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Despite having had 4 rainfall days this month it was not enough to kick start the grasses. The contrast with some trees, 
Marulas and Knobthorns especially, having come into leaf versus the grasses is quite significant looking at the surrounding 
landscape. I think we are all hoping for some good rains soon. 
 

Rain and Temperature                     
Normally we would have had 25 to 35 mm of rain in October. This year we recorded 12 mm. Our total for the year so far is 
22 mm which is less than 50% of what we should have received. There has been good rains after month end for which we 
are very glad.  
The average minimum temperature has jumped in the month from 17 deg C to 20 deg C with a low of 15 deg C. The 
average maximum temperature climbed to 32 deg C. On one of the days we recorded a sweltering 44 deg C. 

 
Sighting
Although the occupancy rate was the same as last month we had a bumper sighting month. It may be that members were 
going out for longer periods of time and therefore seeing more…… 
 
There were at least 16 different lion sightings of what could be 3 different prides. Interestingly it appears as if PomPom’s 
pride is now across the Olifants River from Moolman’s property. Leopards were seen on Moolman’s airstrip, the turn off to 
B6/B7/B8 and a pair at Ndlovu dam.  
 
Birders did quite well having seen amongst a lot of other birds – saddlebill storks, white-headed vulture, green sandpiper 
and ground horn bills.  
 
Smaller animals of interest include African wild cat and a civet.
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Poaching  

 

 

The number of 
incursions per month 
remain at the same 
levels and are related 
to ongoing copper theft 
at the mine near 
Phalaborwa.  

Thankfully there were 
no rhino poached in 
Balule this month.  

 

(Photo by Graham B2)

Infrastructure development
 

  

ROADS 
In anticipation of the rains to come some 
general maintenance on the roads has 
started. Bernard and the team have laid 
gravel on the main camp road.  
They have also opened up the drains and 
built up some of the humps in the blocks 
bordering Grietjie and Maseke on the 
reserve.

DAMS  
The Pebble Loop dam pipe line has been completed. 
Where the trench has been dug it is still quite visible but 
given a season or two of natural grass growth it will 
disappear. We will monitor, and if necessary, some grass 
seeding can be carried out. The water level in the Olifants 
River has not allowed us to test the new pipe line as yet. 
All of the remaining dams have water in them.  

Kudu pan has some green algae that we are busy flushing 
over the spillway by pumping water a bit longer each day.  

Elephants have been quite active at all of the dams. 

 
(Photo by John B35)
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OFFICE & HOUSEKEEPING  
NEWS

General

GUEST CONTRIBUTIONS: 

From time to time we have the pleasure of guest contributions 
from members relating to ONGR, included into this newsletter. 
Please see an article compiled by Pierre Human on klipspringers. 
Thank you Pierre.  
  
If you would like to make a contribution or suggest a topic of 
interest - please make contact with Joe. 
 

REFUSE 

ONGR was declared a Protected Area recently. This puts the 
onus on land users to adhere to ecologically sound best 
practices. We all have a role to play and can make a difference. 
A good start to this is basic sorting of waste. Members are urged 
to separate waste into plastics, glass, tins and others, placing 
them in the appropriate bins at the REFUSE area. ONGR then 
transports these to Phalaborwa where it gets recycled. In the 
recycling process much needed jobs and income are generated. 

BOARD NEWS 

Please take note of one of the attachments with an update from 
the Board. 

CLUBHOUSE 

Members are reminded that the Clubhouse is used at your own 
risk. Parents are advised to ensure that children do not walk 
across the rim / overflow wall of the swimming pool at any 
time. 

Please ensure you leave tables and chairs in a neat manner - as 
you would like to find them on your next visit.  

 

UNITS FOR SALE 

Half share in B19 

Full share B17 - open bush site undeveloped  

 
(Photo by Uli A9)  

BIRDING DAY 
 
On the 30th of November Bird Life South Africa will 
be holding a Big Bird Day event across South Africa. 
We would like to arrange an unofficial version like 
we did last year covering ONGR, ORGR and possibly 
the wetland areas of the Olifants River downstream 
of us.   
Please e-mail Joe on warden@ongr.co.za if you 
would like to participate. No one has indicated 
interest as yet…. 
 
We should have some keen birders assisting with 
identification on the day so it may be a good 
learning experience. More information is available 
on - https://www.birdlife.org.za/events/birding-
big-day. 
 
 
WEBSITE PHOTOS 

Thank you to all the members who have sent 
photos for the website. Those that have been on 
the reserve in September please go through your 
photos and e-mail to webuploads@ongr.co.za or 
webupload@ongr.co.za.

mailto:warden@ongr.co.za
https://www.birdlife.org.za/events/birding-big-day
https://www.birdlife.org.za/events/birding-big-day
mailto:webuploads@ongr.co.za
mailto:webupload@ongr.co.za
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BALULE/ONGR   

THE KLIPSPRINGER 

LESSONS TO BE LEARNED: (PART1) 

Compiled by Pierre Human  

 

Pebble loop is one of my favourite places to explore. The terrain is different to the rest of the  farm with a lot of 
beautiful rocky outcrops and there is also one particular animal that we only ever really see in that part of the 
farm: the Klipspringer. 
 
Typically nocturnal, the klipspringer rests during the middle of the day and again late at night 
 
This diminutive little antelope only weighs between 8 and 18 kilograms and having adapted to live in rocky hills 
and outcrops it has developed some very interesting features which differentiate it from all of the other 
antelope that we get to see on the farm 
 
Hooves 
 
Klipspringers actually walk on the tips of their hooves and because of this they leave a unique track when they 
walk on softer ground 
 
Their hooves are cylindrical with blunt tips, and just inside the edge of the hoof is a softer cartilaginous pad 
 
These features mean that the Klipspringer can hop from rock to rock with such ease that even steep rock faces 
pose no problem to them 
 
The hooves provide incredible traction, absorb the shock of landing and make sure that the Klipspringer can 
turn on dime which makes them very hard to catch if you are a predator in their rocky environment 
 
Granted, there are not all that many Klipspringers on the farm but in all my years I have never seen them being 
made a meal of by predators 
 
Simply put, the cylindrical hooves of the Klipspringer have unique adaptations that allow them to hop across 
rocks with consummate ease 
 
Fur 
 
The rocky areas where Klipspringers are found often experience quite substantial weather changes 
 
These exposed areas can go from being extremely hot to extremely cold at different times of the year 
 
The Klipspringer has adapted to this through its fur 
 
Each strand is hollow, flattened and springy. This helps them regulate their body temperature by providing 
insulation and conserving moisture loss during the cold and hot months 
 



  

 

 

 

The hollow fur also has the added advantage of providing a little bit of cushioning should the Klipspringer fall 
from the rock it is jumping from 
 
The colour of their coat also enables them to blend into their surroundings quite effectively 
 
Overall, they have a golden tinge to their coat but it does not have a uniform appearance and therefore looks a 
bit rough most of the time 
 
In between all the paler hairs with golden tips are darker strands of hair which when put together provides great 
camouflage especially in the rocky areas where they occur 
 
The golden tinge to the coat mixed with the darker strands of hair gives a rough look that blends in well with 
the rocky terrain 
 

 Picture courtesy of Graham Benfield B2 


