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December started with some good soaking rains but as the month progressed the temperatures soared and the chance of 
rain became less and less. Members on the reserve made full use of the swimming pools during the hotter parts of the day.  
 
We hope you notice that the new look of this newsletter aligns well with the new ONGR website. 
 

Rain and Temperature                     
 
December rains were below what we are used to, 90.3mm, where our long term average has been 119.6mm. The total for 
the season is 221.5mm. 
The average minimum temperature has remained steady around the 21 degrees Centigrade (C) with a low of 17 degrees C. 
The average maximum temperature for December was 32 degrees C but we did record 41 degrees C on one of the days. 

 
Sightings
 
December was an exceptionally busy 
time on the reserve with an occupancy 
rate of almost 25%. The higher 
occupancy also boosted the number of 
sightings.  
Lion sightings were outstanding with as 
many as three different prides being 
seen in a day on a regular basis. 
Leopards are becoming very relaxed 
around vehicles and eleven leopard 
sightings were recorded. 
Other sightings of interest were 
wildebeest at Wildebeest dam 
(surprise-surprise ha-ha), buffalo on the 
Sedumoni River, Speakers Corner and 
Darasandi. Hyena, ground horn bill, a 
python and a Pied Kingfisher nest 
making up the rest.   

 

 
(Photo by Graham B2)
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Poaching  

 

 

There were no further rhinos poached on Balule other than the three mentioned in last month’s newsletter. Incursions are 
an ongoing threat, but they are related to copper theft towards Phalaborwa. 

Infrastructure development

 
(Photo by John B35) 

 
OFFICE AREA 
 
The carports at the office have had a facelift. We’ve 
managed to build two extra parking spots and lifted the roof 
height to accommodate game viewers with canopies. 
The paths leading to the office from the turning circle and 
the parking area have also been concreted giving the 
entrance a more polished look.  

ROADS 
 
There has been ongoing grading and pulling of tyres 
on the main arterial roads.  
The team constructed two gabions (stabilising 
structures made from rocks and fencing wire) where 
the road crosses two dry river beds – one below 
Wildebeest dam and the other on River Road near 
Sandbank Hide.  
 
 
 MARULA TREE 
 
Sadly the big Marula tree situated behind the old 
office is no more. A combination of wind and possibly 
borer beetles caused it to fall on what is now the flat. 
Fortunately, no damage was done to the structure. It 
took a good two days to cut up the old tree and 
transport it away piecemeal. Interestingly Judith then 
told me that she had planted the tree when she 
started working here pre 2004. 

DAMS  
 
Water is being maintained in 
all the major dams. The 
heavier down pours of rain 
have filled Wildebeest dam.  
 
 
  

(Photo by Kenny B7) 
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OFFICE & 
HOUSEKEEPING  
NEWS

General

NEW YEAR’S WISHES  

It is the start of a new year and we wish each one of you a 
prosperous, healthy 2020. 

GUEST CONTRIBUTIONS 

From time to time we have the pleasure of guest contributions 
from members relating to ONGR and surrounds, included into 
this newsletter. Please see an update on poaching obtained from 
Pierre Human. Thank you Pierre.  

If you would like to contribute or suggest a topic of interest - 
please contact Joe. 

 

(Photo by Graham B2) 

 

CLUBHOUSE 

 

Members are reminded that the Clubhouse is used at 
your own risk. Parents are advised to ensure that 
children do not walk across the rim / overflow wall of 
the swimming pool at any time. 

Please ensure you leave tables and chairs in a neat 
manner - as you would like to find them on your next 
visit.  

UNITS FOR SALE 

Full share B17 - open bush site undeveloped  

Unit 76 on ORGR - 
www.olifantsproperty4sale.webs.com 

 

 
(Photo by Uli A9)

WEBSITE PHOTOS 

 

Thank you to all the members who have sent photos for the website. Those that have been on the reserve in December 
please go through your photos and e-mail to webuploads@ongr.co.za or webupload@ongr.co.za 

http://www.olifantsproperty4sale.webs.com/
mailto:webuploads@ongr.co.za
mailto:webupload@ongr.co.za
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BALULE/ONGR   
ANTI - POACHING UPDATE 

 8000 RHINO LOST IN A DECADE 

Forwarded by Pierre Human 

 
Nearly 8000 rhinos have been poached across the country in the last decade 
 
In an attempt to put the extent of the problem in perspective a read of the following averaged 
statistics are not only sobering but a shocking revelation to say the least: 
 
800 rhino poached a year; 
 
66 rhino poached a month; 
 
15 rhino poached a week; 
 
2 rhino poached a day 
 
If this is any consolation, government and environment organisations alike have been working 
tirelessly in the last few years to curb the poaching crisis, while attempting to preserve and grow 
existing numbers of these iconic but endangered animals 
 
Stop Rhino Poaching founding director Elise Serfontein says that South Africa is home to 74% of Africa’s 
remaining rhino population 
 
“The estimated number of rhinos in South Africa relied upon by the African Rhino Specialist Group is 15 
625 white rhino and 2 046 black rhino,” Serfontein said 
 
In 2014, Cabinet adopted the Integrated Strategic Management of Rhinoceros approach to draw 
together the work of the Department of Environmental Affairs together with the Justice, Crime 
Prevention and Security Cluster as well as other relevant Agencies involved in the fight against 
poaching 
 
Since its adoption, there has been a decrease in poaching incidents from 1 175 in 2015 to 769 in 2018 
 
“We will need to wait for the official figures from Environment Minister Barbara Creecy to be released,  
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but all indications are that there will have been a further decrease in poaching for 2019,” Serfontein 
said.  

 

She said that the decline in poaching figures had been due to a collective approach in the fight against 
poaching 
 
“From the Ranger on the ground working tirelessly to protect rhinos, to the Magistrate or Judge that 
takes a firm stand against poaching with an appropriate sentence. Along this chain are reserve staff, 
security personnel, law enforcement officials, prosecutors and a myriad of other people that include 
reputable NGOs and their donors.” 
 
Going into a new decade, Serfontein said that there would be continued efforts to further preserve the 
rhino population 
 
Technology has also seen a rise in video security solutions to assist in anti-rhino poaching methods, 
including drone technology 
 
From January to December 2018, the National Prosecuting Authority (NPA) obtained convictions in 78 
of the 82 rhino poaching cases that had been referred to the courts for prosecution 
 
As at 30 September 2019, 318 rhino had been poached in South Africa. 
 

   Photo by Karin Baragwanath B14 
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