds!  Let’s hope this is a 

good omen for a respectable rainy season. 

 

We received an average of 5.5mm this month, which although is definitely not enough to cause any changes in 

the bush, did at least calm the dust and clean up the bush. 

 

 

VELD CONDITIONS 

 
The Acacia nigrescens’, Knobthorn trees, are pretty much all in flower at the moment; puffs of cream lighting 

up the landscape far and wide.  The bush has at long last opened up, offering early sightings of the breeding 

herd of elephant that have returned. 
 

 

FAUNA 

 
Baboon troops are becoming a real nuisance at the units.  No sooner have the cleaning ladies left after 

cleaning up, for an arrival clean especially, they arrive and cause an absolute mess, especially leaving their 

“calling cards” littered all over the decks and placed-out furniture!  Branches, leaves and berries lie strewn all 

over the place, making it look as though no clean was ever done. 

 

Monkey troops are also increasing and have been seen relishing the berries on the Grewia species. 

 

Cats, cats and more cats!!!  That pretty much sums up the increase in these sightings this month.  Currently we 

know of 10 lion on the property; a lioness and 4 sub-adults, 3 lionesses of which one has a very young cub and 

then the male who wonders to and fro.  The 16
th

 proved to be a day of lion only!  A male was found early in 

the morning on Ebony road near the 2
nd

 chain and at the same time 4 sub-adults were seen near Sandbank 

hide.  Later that same afternoon the same 4 sub adults were seen in much the same place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Our newest addition July 2013 (Photo by Fritha 

Davidson)  
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  A night out with mum (Photo by Rob Garmany) 

 

One of the other two lionesses, that are with the new cub and other lioness, may very well have given birth 

during the middle of the month, as she has been seen with very swollen teats showing signs of lactating.  I 

wonder who will find her and her cubs first!  There’s a very good chance that she might have them hidden 

somewhere close to Kudu pan, as this small pride hang around in that vicinity often. 

 

Leopard have also been seen as well as the large herd of over 100 buffalo. 

 

As mentioned earlier on, the breeding herds of elephant are back with a vengeance!  We can remember 

speaking of the same situation last year, yet somehow this year it seems worse.  Massive Knobthorns and 

Marula trees have been pushed over, or ring-barked.  Not a day goes by without there being radio calls 

advising of blocked roads.  James Markham, having just arrived that day from overseas, was out on a drive 

with his wife and family in the evening and on the way to unit 21 came across elephant.  They pushed a tree 

over across the road in front of the vehicle and then some other elephant dropped another tree right behind 

them blocking them totally.  What a start to their African holiday! 

 

  
 

Photographs by Graham Benfield 
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The very thin lion that was spoken about in the last edition of the Trumpeter was seen barely able to walk as 

he crossed the Olifants River from Grietjie.  A decision was taken by the Wardens to have it euthanized as its 

condition had deteriorated so much with the thought that perhaps tuberculosis was the culprit.  However the 

vets confirmed that it was not T.B.  The animal had been injured at some point in its life and infection had 

entered its body, causing a very slow and long death.  On inspection of its teeth they were all worn down, and 

although not an old animal, it appeared that he had found whatever bones he could lying in the bush and had 

been gnawing on these to try and obtain some form of nourishment. 
 

 

FLORA 
 

The Impala lilies are now in full bloom and just get “showier and showier” each time you see them.  They 

could easily win gold and put other flowers to shame at the Chelsea Flower Show! 

 

 

 
 

We are selling young plants at the office, on behalf of our security gate staff that have grown them, so please 

contact us should you be interested in purchasing any.  They are R50.00 per plant. 

 

The scotia brachypetala, Weeping Boer-bean, trees are also beginning to flower.  The deep scarlet flowers are 

packed tightly against the branches and are attracting a multitude of insects 

 

LIGHTING 

 
Over the past couple of years both North and South have had changes to their infrastructure and membership.  

Olifants River had electricity installed and the rondawels in the camp area at Olifants North have either 

changed and/or the units have been renovated.  With the improvements it’s noticeable that occupancies have 

increased, and this has resulted in more lights being visible.  All members, both North and South, are asked to 

be considerate by switching off unnecessary lights and to be a little more tolerant, so that everyone may enjoy 

this wonderful piece of nature equally. 
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Please don’t forget that our telephone numbers have changed to those below. 

 

Cleaning/maid/vehicle requests): 072-6217163 olifantsnorth@xsinet.co.za 

Kari (accounts/web/photos): 072-6217163/083-6351716 ongr@xsinet.co.za 

Joe 083-6302515 ongr.management@xsinet.co.za 

Fax 2 Email number: 086-2950091 
 

 

Until next time, take care 

Joe and Kari 


